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PATIENCE  and  perfeverance  are  efTential  in- 
gredients  in  the  Miffionary  cbarader.  Who- 
ever attempts  to  fpread  the  knowledge  of  Chrift 
among  barbarous  and  idolatrous  nations,  mud 
labour  with  indefatigable  zeal,  and  exped  to 
encounter  numerous  difficulties.  But  the  honour 
of  being  inftrumental  to  the  converfion  of  Tin- 
ners, is  a  rich  reward — a  reward  to  which  they 
have  no  reafon  to  look  who  refufe  to  labour  or  to 
wait.  *^  Behold,  the  hufbandman  waiteth  for 
''  the  precious  fruit  of  the  earth  : — be  ye  alfo 
"  patient,  eftablifh  your  hearts,  for  the  coming  of 
*'  the  Lord  dravveth  nigh.*' 

Confidering  the  various  denominations  of  which 
the  Miffionary  Society  is  compofed,  the  harmony 
with  which  they  have  co-operated  is  not  eafily  to 
be  paralleled  in  the  modern  Hiftory  of  the  Church; 
and  this  is  a  fad  which  augurs  well  to  the  final 
iffi^ie  of  their  defigns;  But  were  their  plans  for 
the  converfion  of  the  Heathen  to  prove  wholly 
abortive,  the  great  advantages  which  have  already 
refuited  from  their  union,  in  extenfively  difFufing 
a  fpirit  of  Chriftian  love,  and  exciting  more  than 
ufual  attention  to  the  intereft  of  religion  at  home, 
have  abundantly  compenfated  all  their  labours 
and  expences. 

•  The  dire^  objed  of  the  Inditution  has,  however, 
by  no  means  failed;  the  Society  has  at  this 
moment  Miffionaries  in  the  South  Sea  Iflands 
^in  the  Eaft  Indies— at  Canada— in  Newfound- 
land—at  the  Cape-— and  in  the  interior  of  South 
Africa  ;  in  which  latter  country  feveral  of  the 
A  z  Heathen 
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Heathen  appear  to  be  truly  awakened  and  con- 
verted by  the  inftru mentality  of  Dr.  Vander- 
kemp  and  Mr.  Kicherer. 

Encouraged  and  gratified  by  fuch  appearances 
of  the  Divine  approbation,  the  Society  held  this 
year  their  Seventh  Annivcrfary,  when  the  Four 
Sermons  now  prefented  to  the  Public,  .  were 
preached  before  them  with  much  acceptance. 
The  meetings  for  bufincfs  were  held,  as  ufual,  at 
Habcrdafliers  Hall :  And  the  whole  fervices  were 
doled  as  on  the  preceding  year,  by  the  aliemblage 
ofa  very  large  company  of  Minifters  and  private 
Chrillians  at  Sion  Chapel,  where,  without  regard  to 
the  little  diftindions  of  party,  they  folemnly  united 
in  a  participatioh  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord,  and 
in  a  renewed  dedication  of  their  perfons  and  labours 
to  his  fervice. 

The  number  of  Minifl:ers  and  Hearers  who  at- 
tended thefe  meetings,  was  by  no  means  lefs  than 
on  former  anniverfarics;  their  Mifiionary  ardoiH" 
was  undiminifhed  ;  and  when  they  feparated,  each 
to  depart  to  his  refpedive  home,  it  appeared  to  be 
with  invigorated  refolutions  of  promoting  the  in- 
tcrcfh  of  ihc  Redeemer  in  their  re fpedtive  circks* 
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KEvc^~^Jf'^i^tiyBiyLiTO0^ to  the  Sevefith  Ge^ 
nerd  I  '^Ktee^hgi'ofiih^iA  i'ss-ionary  Society, 
Alay  i^thy  1801. 

'npHE  Diredors  of  the  Miflionary  Society,  by 
the  good  hand  of  God  upon  them,  have  brought 
their  labours  to  another  annual  termination  :  and 
they  noW  prefent  ^  Report  of  their  proceedings, 
during  the  pad  year,  to  the  General  Meeting 
6f  the  Society;  which,  throilgh  the  fame  divine 
goodnefs,  is  again  permitted  to  afiemble  for  the 
purpofe  of  corifolidating  the  fhrength  and  renew- 
ing the  exertions  of  this  important  IniTitution. 

To  the  eye  of  a  general  obferver,  it  may  per- 
haps have  feemed,  that,  in  the  paft  year,  little  has 
been  thought  of;  and  to  a  mind  anxious  for  new 
Operations,  nothing  may  feem  to  have  been  done. 
Should  fuch  refiedions  be  thought  to  attach  to 
the  condud  of  the  Diredors,  or  to  the  ilate  of  the 
Society,  the  Diredors  would  obferve,  that  their 
Meetings  have  been  as  frequent,  and  their  deli- 
berations as  ferious  and  fuitable,  as  at  any  former 
period  ;  and  they  have  loft  fight  of  no  objed 
which  has  been  prefented  to  their  view,  or  com- 
mitted to  their  execution.  But  the  Miffion  which 
failed  for  Oraheite  and  Tongataboo,  about  the 
time  of  the  Lift  General  Meeting,  having  engaged 
ahnoft  the  whole  of  the  Miffionaries  then  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Society ;  and  the  afped  of 
fome  preceding  Miftions,  undertaken  on  a  large 
fcale,  and  including  many  of  the  hopes  and  much 
of  the  ftrength  of  the  Society,  appearing  to  the 
public  unfavorable  and  gloomy,  few  offers  have 
been  received,  or  perfons  accepted,  fincethat  time. 
While  the  Diredors  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
recommend  the  moft  ferious  examination,   left, 

B  though 
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though  a  Midionary  difpofition  fhould  prevail, 
a  fuitable  fpirit  and  appropriate  abilities  Ihould 
yet  be  wanting ;  they  have  alfo  endeavoured,  by 
every  fuitable  mean  in  their  power,  to  remove 
the  undue  influence  of  unfavourable  imprefTions 
from  the  publlfc  mind,  and  again  to  call  fcwth  hat 
Chriftian  philanthropy  which  animated  the  hearts 
and  urged  the  beneficent  labours  of  fo  many  of 
their  brethren.  The  Direftors  recommend  this 
important  fubje^l  to  the  confideration  of  the  pre- 
fent  Meeting  ,  and  efpecially  fuggeft,  that  prayer 
be  made  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  and 
the  Lord  of  the  fpiritual  harveft,  that  labourers 
may  be  thru  ft  forth,  equal  to  the  work,  and  faith- 
ful to  the  defigns,  which  this  Society,  with  the 
divine  bleffing,  will  never  ceafe  to  cherifli  and  ta 
promote. 

The  real  ftate  of  the  Society  will  be  beft  ap- 
preciated, when  the  Diredlors  fliall  have  detailed 
its  various  concerns  in  the  progrefs  of  this  Report. 
It  is  only  neceffary  in  this  place  to  obferve,  that 
although  in  the  paft  year  no  new  Miflionary 
Stations  have  been  formed  to  extend  its  operations, 
much  intelligence  has  been  received  to  animate 
its  hopes  and  to  guide  its  counfels :  and  it  may 
reafonably  be  expedled,  that  the  benefits  of  ex- 
perience,  which  are  on  all  occafions  great,  will  be 
found  peculiarly  important  and  ufeful  to  the  Miffi- 
onary  Society. 

The  Directors  will  now  proceed  to  give  an  ac- 
count, in  order,  ot  the  Miflions  eflablifhed  by  this 
Inftitution. 

Mission  at  OrAHEiTEr 

Since  the  laft  Annual  Meeting,  letters  have 
been  received  from  our  brethren  at  that  ifland: 

they 
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they  bring  intelligence  to  the  13th  of  January, 
1800,  and  are  peculiarly  cheering,  after  the  me« 
iancholy  recital  of  the  feparation  of  their  brethren, 
which  had  been  previoufly  received,  and  the  pain- 
ful apprehenfions  for  their  fafety,  which  in  confe- 
quence  had  been  felt.  If  thefe  preceding  and 
feemingly  calamitous  circumftances  are  excepted, 
the  Milfion  at  Otaheite  prcfents  views  of  an  hope- 
ful and  encouraging  nature.  It  has  alTumed 
confifl-ency  and  order  :  it  combines  integrity  of 
charader,  fortitude  of  mind,  and  fixcdnefs  of  re- 
folutlon,  with  a  continued  progrefTion  of  effort, 
for  the  exalted  purpofe  of  prefenting  th^  Doc- 
trines ot  the  bleffcd  Gofpel  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  perilhing  Heathen,  and  of  exhibiting  an  un- 
corrupt  example  of  their  tendencies  and  effeds,  in 
their  own  charaders  and  condudf. 

The  kind  providence  and  the  tender  mercies 
of  God  have  been  remarkably  experienced  and 
warmly  acknowledged  by  our  brethren  at  Ota- 
heite. The  gloomy  profpedls  and  painful  trials 
which  they  anticipated,  when  the  feparation  of  the 
Miffion  took  place,  of  being  plundered  and  dif- 
perfed  among  the  Heathen,  have  been  diffipated 
and  prevented;  and  inftead  of  thefe  calamities, 
<*  they  enjoy  good  health  of  body,  peaceable 
habitations,  and  unmolefted  means  of  Grace." 
When  thefe  circumftances  are  confidered,  it  will 
appear,  that  our  reduced  Miffion  at  that  ifland 
(at  the  date  of  the  laft  letters  which  have  been 
received)  enjoyed  as  many  advantages  as  can  be 
expeded  In  a  Heathen  land ;  and  gave  as  great 
profpedof  eftabllfhment  and  fuccefs  as,  from  their 
temporary  refidence  and  imperfed  proficiency  In 
the  language  and  habits  of  the  people,  can  rea^ 
fonably  be  cherilhed. 

The  Miffion  that  failed  In  the  Royal  Admiral, 
was  prepared    in   circumftances  of  comparative 
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darknefs  and  uncertainty.  The  Dlre6lors  en? 
dcavoured  to  a6b  with  prudence  and  wifdom  in 
its  equipment  and  deftination ;  and  although 
fome  variation  would  doubtlefs  have  been  made, 
if  the  laft  difpatchcs  from  Otaheitc  and  Tongataboo 
had  been  prcvioufly  received,  yet  they  hope  that 
neither  the  number,  the  condition,  nor  the  equip- 
ment of  the  Miuionnries  will  be  found  incon- 
venient, embarraffing,  or  ufelefs ;  and  that,  under 
the  continued  aufpices  of  the  Heavenly  Protector, 
they  have,  before  this  time,  joined  their  brethren 
at  Otaheite,  to  promote  with  redoubled  adlivity 
the  work  of  God  on  that  ifland,  and  to  extend 
their  exertions,  at  a  fuitable  opportunity,  to  other 
iflands  in  its  vicinity. 

In  February  laft,  the  Diredlors  received  letters 
from  the  Miffionaries  in  the  Royal  Admiral,  dated 
at  Rio  Janeiro,  27th  Auguft  1800.  So  far,  they 
had  proceeded  on  their  voyage;  and,  except  the 
death  of  Mr.  Turner,  Surgeon  of  the  fliip,  andthe 
temporary  but  fevere  illnefs  of  fome  of  the  Mif- 
fionaries, in  confequence  of  a  maHgnant  fever 
among  the  convids,  no  circumftances  of  moment 
or  of  forrow  had  occurred  to  them.  Their  jour- 
nal gives  a  very  fatisfadory  account  of  the  com- 
mendable and  profitable  manner  \y\  which  they 
employ  their  time  :  a  great  part  of  it  appears  to 
be  fpent  in  fuch  exerciies  of  devotion  and  improve- 
ment, as  eipecially  regard  their  intended  MifTion- 
ary  fervices.  The  unhappy  lltuation  and  profli- 
gate charaders  of  the  convids,  had  (as  in  a  for- 
mer and  fmiilar  cafe)  excited  the  compaflion  of 
our  brethren  ;  and  an  urgent  fenfe  of  duty  had 
ftimulated  them  to  labour  to  bring  thefe  poor  fin- 
ners  to -a  convidion  of  their  guilt,  and  induce 
them  to  look  '*  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh 
*^  awny  the  fm  of  the  world."  It  is  hoped  and  be- 
lieved, that  the   inftrudions  and  prayers  of  our 

brethren 
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bi^ethren  have  not  been  in  vain  ;  and  it  well  de- 
serves to  be  confidered,  that  Chriftians,  when  dor 
Ing  the  will  and  profecuting  the  work  of  God,  are 
often  favoured  with  opportunities  of  performing  in- 
cidental additional  fervices  in  the  caufe  of  their 
great  Lord  and  Matter ;  and  thefe  fervices  are 
the  means  of  exercifing  and  improving  their  gifts 
and  graces,  efi:ab)ifhing  their  purpofes,  'animat- 
ing their  hopes,  and  peculiarly  fitting  them  for  the 
work  of  their  original  and  fpecial  defignation. 

Before  they  leave  the  fubje6t  of  the  Otaheitcan 
Million,  the  Diredors  w.oi)ld  obferve,  that  from 
motives  of  compaffion,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and 
from  a  deiire  tp  afTift  the  exertipns  of  the  So- 
ciet)'',  they  fometime  lince  confented  to  take  two 
boys  and  two  men  who  were  brought  to  this 
country  from  Otaheite  and  one  of  the  Marquefiaa 
iflands,  under  their  patronage.  A  comfortable 
refidcnceand  a  fuitable  courfe  of  inftrudion  were 
provided  for  them ;  but  it  has  pleafed  the  Supreme 
Difpofer  of  events  to  call  away,  by  death,  one 
of  the  boys,  and  both  the  men>  A  youth,  who 
came  from  Otaheite  when  a  part  of  the  Miffion- 
aries  left  that  ifland,  remains  under  the  protedlion 
of  the  Direclors  j  and  he  exhibits  fuch  docility" 
and  proficiency,  under  appropriate  inftrudlion 
and  management,  as  afford  hopes  of  his  being  ufe- 
^ul  to  the  Society  in  its  future  operations. 

Mission  to  Tongataboo. 
Since  the  laft, General  Meeting,  three  of  the 
Miffionaries  who  were  left  at  that  ifland,  have  re- 
turned to  this  country ;  two  have  tarried  at  Port 
Jackfon ;  one  has  chofen  to  remain  at  Tongataboo 
(but  in  fuch  a  flate  of  mind  and  condud  as  to 
af][brd  no  expcd:ation  of  any  benefit  being  de- 
rived from  his  continuance  there);  and  the  other 
xhreeofour  brethren  have  fallen  vidims  to  the 

inteftine 
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inteftine  commotions  of  the  ifland,  and  the  feroci- 
ous difpofitions  of  fome  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
Diredors  have  deeply  and  ferioufly  examined  the 
brethren  who  have  returned  home,  on  the  fubjeifl 
of  their  Miffion.  The  refult  has  been,  that  they 
have  to  lament  its  unprodudivenefs,  as  well  as  its 
fatal  and  fanguinary  termination.  Still,  however, 
they  think  that  impreflions  favourable  to  the 
charaders  and  the  purpofes  of  our  brethren,  have 
been  made  upon  many  of  the  natives  of  Tongata- 
boo,  which  in  the  event  of  another  benevolent 
vifit  being  made  to  that  ifland,  may  be  found  to 
have  produced  fome  fruit,  though  of  an  inferior 
nature  and  of  inconfiderable  growth,  to  his  praife 
and  glory,  who  has  often  feemed  to  make  the  blood 
of  his  beloved  martyrs  the  feed  of  a  future 
Church. 

South  African  Mission. 

The  flate  of  this  Miffion,  when  the  preceding 
Annual  Report  was  made  to  this  Society,  afforded 
the  Diredtors  abundant  matter  for  gratitude,  and 
admiration  at  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  at  the  zeal 
and  dcvotednefs  of  the  brethren  who  were  then 
en?ao;ed  in  it.  Since  that  time  the  four  brethren, 
who  failed  in  May,  1800,  have  arrived  at  the 
Cape,  and  have  commenced  their  Miflionary  la- 
bours in  its  vicinity  ;  and  three  brethren  from  Hol- 
land, who  took  their  pafiage  in  January  laft,  have, 
it  is  hoped,  reached  the  firne  deftination.  The 
Miifion  to  that  part  of  the  Heathen  world  has 
been  thus  continually  increafing  in  its  ftrength ; 
and  the  Direftars  are  happy  to  cidd,  that  the  laft 
letters  which  have  been  received  from  thence,  in- 
clude a  call  for  additional  Miffionaries  to  labour 
in  a  field  of  increafing  extent,  and  of  encouraging 
cxpedations.    The  fpark  of  Miflionary  zeal  which 

was 
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was  wafted  from  this  country  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,    appears    to    have    been    kindled    into  a 
flame  in  the  bofom  of  our  Chriftian  friends  at 
that  Nation.      Already  it   feems  to  have   taken 
hold  on  the  outilcirts  of  Satan's  kingdom  ;  and 
with  the  continued  affiftance  of  its  Almighty  in- 
fpirer,   it  bids  fair  to  fpread  its  holy  energies  into 
fome  of  the  recelTesof  the  infernal  empire.     The 
Miffionary  Society  at  the  Cape,  in  Auguft  iSoo, 
had  no  iefs  than  1900  Heathen  under  their  tuition, 
nnd  fince  that  time,  the  number  has  confiderablf 
increafed.   Our  venerable  friend  Dr.  Vanderkemp, 
was,  in  December  laft,  ft  ill  among  the  Caffrees. 
His  trials  appear  to  be  great,  his  fafety  precarious, 
his  fituation   lonely  and  cheerlefs,     and  his  en- 
couragement not  fo  great  as  might  be  expelled 
from  his  exemplary  diligence   and  zeal.      Still, 
however,    this  Miffionary  Champion  ftrengthens 
himfelf  in  his  God,  and  patiently  waits  for  liberty 
to  vifit  his  friends  at  the  Cape  ;  or  for  an  opening 
in  providence,  that  fome  of  the  brethren  may  be 
fent  to  him.      May  deliverance  and  fuccefs  be 
aftbrded  to  this  valuable  and  dift:ingui(hed  fervant 
of  our  Divine  Mafter  1 

The  brethren  Kicherer  and  Kramer,  after  hav- 
ing laboured  with  acceptance  and  fuccefs  in  the 
country  of  the  Bofchemen,  have  agreed  to  go  eight 
days  journey  toward  the  Great  River,  agreeably 
to  an  impreffive  and  often  repeated  invitation 
which  they  have  received  from  near  a  thoufand 
Heathen  of  various  tribes,  who  refide  together ; 
and  who  earneftly  deiire  religious  inftru6tion. 
The  brethren  Anderfon  and  Edwards  are  intend- 
ed to  refide  among  the  Bofchemen,  to  carry  on  the 
-work  whch  has  been  fo  propitioufly  begun.  Bro- 
thers Lingen  and  Read  are  at  prefent  in  Waggon- 
makers  Valley,  affifting  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van-Sulk, 
whofe  miniftry  is  attended  by  about  300  Hea- 
then, 
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then,  among  whom  there  are,  it  is  faid,  "  many 
flroHcT  believers,"  and  many  others  on  whom  the' 
work  of  God  appears  favingly  to  be  begun* 
At  a  fuitable  time  thefe  brethren  are  intended  to 
aiTifl  Dr.  Vanderkemp,  in  his  labour  among  the 
CatTrees.  Brother  Tromp  pcrfever^s,  with  moft 
commendable  zeal,  to  inftrud  both  Heaihens  and 
Chriftians.  The  efforts  of  our  Miflionaries  appear 
to  be  well  fupported  by  the  kindnefs  and  genero- 
fity  of  the  Chrifliian  friends  at  the  Cape  and  its 
vicinity  :  and  the  Dutch  Minifters  at  feveral  of 
the  fettleinents,  arc  labouring  with  diligence  and 
fuccels  among  their  countrymen,  and  in  the  in- 
lirudion  of  the  furrounding  (laves  and  Hot- 
tentots. With  fuch  encouraging  profpedts,  and 
in  compliance  with  an  earneft  requeft  from  the 
Society  at  the  Cape  for  additional  Miffionaries, 
the  Diredors  have  determined  to  accept  of  three 
German  brethren,  who  have  offered  themfelves  tor 
the  w^ork  of  God  in  Africa ^'who  are  well  re- 
commended by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strache,  of  Hats- 
haufen  in  Eaft  Friefland,  and  who,  at  prefent, 
are  receiving  appropriate  inftruclions  under  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jaenicke,  at  Berlin.  The  Directors 
were  authorized  by  a  Refolution  of  the  laft  Gene- 
ral Meeting,  to  "  enlarge  the  Miffions  in  Africa^ 
and  to  eftablilh  fuch  new  ones  as  circumflances 
jfhould  render  expedient."  They  have  adted  in 
the  fpirit  of  this  refolution,  and  truft,  that  the 
provilion  of  Miffionaries  which  they  have  made 
will  not  be  thought  to  exceed  the  extent  and  im- 
portance of  the  work  which  the  Providence  of 
God  appears  to  fet  before  this  Society,  for  its  par- 
tronage  and  execution. 

East  Indies. 
A  Letter,  dated  5th  Auguft,  1800,  has  lately 
been  received  from  Mr.  Forfyth,    the   Society's 

Miffionary 
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Miffionary  in  India.  At  that  time  he  was  well 
in  health ;  had  made  confiderable  proficiency  in 
the  language  of  the  country,  and  was  about  to 
begin  a  Ichool  for  the  inftrudlion  of  the  children 
of  the  natives.  Mr.  Forfyth  appears  to  polfefs 
a  true  Miffionary  Spirit  ;  and  he  exhibits  fidehty 
and  cifintereftednefs  of  charader  and  condud. 
The  Diredors  have  long  fince  been  authorized  to 
increafe  the  Miffion  to  that  part  of  the  world  ; 
but  circumftances  have  occurred  to  fruflrate  their 
delires  and  intentions.  It  is  an  objeft,  however, 
which  they  think  by  far  too  important  to  be  for- 
gotten or  negleded  ;  they  are,  therefore,  continu- 
ing their  enquiries  and  their  correfpondence  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  fuitable  perfons  to  afiifl 
Mr.  Forfyth,  or  to  labour  in  any  preferable  parts 
of  India. 

TwillingAte,  in  Newfoundland. 

Since  the  lafl  General  Meeting,  two  Letters 
have  been  received  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hillyard, 
who  is  flationed  at  that  place,  under  the  patronage 
of  this  Society.  Mr.  Hillyard*s  account  is  pleaf- 
ing,  encouraging,  and  fatisfadory.  He  appears 
to  labour  with  diligence  in  the  work  of  his  mi- 
niftry,  in  the  inftrudtion  of  youth,  and  in  cate- 
chizing children.  Having  vifited  fome  of  the  ad- 
jacent iflandsi  he  has  recommended  to  the  Direc- 
tors, that  another  Miffionary  be  fent  from  this 
Society,  to  preach  the  Gofpel  at  Fogo,  Bonavifla, 
and  Green-Pond  Ifland.  This  meafure  has  been 
maturely  confidered  ;  and  it  has  been  refolved  to 
comply  with  Mr.  Hillyard*s  recommendation, 
whenever  a  fuitable  perfon  (hall  be  accepted  and 
qualified  for  the  propofed  ftation. 

C  Mission 
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Mission  to  Canada. 

The  Diredlors  reported  to  the  lafi:  General 
Meeting,  that  two  Miflionaries  had  been  fent  to 
Quebec,  in  comphance  with  feveral  applications 
which  had  been  received  from  refpedable  perfons 
united  in  Chridian  Society  at  that  city  >  and 
which  reprefented  the  province  of  Canada  to  be 
in  a  deplorable  Hate.,  from  the  almoft  total  want 
of  Religious  Inftitutions.  Mr.  Benrom  and  Mr. 
Mitchell,  on  their  arrival  at  Quebec,  met  with 
kind  reception  and  fuitable  encouragement  ;  and 
after  preaching  alternately  in  a  pkce  hired  for  the 
purpofe,  it  was  fetded,  that  Mr.  Bentom  ftiould 
continue -his  labours  there,  and  that  Mr.  Mit- 
chell Ihould  proceed  to  Montreal,  in  profecutioa 
of  fimilar  fervices.  By  letters  from  Mr.  Bentom, 
it  appears  that  fome  circumftances  occurred 
which,  for  a  time,  feemcd  to  preient  an  obflaclc 
to  his  continued  acceptance  and  ufefulnefs ,  but 
his  lad  letter,  dated  4th  November,  1 800,  is 
more  fatisfadory  and  encouraging,  as  it  ftates 
that  the  Hearers  and  Subfcribers  at  Quebec  are 
on  the  increafe,  and  that  the  caufe  of  God  is  pa- 
tronized by  fome  very  refpedable  inhabitants. 
On  account  of  the  Subfcription  which  has  been 
raifed  for  Mr.  Bentom^s  (upporr,  it  is  prefumed 
that  his  refidence  at  Quebec  will  occafion  little  or 
110  expence  to  this  Society. 

The  Diredors  are  forry  to  report,  that  Mr. 
Mitchell's  reception  at  Montreal  was  difcourag- 
ing  ;  and  that,  after  having  preached  there  about 
fix  weeks,  without  meeting  with  any  patronage 
or  fupport,  or  profpedl  of  fuccefs,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  leave  that  city.  Mr.  Mitchell,  it  ap- 
pears, made  inquiries  rcfpedting  the  Indians  in 
the  vicinity  of  Montreal,  with  a  view  of  endea- 
vouring to  be  ufeful  among  them  ;  but  the  infor- 
mation 
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mation  which  he  received  was,  on  many  accounts, 
fo  unfavourable  to  fuch  an  unckrtaking,  that  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  decline  it,  and  to  avail 
himfelf  of  a  defire  which  fome  perfons,  at  the  Bay 
^fChaleurs  (^about  four  hundred  miles  from  Que- 
bec) had  exprclfed,  of  having  the  benefits  of  a 
Gofpel  Miniftry.  The  Diredors  fuppofe  that 
Mr.  Mitchell  has  proceeded  to  this  fetdement ; 
and  they  hope  he  v/ill  prove  faithful  to  his  en- 
-gagemeRts,and  fuccefsfulin  his  labours. 

Port  Jackson,  New  South  Wales. 

The  Diredors,  perhaps^  cannot  llridly  include 
this  fettlement  among  the  number  of  thofe  which 
are  Miflionary  Stations;  yet,  as  many  of  the 
MifTionaries  returned  thither  from  Otaheite  and 
Tongataboo,  and  as  fome  of  them  continued  there 
to  the  prefent  time,  it  is  thought  right  to  notice 
circumftances  of  fuch  appropriatenefs  in  this  Re- 
port. The  Diredors  feel  fome  fatisfadion  in 
ilating,  that  iht  apparently  calamitous  providen*. 
ces  which  caft  our  brethren  on  the  Ihores  of 
New  South  Wales,  have  not  been  wholly  unirn- 
proved,,  by  thofe  of  them  who  could  engage  ia 
ininifterial  offices.  Meffrs.  Cover,  Henry,  and 
HaffelU  have  preached  the  Gofpel  in  many  dif- 
trids  of  the  colony ;  alternately  with  beclouded 
expedations  aad  fanguine  hopes ;  but  Mr.  Co- 
ver having  fince  arrived  in  England,  and  Mr. 
Henry  to  Otaheite,  it  is  feared  that  little,  if  any 
progrefs,  has  been  made  in  concihating  the  difpo- 
litions  and  converting  the  fouls  of  the  colonifls. 
This  indeed  appears  to  be  a  work  of  mighty  en- 
terprize  ;  for  although  no  oppofition  can  relifl  the 
energies  of  Almighty  Power  and  Grace,  yet  it  be- 
comes us  to  coniider  and  to  ad  upon  the  appro- 
priatenefs  of  human  means ;  and  in  this  view  the 
profligacy  and  impiety  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
C  2  colony 
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colony  is  reprefented  to  be  fo  exceflive  and  enor^ 
mous,  as  to  require  minifterial  ardour,  fortitude^ 
and  patience,  of  the  very  higheft  kind  and  de- 
gree. 

If  it  fliould  plcafe  God  to  imprefs  upon  thp 
hearts  of  any  of  his  fervants  the  duty  and  im- 
portance of  undertaking  a  work  of  fuch  peculiar 
difficulty,  but  affeding  benevolence  ;  and  itfhould 
appear  that  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  has  endued 
them  with  fuitable  gifts  and  graces,  the  Direc- 
tors think,  that  the  patronage  of  this  Society,  to 
introduce  them  and  to  aflift  (if  neceffary)  in  fup- 
porting  them,  would  be  legitimate  and  beneficial 
exertions.  Such  a  Miffion,  in  itfelf,  mud  be  re- 
garded as  an  objedl  of  great  intereft,  on  account 
of  the  increafing  ftate  of  the  colony,  and  pf  the 
number  of  children  that  fland  in  need  of  learning 
and  Chriftian  inftrudion  ;  befides  which,  it  fhould 
be  remembered,  that  in  the  event  of  a  religious  in- 
tereft being,  by  the  Divine  bleffing,  eftabhfhed 
and  enlarged  at  Port  Jackfon  and  the  fettlements 
in  its  vicinity,  our  Miflions  in  the  South  Sea$ 
may  be  vifited  with  comparative  freqiiency  and 
facility  j  and  be  relieved,  removed,  fuppo^ed, 
or  enlarged  (as  circumftances  might  require) 
with  peculiar  advanrage.  It  is  therefore  hoped, 
that  thefe  confideration?,  on  a  fubjedl  of  manifeft 
importance,  will  not  be  unimprellive  on  themind5 
oi  the  prefent  meeting,  nor  be  unimproved  in  thg 
deliberations  of  future  Diredlors. 

At  the  laft  General  Meeting,  two  objedls  of 
great  importance  and  of  clofe  connection  with 
the  defigns  of  this  Society  and  the  general  inte- 
refts  of  Religion,  were  committed  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Diredors.  They  were  authorized  to 
take  fuitable  meafures  fo!*  printing  as  large  an  edi- 
tion of  the  Bible,  or  of  the  New  Teftament  only^ 
in  the  French  language,  as  Ihould  appear  to  them 

necellary^ 
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-neceflary,  with  a  preliminary  diflertation  on  the 
jcvidences  of  its  divine  infpiration  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  their  being  diftributed  in  France  and 
Belgium,  by  eligible  and  efficacious  means.  And 
they  were  alfo  aiuhorifed  to  appropriate  500I.  per 
annum  to  the  improvement  of  a  certain  number 
of  Miffionaries  of  promifing  talents  and  approved 
piety,  by  affording  them  appropriate  inftrudtion 
for  the  (pace  of  two  years  previously  to  their  ac- 
tual entrance  on  Mifiionary  duty ;  and  to  carry 
thefe  meafures  into  effed  conformably  to  the  Re- 
port made  on  this  fubjed  to  the  faid  General 
Meeting. 

The  Diredors  have,  fubfequently,  taken  both 
of  the  above-mentioned  objeds  into  their  confide- 
ration.  With  regard  to  the  firll:,  after  fome  deli- 
beration, they  came  to  a  refolution,  That  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bogue  be  requefted  to  prepare  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  be  prefixed  to  an  edition  of  the  New  Tef- 
lament  in  the  French  language,  and  to  be  circu- 
lated in  FraTice  and  Belgium  :  and  they  appointed 
a  Committee  to  correfpond,  on  this  fubjed,  with 
the  Mifiionary  Societies  in  Holland  and  other 
parts  of  the  Continent,  and  to  exercife  a  general 
fuperintendence  in  the  execution  of  this  meafure. 
They  have  now  the  pleafure  to  report  to  the  So- 
ciety, that  the  propofed  Introduction  to  the  New 
Teftament,  in  French,  is  completed  :  and  in  order 
to  give  publicity  to  a  concern  of  fuch  great  import- 
ance, and  an  enlarged  intereft  in  a  work  which 
promifes  extenfive  and  beneficial  effeds,  the  Di- 
redlors  have  requefted  Mr.  Bogue  to  print  the 
Preface  in  Engfifli,  that  it  may  be  generally- 
known  and  read  in  this  country.  The  corre- 
fpondence  which  the  Diredors  have  carried  on 
with  relpedable  Individuals  and  Societies  on  the 
Continent,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  true  fhate  of 
religion  in  France,  and  to  provide  luitable  per- 

fons 
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fons  to  travel  through  that  country  for  the  purpofe 
of  circulating  the  Scriptures,  has  been  encouragt- 
ing,  but  is  not  yet  efficient.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be 
continued  in  the  future  diredion  of  the  Society  : 
and  it  is  hoped  that,  as  the  provifion  of  the  Nevy 
Tefhament  in  French,  with  the  propofed  Diflerta- 
tion  on  its  Divine  Authority,  may  be  foon  com- 
pleted, there  will  not  be  a  deficiency  of  means 
for  giving  them  a  mofi:  extenfive  and  appropriate 
dilTcmination. 

The  Dire<ftors  have  alfo  frequently  deliberated 
on  the  bed  means  of  eftablifhing  the  propofed 
Miflionary  Seminary.  The  fupcrintendence  of  a 
perfon  of  eminent  abilities,  of  exemplary  piety, 
and  of  a  true  Miflionary  fpirit,  feemed  to  be  au 
acquifition  fifft  in  order  and  importance  in  this 
bufinefs.  With  thefe  views  they  were  directed  to 
their  Reverend  Brother,  whofe  laudable  zeal  and 
efficient  labours  have  in  the  laft  article  been  ac- 
knowledged and  recorded,  and  whofe  difpofition 
to  j>romotc  the  defigns  of  this  Society,  and  his 
devotednefs  to  the  caufe  of  God:,  were  again  ma- 
nlfeftcd  by  his  confenting  to  accept  the  office  of 
tutor  in  the  Miffionary  Seminary.  The  Direct 
tors  have  alfo  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of 
fuitable  arrangements  to  carry  this  meafure  fully 
into  effedV,  as  far  as  the  propofed  e-xpenditure 
would  allow  ;  conneding  at  the  fame  time  a 
liberal  offer  of  500I.  from  two  very  generous  and 
refpcclable  friends,  for  the  purpofe  of  enlarging 
the  number  of  pupils.  They  have  promoted  an 
examination  of  the  Miffionaries  who  are  under 
the  patronage  of  this  Society,  with  a  view  to  af- 
certain  their  titnefs  to  receive  the  intended  courfe 
of  education  ;  and  have  propofed  to  them  fuch 
regulations  and  conditions  as  in  this  cafe  have 
been  thought  necelTary  to  be  adopted  and  ob- 
ferved.     In   confcquence   of  thefe   proceedings^ 

three 
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three  Miflionaries  have  been  reported  to  be  fuira- 
bly  fitted  and  difpofed  to  partake  of  the  propofed 
inftrudtions.  And  the  Dire(!\:ors  truft,  that  it  will 
be  among  the  firft  objeds  of  future  coniideration, 
to  commence  a  re<5;aiar  and  continued  courfe  of 
education  for  an  appropriate  clafs  of  Miflionaries^ 
as  fuch  a  meafure  fecms  both  necelTary  to  pro- 
mote the  defigns,  and  likely  to.  increafc  the  pa- 
tronage and  ufefulnefs  of  the  Miflionary  So- 
ciety. 

The  Directors  have  now  to  mention  an  objed, 
which,  having  been  prefented  to  their  ccnfidera- 
tion,  and  been  thought  of  clofe  connedlion  with 
the  beneficent  views  of  this  Society,  has  been 
purfued  with  encouragement  and  fatisfadion.  It 
has  been  ilated  to  the  Diredlors,  that  the  num- 
ber of  French  and  Dutch  prifoners  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  is  very  great ;  that  it  may 
be  prefumed  they  ftand  much  in  need  of  religious 
inftruftion ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  faci- 
lity and  importance  to  print  and  diftribute  fuitable 
tracts  among  them.  In  confequence  of  this  re- 
prefentation,  two  hundred  pounds  have  been  ap- 
propriated to  this  object ;  a  Committee  has  been 
appointed  to  feled  fuitable  trafls,  and  alfo  to 
take  meafures  that  they  may  be  duly  diftributed  ; 
and,  by  the  exertions  of  our  Reverend  Brethren 
and  Friends  at  Plymouth,  Portfmouth,  Briftol, 
Liverpool,  and  Sheernefs ;  of  Mr.  Morris,  late 
of  Newport  Pagnel,  and  Mr.  Pewtrcfs  of  Lon- 
don, upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  trafe,  in  the 
French  and  Dutch  language,  together  with  fome 
Teftaments  and  Bibles,  have  been  diftributed 
among  23,000  prifoners  of  thofe  two  nations;  and 
additional  fupplies  of  trads  are  at  prefent  requeft? 
ed  at  fome  of  the  above-mentioned  ftations. 

The  Diredors  have  been  gratified  at  hearing 
^hat  many  of  the  prifoners  have  appeared  to  feel 

themfelve^ 
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themfclves  much  interefted  in  thefe  exertions  of 
the  Society  ;  and  have  cxprcfFed  their  gratitude 
on  account  of  the  attention  that  has  been  paid  to 
them,  and  the  means  that  have  been  ufed  for  their 
inftrudion  and  benefit.     It  is  earneflly  hoped,  but 
not  certainly  afcertained,  that  real  good  has  beerr 
done  to  the  fouls  of  fome  of  the  prifoners  by  the 
meafures  which  have  been  taken  to  accompliOi,- 
with  the  divine  bleffing,  this  mod  dcfirable   end. 
On  this  account,  the  Diredlors  have  no  doubt  of 
the  concurrence  and  approbation  of  the  prefenc  ' 
meeting,  both  as  to  the  objed  which   has  been 
purfued,  and  the  pecuniary  expenditure  which  has 
been  employed  on  it.     And  they  think  it  their 
duty  to  recommend  a  continuance  of  that  appro- 
priate and  important  benevolence,  the  exertion  of 
which  is  calculated  to  do  honour  to  the  ChriHian 
profefTion  and  the   national  charadler ;    and  alfcr 
to  advance  thofe  defigns  of  the  Society  which  arc 
included  in  the  propofed  circulation  of  the  New 
Tefhament  in  France  and  Belgium. 

The  Diredlors  have  now  concluded  a  report  of 
their  operations  during  the  lad  year,  with  refped: 
to  the  Miflions  that  had  previoufly  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  Society,  and  to  fuch  other  obiedls 
as  in  their  judgment  are  legitimate,  benevolent, 
and  important.  And  they  have  prefented  fuch  a 
view  of  the  interefts  and  efforts  of  this  inftitu- 
tion  as  they  think  is  calculated  to  engage  the  at- 
tention, encourage  the  hopes,  and  animate  the 
exertions,  of  every  Chriftian,  in  behalf  of  a  well- 
con  nedled  and  greatly-enlarged  work  of  God. 

To  cherilh  and  increafe  a  MifTionary  fpirit,  by 
fuitable  reprefentations  of  the  pitiable  ftate  of 
Heathen  and  unenlightened  countries,  and  the 
highly  impreffive  duty  of  holding  forth  to  them 
the  word  of  life  and  falvation^ — to  employ  with 

difcretion, 
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Sifcretion,  wirdom,  and  energy,  fuch  means  and 
Miflionaries  as  the  Providence  of  God  (hall  pre- 
fent  to  their  patronage  and  fiiperintendence  ;  and 
by  a  correfponcience  with  every  part  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  world,  to  diifeminate  Miffionary  knowledge, 
and  to  dired  Miffionary  efforts ;  thefe,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  the  continued  objedb  of  the  Society's  Ib- 
licitude,  and  of  the  Directors  future  labours.  Of 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  an  enlarged  and 
attentively  cultivated  correfpondence  with  re- 
fpedable  individuals  and  Societies  in  foreign  parts 
of  the  world,  the  Directors  think  very  highly. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  pad  year,  letters  have  been 
received  from  America,  Holland,  and  A^arious 
parts  of  Germany,  which  evince,  that  by  the  dif- 
femination  of  Miffionary  intelligence,  Miffionary 
zeal  has  been  created  and  put  in  adion.  In  Ame- 
rica, feveral  focieties  have  been  formed,  and  have 
commenced  encouraging  exertions  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  inftruding  and  converting  the  native  In- 
dians. In  Holland  and  Germany  fimilar  inftitu- 
tions  have  been  eflabliQied  ;  refpedable  and  opu- 
lent individuals  have  offered  their  patronage  and 
co-operation:  this  Society  has,  in  confequence, 
been  fupplied  with  fome  valuable  Miffionaries ; 
and  at  the  prefent  time  fix  efteemed  and  fuitably 
inftruded  Miffionaries  are  at  Berlin,  waiting  the 
Diredors*  acceptance  of  their  offers  to  preach  the 
Gofpel  among  the  Heathen  nations  in  Africa. 

A  Miffionary  Society,  of  great  refpedability  and 
promifing  afped,  has  aifo  lately  been  formed  at 
Tain  and  Invcrnefs,  in  the  northern  extremity  of 
Scotland. 

Among  other  acceptable  proofs  of  an  increaf- 
ing  zeal  for  the  introdudion  of  our  Saviour's 
kingdom  among  the  Heathen,  we  notice,  with 
fatisfadion,  the  affociation  which  has  lately  been 
formed  by  feveral  pious  and  refpedable  clergy^ 
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men,  and  other  eminent  members  of  the  Church 
of  England,  for  promoting  that  objedl.  Thefe 
worthy  characters  being  of  opinion  that  their  ex- 
ertions as  a  feparate  and  diftinft  fociety  might  be 
more  beneficial  than  by  an  union  with  ours, 
(which  comprehends  other  denominations  as  we'J 
as  members  of  the  eftabhQiment)  have  accord- 
ingly formed  a  Miffionary  Inftitution,  whofc 
operations  are  intended  to  be  moce  efpecially 
directed  toward  the  continent  of  Afia  an^ 
Africa;  our  moft  ardent  prayers  fhall  be  of- 
fered for  a  diftinguifhcd  benedidion  on  their 
zealous  endeavours  ;  and  we  truft  we  fliall  have 
to  unite  our  thankful nefs  and  joy  on  account  of 
their  abundant  fuccefs.  The  energies  of  Chris- 
tians of  every  name  are  demanded  in  a,  field  lb 
boundlefs  in  extent  and  important  in  its  confe- 
quences ;  and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  every  mi- 
nifier  efpecially,  who  feels  the  immenfe  impori:- 
ance  of  this  caufe,  wijl  imprefs  upon  his  congre- 
gation and  connection  a  proper  attention  to  this 
fubjed,  that  we  may  be  furnifbed  with  an  ade- 
quate fupply  of  faithful  and  devoted  men,  who 
are  defirous  of  introducing  the  Gofpel  among  the 
Heathen  nations,  and  pofTefs  the  felf-denial,  p:^- 
tience,  and  other  qualifications  which  are  requifue 
for  fo  ardent  a  work. 

From  fuch  a  widely  extended  foundation  of 
fubftantial  knowledge  and  enlightened  zeal,  a  fu- 
perftructure  of  eminent  worth,  of  a  durable  na- 
ture, and  of  divine  efficiency,  may  reafonably  be 
expected  ;  and  no  human  means  (t'an  thofe  jufl 
mentioned)  fceni  better  calculated  to  bring  about 
that  univerfal  dift\ifion  of  piety  and  happinefs, 
which,  being  predicted  in  **  the  fure  word  of 
prophecy,'*  (hall  certainly  be  accompUlhed  ; — 
<*  when  the  earth  fliall  be  filled  with  the  know- 
«»  ledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters 
*'  cover  the  fea."  Dark, 
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THE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY, 

AT  THE  GENERAL  ANNUAL  MEETING, 
IN    SURREY    CHAPEL, 
Afay  13//;,  i8oi, 

BY   THE    REV.    HERBERT   MENDS, 

PLYMOUTH. 


SERMON  I. 


Zechariah  xlv.  5,  6,  7.    . 

^iiiJ  it  JhaJl  come  to  pafs  hi  that  day^  that  the  light 

Jhall  not  he  char,  nor  dark :  hut  it  Jhall  he  one 

day^whlchjliall  he  knoivn  to  the  Lord,  not  day 

nor  night ;  hut  itJJiail  come  to  pafs,  that  at  even-- 

ing  time  it  Jliall  he  light. 

Christian  Friends, 

■\7yHILE  {landing  before  you  on  this  occafion^ 
I  confefs,  the  mod  pleafing  and  the  moft 
painful  fenfations  are  av\akened  in  my  breaft. — ^ 
I  feel  peculiar  pleafure  in  witneffing  your  ardent 
and  unabating  zeal  in  fo  glorious  a  caufe — a  caufe 
which  combines  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  human  race.  I  feel  pain  in  contemplate 
ing  the  Miffionary  Society,  ftruggling  under  fa 
many  difficulties,  and  its  exertions  attended  with 
fo  niany  difcouraging  circumftances.  Imprefled 
with  thefe  fenfations,  1  have  been  led  to  dirc6t 
your  attention  to  the  words  of  this  holy  Prophet. 

The  infpired  Apoflle,  who  was  indulged  with 
the  peculiar  affe6lion  of  Jefus,  and  whofe  writings 
clofe  the  facred  volume,  allures  us  that  the 
tejlimony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy. 

Prophecy  depofits  the  ftrongelt  argument  in 
fupport  of  the  character  and  the  divine  Miffion  of 
Jefus  of  Nazareth,  A  teilimony  which  none  of 
the  infidels  of  the  pad,  or  the  prefent  age,  have 
h^^w  able  to  gainfay,  or  refill :  a  teflimony,  which 
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will  ere  long  force  convidlion  on  all  nations, 
kindred,  people,  and  tongues. 

This  fubjed  may  be  divided  into  two  grand 
parts  or  dalles — th^  prc*ph^cies  which  relate  to  the 
P  erf  on  of  Chri/i,  and  thofe  which  relate  to  the 
glorious  Gofpel  of  the  bleffed  God  :  and  both,  on 
a  minute  inveftigation,  will  be  found  to  yield  an 
incontrovertible  teftimony  to  Jefus. 

Good  men,  under  thb  Old  Teftament  occonomvj 
fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghofl: 
and  they  fpake  of  Jefus,  ages  before  his  jrppear- 
ance  on  earth.  The  venerable  patriarch  Jacob 
uttered  a  rnemofable  prophecy ;  "  The  fceptre 
•^  fliail  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from 
*'  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come  ;  and  unto 
*'  him  (hall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.'* 

After  many  years  had  completed  their  revolu- 
tions, Ifaiah  fpeaks  of  the  Mejfiah  under  a  fimilar 
metaphor  :  *'  and  there  (hall  come  forth  a  rod  out 
*'  of  theftemof  Jeffe,  and  a  branch  (liall  grow  out 
*'  of  his  roots- — he  fhall  (land  for  an  enfign  of  the 
•^  people ;  to  it  fliall  the  Gentiles  feek."  And  a  New 
Teftament  writer  applies  thefe  words  to  Chrifl:, 
faying,  "  There  fhall  be  a  root  of  Jefle,  and  he 
*^  fliaTl  rife  to  reign  over  the  Gentiles :  in  him  (hall 
*^thc  Gendles  truft." 

Other  prophetical  writings  exprefsly  foretold  the 
name  of  the  promifed  Shiloh  :  the  place  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  nativity  ;  his  poverty,  Ignominy, 
fufferlngs,  2nd  death,  with  all  the  memorable  in- 
cidents attendant  on  that  folemn  event.  His  re- 
furredlion,  afcenfion,  and  final  triumph  over  all 
his  enemies,  are  alfo  minutely  recorded.  And  li  has 
been  unanfwerably  proved,  that  thefe  predidlions 
were  uttered  many  hundred  years  before  the  birth 
of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  in  whom  they  were  all  literally 
fulfilled. 

Let  it  alfo  be  remarked,  that  Jefus  himfelf  de- 
livered 
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Hw'ered  many  prophecies,  which  have  been  cir- 
cumfUntially  accomphfhed.  He  foretold  his  be- 
in^  dehvered  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies  by  one 
pf  his  difciples,  and  lignified  what  death  he  Ihoiiid 
die.  •  He  very  exphcitly  told  his  fripnds  that  they 
would  all  foriiike  him  in  the  moment  of  danger; 
and  efpecially,  that  Peter,  the  mod  bold  among 
them,  would  thrice  deny  him  before  the  approach- 
ing morning.  How  mournfully  thefe  predictions 
were  fulfilled,  we  all  too  well  know. 

But  none  of  the  prophecies  of  our  Lord  lay  a 
rnore  irrefiftible  claim  on  our  minds,  than  0^-;ii 
which  related  tq  the  dedruclion  of  Jerufalem. 
And  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  this  predidion 
was  delivered  p.bout  forty  years  before  that  event 
took  place. 

The  words  of  Jefus  are  remarkable  : — '^  As  for 
^*  thcfe  things  which  ye  behold,  theda3/s  will  come^ 
f  in  which  there  fhall  not  be  left  one  ftone  upon 
*'  another,  that  (hall  not  be  thrown  dov^n." 

''  It  feemed  exceedingly  improbable  (fays  Dr. 
Dodderidge)  that  this  fhould  happen  in  that  age, 
confidering  the  peace  of  the  Jews  with  the  Romans, 
and  the  ftrength  of  their  citadel,  which  forced 
Titus  himfelf" to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  the 
fmgular  hand  of  God  which  compelled  them  to 
relinquifh  fortifications  which  no  human  power 
could  have  conquered.'* 

But  the  words  of  our  Lord  were  literally  ac- 
complilhed  ;  for  although  Titus,  the  Roman  Gene- 
ral, did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prefeiVe  the 
temple,  as  a  magniiicent  monument  of  his  vic- 
tory, yet  he  could  not  effed  it.  The  Jews  fet 
fire  to  the  porticos :  and  one  of  the  Roman  foldiers 
threw  a  flaming  torch  in  at  the  golden  window, 
and  fet  fire  to  the  whole  building.  And  after- 
wards, Terentius  Rufus,  who  was  left  to  command. 
;hp  army  a^  Jerufalem,  with  a  plough,  adlually  tore 

up 
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tip  the  foundations  of  the  temple,  and  of  the  city  j 
and  thus  unintentionally  verified  the  predidion 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  alfo  of  the  prophet  Micah, 
who  faid,  *^  Therefore  fhali  Zion,  for  your  fake,  be 
*•  ploughed  as  a  field,  and  Jcrufalem  Ihall  become 
*'  heaps;  and  the  mountain  of  the  houfe,  as  the 
•'  high  places  of  the  foreft." 

Herein  we  perceive,  that  the  voice  of  Prophecy 
bears  a  teflimony  to  Jefus. 

The  next  clafs  of  Prophecies  relates  to  the  Grjfpel 
and  its  final  triumph.  Ifaiahy  in  expreffive  terms, 
defcribes  the  effedts  of  the  reign  of  Jefus  the  Prince 
cf  Peace  ;  of  the  increafe  of  whofe  government 
and  peace  there  lliall  be  no  end.—'*  They  fliall 
,  ♦'  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain,  for 
*'  the  earth  (hall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
*'  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  rhe  fea."  When  Mef- 
iiah  (hall  aflume  the  reigns  of  univerfal  govern-, 
ment,  **  he  fhall  judge  among  the  nations,  and 
*'  fhall  rebuke  many  people;  and  they  (hall  beat 
**-  their  fwords  into  ploughlhares,  and  their  fpears 
'*'into  pruning-hooks ;  nation  (hall  not  lift  up 
"  fvvord  againft  nation,  neither  (hall  they  learn  war 
"  any  more."  Jo  Jalfo,  with  a  prophetic  eye,  be- 
held the  glory  of  the  latter  day,  and  breaks  forth 
into  the  mofl:  lively  expreffions  of  joy,  "  And 
^'  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the  monn-. 
**  tains  (hall  drop  down  with  new  wine,  and  the 
**  hills  (liall  flow  with  milk,  and  all  the  rivers  of 
"  Judah  fhall  (low  with  waters,  and  a  fountain  (hall 
*'  come  forth  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  (hall 
*'  water  the  valley  of  Shittim." 

The  prophet  Zcchar'mh,  whofe  words  we  have 
under  confidcration,  (peaks  the  fame  languague, 
and  opens  the  (ame  animating  profpedl.  "  And 
"  it  (hall  be  in  that  day,  that  living  waters  fliall  go 
*♦  out  from  Jerufalem  ;  and  the  Lord  (hall  be  King 
*'  over  all  the  earth  ;  in  that  day  (liall  there  be  o7iq 
**  Lord,  and  his  name  one''  ver.  8,  9.  ThefQ 
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Thefe  prophecies  have,  in  a  meafure,  received 
an  accomplirtiment,  foon  after  the  memorable  day 
of  PentecofI: ;  for  the  Apoftles  fulfilled  the  com- 
mand of  their  rifen  and  triumphant  Lord, — "  Go 
*'  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gofpel  to 
"  every  creature/* 

But  it  muft  be  confelTed  that  they  looked  for- 
ward to  a  brighter  day  :  when  the  angel  fhall  come 
down  from  Heaven,  and  lliall  lay  "  hold  on  the 
**  Dragon,  that  old  ferpent  which  is  the  Devil,  and 
*'  fliall  bind  him  a  thoufand  years.'* 

Thefe  memorable  predidions,  confidered  in 
connexion  with  their  fulfilment,  eilablifhed  the  di- 
vinity of  Jefus,  and  confequently  the  authority 
of  the  Chriftian  religion.  '*  Yea^  it  is  proved  (fays 
an  eminent  v/ritcr)  by  ocular  demonftration ;  for 
we  can  have  no  reafon  to  donbt  of  the  truth  of  re- 
velationj  when  we  fee  inftances  of  things  (which 
could  not  depend  on  human  conjedure)  foretold 
with  the  greatefh  clearnefs,  and  fulfilled  hundreds  of 
years  afterwards,  with  the  greateft  exadtnefs.  Nay, 
we  fee  the  prophecies  (the  lateft  of  which  were  de- 
livered nearly  1800  years  ago,  and  fome  of  them 
3000  years  ago)  fulfilling  at  this  very  time ;  and 
cities,  and  countries,  and  kingdoms,  in  the  very 
fame  condition,  and  ail  brought  about  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  with  the  very  fame  circumftances  as 
the  Prophets  had  foretold." 

We  add,  therefore,  with  the  fame  Author, — . 
*'  Here  we  have  the  greateft:,  and  moft  if ri king  of 
all  miracles,  in  the  feries  of  fcripture  prophecies  ac- 
comphflied- — accomplifhed  as  we  fee  in  the  prefent 
Hate  of  the  Africans,  the  Egyptians,  the  Arabians, 
the  Turks,  the  Jews,  the  Papifts,  and  Proteftants 
— Nineveh,  Babylon,  Tyre,  the  Seven  Churches 
of  Afia,  and  of  Rome.  And  this  is  not  a  tranfient 
miracle,  clofing  almofb  as  foon  as  performed,  but 
permanent,  and  protraded  through  the  courfe  of 

E  many 
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many  generations.  It  is  not  a  miracle  delivered 
only  on  the  report  of  others^  but  it  is  fubjed  to  our 
ovon  infpedlion  and  examination.  It  is  not  a 
miracle  exhibited  only  before  a  certain  number 
of  witneffes,  but  it  is  open  to  the  oblervation  and 
contemplation  of  all  mankind;  and,  after  fo 
many  ages,  is  (liil  growing  and  ftill  improving  to 
future  ages.  What  ftronger  miracle  therefore  can- 
the  De'iji  require  for  his  convidion,  or  what  will 
avail  if  this  fhould  be  found  ineftedtual  ? — Alas  ! 
if  any  will  reje<ft  the  evidence  of  propj^cy^  nei- 
ther would  he  be  perfuaded,  though  one  ihould 
rife  from  the  dead  ["* 

The  prophet  Zechar'mh  was  contemporary  with 
Haggai*  Thefe  two  witnelfes  were  fent  on  the 
fame  commithon,  and  engaged  in  the  fame  im- 
portant work.  They  began  to  preach  foon  after 
the  proclamation  of  Cynts  to  the  Jews ;  by  which 
they  were  authorized  to  return  to  their  native 
country.  They  were  fent  to  encourage  them  in 
rebuilding  the  fecond  temple,  about  320  years 
'before  the  coming  of  Chrift. 

The  melTages  of  the  Lordvvere  conveyed  to  the 
Prophets  in  metaphorical  language:    and  there- 
fore, in  many  inftances,  hard   to  be  underftood, 
efpecially  before  the  events  predicted  had  taken 
*^place. 

The  words  of  our  text  are  of  this  defcription  : 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  fome  of  the 
prophecies  remain   to   he  accomplijhed  \  and  that 
Which  is  the  fubjed:  of  our  prefent  contemplation 
is  one  of  thefe. 

Be  it  then  our  employ, 

I.  7e  afccrta'm  the  period  to  which  the  Prophet 
filludes, 
2.  To 'lUnfir Ate  thipropertits  of  that  period^  and\^ 
2,»To  draw  fome  prad'ical  hferc7icesfrom  the  whole*' 

*  Bp.  Newton's  DifTert.  on  the  Prophecies,  yo1»  ii.  p»  41$* 

It 
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It  will  be  necefTary, 

1.  To  afcertain  the  ^xadl  time  to  which  the  Pro-, 
phet  alludes. 

I  prefume  not  to  enter  the  labyrinth  of  pro- 
phecy, in  which  a  multitude  of  pious  and  learned 
men  have  been  bewildered.  I  prefume  not  to. 
fathom  the  deep  things  of  God.  The  language 
of  prophecy  is  neceilarily  wrapt  in  obfcurity,  and 
may  be  defigned  to  humble  man,  to  awaken  energy,, 
and  to  heighten  the  glory  of  God.  We  muft  not 
therefore  expert  to  fix  the  precife  period  of  the 
accompliHiment  of  the  grand  deligns  of  the 
Sovereign  Governor  of  the  univerfe.  Prophecy-. 
is  bell  interpreted  by  comparing  the  events  as  they 
rife,  with  the  predictions. 

Yet  we  are  permitted,  nay  encouraged,  to  be 
attentive  ohfervers  of  tlie  ligns  of  the  times,  and  tQ 
contemplate  them  with  the  mind  of  a- Chriftian  : 
to  compare  fcripture  with  fcripture,  that  we  may 
Jknow  what  is  the  rtiind  of  the  Spirit. 

On  this  ground  we  tread  while  inveftigating  this 
part  of  facred  writ. 

^'  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day.'* 

This  expreflion  is  frequently  ufed  by  this  pro- 
phet in  the  preceding^  and  fcveral  times  in  }his, 
chapter.  It  denotes  a  certain  period  in  which  the 
Lord  defigned  to  accomplifli  the  great  events- 
predided. 

But  it  is  noteafy  to  determine  the  day  to  which 
the  infpired  penman  alluded.  "  Whether  it  re- 
fers (as  Mr.  Henry  remarks)  to  the  whole  period 
of  time,  frorri  tlie  prophet's  days  to  the  days  of 
MefTiah,  or  to  fome  particular  events  in.  that  time  ; 
or  to  Chrift's  coming  and  fetting  up  his  kingdom 
on  the  ruins  of  the  Jewifli  polity,  we  cannot  de- 
termine :  but  divers  paiTages  feertv^a  look  as  far 
forward  as  the  Gofpel  times.'*  ^ 

F.  2  Whoa 
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When  we  attend  to  the  flrong  language  the 
Prophet  holds,  in  ver.  8,9,  and  again,  ver.  20,  21, 
we  are  conftrained  to  confider  it  as  defcriptive  of 
that  illuftrious  day,  when  Gofpel  truths  and 
Gofpel  bleffings  fliall  flied  their  benign  influence 
on  all  nations. 

In  ver.  i ,  the  Prophet  defcribes  the  Lord  coming 
forth  in  vengeance  againft  jerufalem.  He  had 
threatened  that  he  would  bring  the  third  part 
through  the  fire,  and  refine  them  as  filver  is  re- 
fined, and  try  them  as  gold  is  tried,  chap.  xiii.  9. 
And  here  he  proceeds  to  execute  that  terrible  work: 
of  judgment. 

But  the  anger  of  the  Lord  endureth  only  for  a 
moment,  for  in  v.  3,  he  beholds  his  fuflering  child- 
ren ;  mercy  pleads  and  prevails  on  their  behalf: 
"  then  (hall  the  Lord  go  forth  and  fight  againft 
"  thofc  nations,  as  when  he  fought  in  the  day  of 
^*  battle."  And  the  following  verfes  defcribe  the 
manner  in  which  their  deliverance  is  wrought  out ^ 
which  probably  teaches  us  that  God  will  take  his 
ftation  as  near  the  furnace  when  his  gold  is  re- 
fining, as  the  Mount  of  Olives  to  Jerufalem.  He 
will  itand  by  them,  to  proportion  their  ftrength 
to  their  trial. 

And  when  God's  purpofes  are  accomplifhed, 
every  mountain  (hall  cleave  in  the  midft.  The 
feparating  wall  between  the  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
fhall  be  broken  down,  and  all  nations  Ihall  have 
accefs  to  thofe  living  waters,  which  go  out  of 
Jerufalem;  and  the  happy  refult  (hall  be,  **  The 
•'  Lord  ihall  be  King  over  all  the  earth." 

If  this  interpretation  be  jufl,  the  words  allude 
to  Gofpel  days ;  and  perhaps  to  the  prefent  day/ 
to  the  clofe  of  that  dark  day  which  has  long  hung 
over  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

A  cloud  of  witnelfes  fuppofted  the  idea,  that 
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we  are  arrived  at  an  eventful  period  ;  and  probably 
at  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  jlntichri/i. 

Many  pafTmg  events  feem  to  be  unfolding  pror 
phecy.  The  geneial  apprehenflon  of  the  religious 
world,  the  afped:  of  the  political  and  the  Chriftian 
Heavens,  the  gradual  declenfion  of  the  anti- 
chriflian  powers,  and  the  late  temporary  extinction 
of  the  Papal  Government^  ecclefiaftical  as  well  as 
temporal;  thefe  are  among  the  events  which  in- 
dicate the  approach  of  that  day,  when  *'  the  Angel 
**  {halj  fly  in  the  midft  of  Heaven,  having  the  ever- 
"  lailing  Gofpel  to  preach  unto  theoi  that  dwell  on 
*^  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and 
*'  tongue,  and  people." 

But  this  light  is  not  clear  nor  dark.  Thick 
clouds  over  the  Chriftian  hemifphere,  and  fomc 
mournful  events,  dcprefs  our  hopes.  We  fear  that 
the  Heavens  will  again  be  overcaft,  that  the  ftorm 
will  once  more  flmke  the  heavens  and  the  earth. 
We  fear,  that  Gofpel  light  and  liberty  will  have 
another  ftruggle  to  fuftain. 

Many  obilacles  yet  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace 'y  many  lofty  mountains  muft  be 
brought  low,  and  many  an  humble  valley  be  ex- 
alted, before  the  *'  high  way  is  prepared  before  the 
"  Lord,  for  the  ranfomed  to  come  to  Sion  with 
"  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads." 

And  fuch  is  the  afpedl  of  the  times,  that  we 
ought  not  to  wonder  if  the  Ronum  Beaji  lliould  re- 
cover of  his  deadly  wound,  and  be  healed  for  a 
Ihort  fpace.  Too  many  things  on  the  Continent, 
and  too  many  in  this  ifland,  awaken  the  moft  pain- 
ful apprehen  lions. 

'  Our  pious  ancefliors  pronounced  this  deadly 
wound  to  have  been  given  to  the  beafl  at  the  Re- 
formation ;  but  may  not  a  conjedure  be  hazard- 
ed, that  this  event  did  not  take  place  until  a  much 
fater  period }    The  Roman  Pontiff  has  been  driven 

from 
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from  his  throne  ;  he  became  a  prifoner,  and  actually- 
died  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies  in  a  fliate  of  exile. 
At  his  death  the  Papal  chair  remained  vacant  for 
a  confiderable  time.  This  wound,  however,  is  in- 
a  meafure  healed,  and  all  the  nations  wonder  after 
the  Beaft! 

Should  this  event  prove  to  be  the  fuliilment  of 
the  prophetic  declaration,  have  we  not  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  this  ahx)minaUon  of  the  earth  will 
once  more  fway  his  fceptre  over  the  protellant  na-, 
tions  ?  And  let  me  aikthe  ferious,  the  intelligeiit 
obfervcr  of  the  figns  of  the  times- — are  thefe  fears- 
groundlefs  ?  Does  not  the  face  of  public  affairs^ 
juflify  this  conclufion  ? 

In  this  refpect  the  words  of  the  text  are  verified  : 
*'  in  that  day  the  light  Qiall  not  be  clear  nor  dark.'- 

But  rejoice,  O  ye  followers  of  the  Lamb  !  His 
triumph  will  be  fliort.  "  He  (hall  make  war  with 
*'  the  Lamb  ;  but  the  Lamb  fhall  overcome  him, 
*'  for  he  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords^ 

And  obferve,  this  war  of  Antichrift  is  laid  to  be 
immediately  before  his  final  overthrow.  Soon, 
therefore,  O.  ye  called  and  chofen^  and  faithful 
fervants  of  Jefus,  foon  fliall  ye  hear  another  angel 
cry  with  a  loud  voice,  Babylon  the  great  is  fallen — 
h  fallen,  and  Is  hecome  the  habitation  of  devils,  and 
the  hold  of  every  foul  fpirit,  and  a  cage  of  every- 
unclean  and  hateful  bird!  Rejoice  over  her  thou 
Heaven^  and  ye  holy  Apofiles  and  Prophets,  for  God 
htis  avenged  you  on  her  I 

From  hence  we  conclude,  that  although  the 
caufe  of  truth  and  pity  may  fuffer  a  little  longer  ; 
although  the  exertions  of  the  friends  of  Jefus  may 
meet  with  many  difcouragements/'yet  in  ihe  even- 
**  ing  time  it  will  be  liglit.'* 

Jefus  will  ere  long  defcend  in  great  glory,  and 
will  obtain  *'  the  Heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and 
••*  the  Littermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  pofTcfTion.** 

We 
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We  therefore  conceive  onrfelves  juftified  in  re- 
ferring the  words  of  the  Prophet  to  the  time 
immediately  preceding  that  in  which  Gofpei 
truths  (hall  trir.mph  over  error  :  "  And  the  Hght 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of 
Jefus,"  fhall  remove  the  fhades  of  ignorance,  fu- 
perftltion,  and  cruelty ,from  off  the  face  of  the  eardi! 

We  proceed, 

•2.   To  Uliijirate  the  properties  of  this  {Jay, 

*''  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the 

^'  light  fhall  not  be  clear  nor  dark  ;  but  it  fliall  be 

•*'  one  day,  which  fiiall  be  known  to  the  Lord,  not 

,*'  day  nor  night;  but  it  fliall  come  to  pafs,  that  at 

•'  evenins;  time  it  fliall  be  h'ght.'* 

Obferve,  then. 

It  will  be  a  great  day. 

It  is  the  day  of  the  Lord,  a  day  of  his  appoint- 
ing, a  day  known  to  him  ;  marked  for  fome  grand' 
purpofes :  a  day  foretold  by  unerring  truth,  appoint- 
ed by  Iniinite  Wifdom,  and  brought  forward  by 
Omnipotent  Power.  A  day  in  which  Jehovah  wiii 
declare  himfelf  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth  I 

The  events  then  to  be  accomplithed  fhall  bring 
great  glory  to  God  ;  Ihall  fcatter  the  dark  clouds 
which  have  long  hung  over  his  gracious  defigns, 
and  (hall  produce  a  great  change  on  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth. 

The  Gofpei,  when  firll:  promulgated,  had  free 
courfe,  and  was  glorified.  What  a  furprifing 
change  fucceeded  ! 

"  Nations,  the  learned  and  the  rude, 
Were  by  thefe  heav'nly  arms  fubdued.'* 

•  It  Toothed  the  favage  ferocity  of  the  untutored 
•fons  of  nature  ;  it  hurled  the  favourite  idols  of 
the  Gentiles  to  the  ground  ;  aboliQied  the  abfurd 
5ind  barbarous  worfhip  of  Demons,  and  fpread 

its 


52  T>ARK    PROVIDENCES    NO   REASON 

3ts"lnflucnce  wider  than  the  arms  of  the  vidorrouS 
E.oman$. 

To  the  Go/pel  are  all  the  nations  indebted  for 
the  benefits  derived  from  civilized  and  cultivated 
manners.  In  a  word,  k  opened  the  way  to  Heaven, 
and  made  millions  '*  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  1*' 

If  thefe  were  the  happy  effecfts  produced  by  thd 
mlrodi^^fion  o{t\\^  Go{^t\  of  Chrift,  what  are  we 
not  to  expcd  when  it  fhatl  be  fpread  from  pole 
to  pole,  from  the  Eaftern  to  the  Weftern  Indies  ? 
When  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Barbarian,  Scythian, 
Bond  and  Free^  fliall  unite  in  one  fold,  under  one 
Shepherd  I 

It  will  be  a  terrible  day. 

"  The  Mount  of  Olives  (hall  cleave  fn  the 
*«  midft  thereof,  toward  the  eaft  and  toward  the 
*'  weft  p  and  ye  fhall  flee  to  the  valley  of  the  moun- 
*'  tains  5  yea,  ye  fliall  flee  as  ye  fled  from  before  the 
"  earthquake.*'  Again,  "  the  light  fhall  not  be 
*'  clear,  nor  darkj  not  day,  nor  night.'*  Thefe  ex- 
preflions  convey  an  idea  that  the  introduction  of 
this  feafon  will  be  attended  with  many  diflrefling 
circumfl:ances  :  many  dark  providences,  which 
will  awaken  the  fears  of  the  people  of  God.  It 
will  be  like  a  day  in  which  the  fun  is  frequently 
obfcured  by  thick  dark  clouds  pafling  over  it  : 
alternate  light  and  fliade,  ftorm  and  calm. 

Thus  the  opening  of  the  day  of  Gofpel  light 
was  clouded.  Firft,  By  the  death  of  Chrift,  this 
event  difappolnted  the  fond  expectations  of  his 
difciples,  and  filled  their  hearts  with  terror  and 
amazement :  afterwards  the  ftorni  of  perfecution 
arofe,  which  fcattered  them  through  every  nation, 
on  whom,  as  clouds,  they  let  fall  the  fructifying 
fhowers.  At  length  the  tremendous  overthrow  of 
Jerufalem  came  with  unexampled  horror,  and 
awakened  the  moft  alarming  apprehenfions. 

Thus 
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Thus  the  commencement  of  the  Gofpel  difpenfa- 
tion  was  awfiilly  clouded  :  it  was  neither  day  nor 
night :  the  joy  of  the  believer  was  interrupted  by 
reiterated  forrows  5  and  many  a  bitter  drop  was 
mingled  with  the  cup  of  falvation  I 

And  may  we  not  apply  this  reafoning  to  the 
introdudion  of  the  latter  r/ay  glory  ? 

That  illuftrious  day  wilfbe  uHiered  in  with 
fcenes  of  terror  :  *'  The  fun  (liall  be  turned  into 
V' darknefs,  and  the  moon  into  blood,  before  iht 
''  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  come  ;''  be- 
caufe  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  enmity  againfl: 
God,  and  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  Gofpel  truth; 
and  thefe  obflacles  mud  be  removed. 

The  Popidi  Hierarchy  is  a  huge  and  pon- 
derous building,  whofe  infernal  dungeons  hide 
themfelves  in  the  earth,  and  whofe  blafphemous 
front  invades  the  Heavens  :  its  deadly  (hade 
ftretches  far  and  wide,  and  checks  the  growth  of 
every  feed  of  truth  and  piety  within  its  malignant 
influence.  Its  (tones  have  been  cemented  by  the 
blood  of  millions,  and  it  has  flood  for  ages: 
nor  will  the  mighty  fabric  fall  without  great  con- 
vulfions.  The  earth  which  has  long  groaned  be- 
neath its  weight,  will  at  length  heave,  and  fhake 
its  proud  walls.  Omnipotence  will  undertake  the 
work,  and,  in  the  appointed  hour,  it  fhall  tumble 
into  ruins  1 

The  itrong  prejudices  of  the  Jews  muft  be  re- 
moved :  prejudices  which  have  withftood  for  1800 
years  the  cleareft  light,  and  refifted  every  argu- 
ment. 

^  The  blindnefs  and  fuperftition  of  Gentile  na- 
tions muft  vaniHi,  before  the  glorious  Gofpel  of 
the  blefTed  God  can  be  received  in  its  native  fmi- 
pliciry. 

A  ad  I  cannot  forbear  to  add,  that  the  Slave- 
^  Trade, 
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Trade,  that  horrible  tralHc  in  human  blood,  muft 
be  rclinqiiidied,  before  the  fable,  fons  of  Africa  can 
be  expected  to  embrace  Chriilianity.  Can  we 
wonder  that  thefe  ilntutorcd  tribes  fliould  abhor 
that  fyflem  of  religion  which  is  received  by  thofe" 
by  whom  their  hoiifes  are  burnt, — themfelves, 
their  wives,  their  children,  are  dragged  to  fla- 
very — to  mifery — to  death,  a  lingering,  an  ago- 
nizing death  ! 

Prophecies  and  promifes  are  now  unfolding^ 
All  things  feem  to  portend  that  the  Lord  God  is 
about  to  make  bare  his  arm,  and  avenge  his  in- 
jured caufe  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ! 

And,  brethren,  obferve,  that  although  this 
event  will  be  received  with  the  (houtings  of  Ho- 
fanna,  yet,  it  will  be  ulhered  in  by  the  mod  aw- 
ful and  tremendous  harbingers.  The  tempeji^  the 
earthquake^  and  the  fre  preceded  the  Ji'ill  fmall 
voice  I — yet  we  add, 

III.  It  will  be  a  joyful  day. 

A  day  of  triumph  to  all  thofe  whofe  hearts  are 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  Zion,  and  the  happi- 
nels  of  the  human  race.  While  the  enemies  of 
the  crofs  of  Chrift  are  flying  to  the  mountains,  to 
the  caves,  and  the  dens  of  the  earth,  the  humble 
followers  of  Jcfus  fhall  fliout,  with  joy  fparkling 
in  their  eyes,  '*  The  Lord  rhy  God  Ihall  come, 
"  and  all  the  faints  v.'ith  thee." 

If  ever  the  fublime  lanirua^e  of  Ifaiah  (liall  be 
verified,  it  muit  be  when  Satan  (liall  be  bound, 
and  Jcfus  reign  over  all  the  earth.  *'  T-l^iC  wil- 
*'  derneis  and  the  lolitary  place  iliali  be  glad  ;  and 
'•'  the  defart  Oiall  rejoice  and  bloiibm  as  the  rofe. 
'*  The  eyes  of  the  blind  fhall  be  opened,  and  the 
<'  ears  of  die  deaf  ihall  be  un (lopped.  Then 
**  fliall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,  and  the 
^'  tongue  cf  the  dumb  ling  ;  for  in  the  wildcrnels 

*'  (hall 
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<*  fhall     waters   break   out,   and   ftreams  in  the 
^'  deiert." 

It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  nniverfal 
triumph  of  the  Gofpel  will  awaken  the  mod  lively 
emotions  of  joy  in  every  pious  breaft.  The  firft 
beams  of  evangelic  light  yielded  gladnefs  to  all 
who  Vv^aited  for  the  coniblation  of  ^ks^el.  Angels 
caught  the  flame,  andj  infpired  with  benevolence 
to  man,  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft  praifed 
God,  faying,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  on 
^^  earth  peace,  good- will  towards  men/' 

The  downfal  of  Antichrift  of  every  name  will 
be  matter  of  triumph  to  the  friends  of  truth  and 
of  humanity. 

In  the  contemplation  of  this  fubjecl  every  bo- 
fom  glows,  and  every  voice  is  ready  to  burfl  forth 
in  one  general  cry,  IFhy  are  thy  chariot -vi'heds  fa 
Jong  in  coming?   Come^  Lord  Jefus^  come  qiuckJy  I 

What  remains  on  this  fubjecl  is, 

III.  To  draw  fome  pradtical  inferences  from 
the  whole. 

And  the  firft  that  prefents  itfelf  to  our  attention 
is  this : 

I.  Myfterious  are  the  proceedings  of  Jehovah  ! 
A  veil  is  thrown  over  the  condufl  of  God. 
•"  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are 
'*  my  ways  your  ways,"  faith  the  i^ord  ;  *'  for,  as; 
*'  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are 
?'  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and  my 
*^  thoughts  than  your  thoughts.  Therefore,  lee 
"  not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  wifdom." 

Should  v/e  aik.  Why  did  God,  the  omnipotent 
and  the  pure,  permit  the  entrance  of  lin  into  the 
world  ?  Why  was  the  accomplidiment  of  the 
promifes  made  to  Abraham  fo  long  delayed  ? 
Why  were  the  chofen  tribes  permitted  to  remain 
fp  many  years  under  Egyptian  tyranny?  Why 
detained  forty  years  in  the  wiidernefs  ?  Why,  ac 
F  ^  length;, 
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length,  rooted  out  of  the  promifed  land  ?  And 
why  fo  miraculoufly  preferved  in  their  prefent 
forlorn  flate,  fcattered  through  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  ?  «'  So  it  hath  feemed  good  in  thy  fight, 
**  O  Lord/'  is  the  only  reply  that  can  be  made. 

An  infcrutible  myftery  attends  the  grand  fchemc 
of  redemption,  A  method  which  infinitely  fur- 
pafTes  the  loftieft  flight  of  human  reafon,  and  yet, 
by  no  means  infults  the  underftanding. 

The  ^joord^  that  was  with  God  ;  the  vjord^  that 
was  God^  was  made  fiefli,  and  dwelt  amongfl  us, 
full  of  grace  and  truih.  The  Lord  of  Glory  be- 
came man^  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted  with 
grief !  The  rebel  creature,  ranfomed  by  the  blood 
o{  God  incaryiate  I  '*  Ye  were  not  redeemed  with 
**  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold,  but  with 
*^  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  a  lamb  without 
*'  blemifii,  and  without  fpot.-* 

Angels  defire  to  look  into  this  '^  great  myftery 
*' of  godlinefs,"  and  ''  learn  of  the  Church  the 
^'  manifold  wifdom  of  God." 

If  we  trace  the  proceedings  of  God  towards 
bis  people,  in  their  colledive  capacity,  we  fhall 
perceive  the  fame  impenetrable  clouds.  The 
Church  of  Chrift,  at  one  time,  has  refembled 
the  Ark  of  Noah,  floating;;  on  the  fummit  of  thofe 
waters  which  deftroyed  a  guilty  w(>rld ;  at  ano- 
ther time,  the  Bu(h  on  the  plains  of  Mamre,  all 
on  fire,  yet  not  confumed  ! 

The  changing  iccncs  of  light  and  darknefs,  of 
profperity  and  adverfiiy,  attenthng  the  Church  of 
the  living  God,  dagger  the  ftrongeft  faith. 

Thus  it  is  with  individual  Chnftians  ;  the  day- 

ftar  has  arifcn  in   their  hearts  ;  they  are   children 

of  the  light  and  of  ihc  day,  and  yet  they  knowwhat 

it  is  to  walk  in  darknefs. 

♦'  Bv 
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"  By  glimmering  hopes  and  gloomy  fears 
We  trace  the  facred  road  ; 
Through  difmal  deeps  and  dang'rous  fnares 
We  make  our  way  to  God." 

While  traverfing  the  deepeft  valle}^,  the  heaven^ 
born  traveller  can  blefs  God,  that  although  *'  the 
light  is  not  clear,  yet  it  is  not  dark."  Neither  per- 
fcd  day  nor  perfed  night  is  a  juft  defcription  of 
the  Chrlftian  life,  "  We  fee  through  a  glafs 
"  darkly  !" 

And  it  is  7iecejfarily  thus,  becaufe  God  is  infi- 
nite.^ That  there  fhould  be  myfteries  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  God;  or  rather,  that  i hey  fhould  ^/>- 
fear  fo  to  us,  is  not  to  be  wondered.  "  Canft 
*'  thou,  by  fearching,  find  out  God  ?  Canft  thou 
^*  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection  ?  It  is  as 
•**  high  as  Heaven,  what  canft  thou  do  ?  deeper 
'^  than  Hell,  what  canft  thou  know  V 

Our  ignorance  and  guilt  alfo  render  the  per- 
plexity unavoidable.  "  We  are  but  of  yefterday, 
and  know  nothing."  The  foul  was  once  all  light, 
all  intelligence;  but  alas,  the  clouds  of  vice  have 
ilretched  themfelves  over  the  underftanding.  We 
behold  but  a  very  fmall  portion  of  the  ways  of 
God,  and  are  therefore  puzzled.  We  fee  but 
one  wheel  of  the  grand  and  complicated  machine 
of  God's  government,  and  we  apprehend  not  its 
utility. 

"  God  moves  in  a  myfterious  waj^, 

His  vvonderb  to  perform  ; 
He  plants  his  footfteps  in  the  fea, 

And  rides  upon  the  florm." 

2.  Although  the  ways  of  God  are  myfterious, 
they  have  all  one  grand  end  in  view. 

So  teftifies  the  Prophet :  *'  It  fliall  be  one  day 
<*  which  flmll  be  known  to  the  Lord. 

This 
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This  Intimates,  that  however  complicated  and 
apparently  contradictory  the  proceedings  of  the 
Lord  God  may  be,  they  have  all  one  end  in  view, 
(he  glory  of  his  gre^it  name  ! 

Ail  the  wheels  of  Providence  produce  orie  ef- 
fect, although  they  move  in  contrary  ciiredions. 

We  are  alio  taughr,  by  this  exprelhon,  that  the 
fufferings  of  the  righteous  will  be  fhort — one  {lay  / 
^''  The  Lord  hides  his  face  for  a  Imall  moment, 
and  returns  with  everlafling  kindnefs.  The  lea- 
-ibn  of  aiiliflion,  with  which  the  Church  is  exer- 
cifed,  IS  knoii;}!  to  the  Lord,  and  meafured  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  fuiferers.  <*  Ye  fiiall  have  tribula- 
♦«  tion  ten  days.'* 

3.  Judgment  and  mercy  are  blended  in  all  the 
proceedings  of  God  towards  man. 

The  harbingers  of  the  hitter  day  will  combine 
both  judgment  to  the  enemiesj  and  niercy  to  the 
faithful  fervants  of  jefus.  Severe  trials  and  hard 
conflids  are  implied,  in  the  exhortation  of  our 
Lord  :  **  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will 
*'  give  thee  a  crown  of  life/'  And  I  ftrongly  fui- 
pett,  that  a  feafon  of  darknefs  will  yet  come  upon 
the  Churches  before  the  light  (hall  come,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  arife  and  fhine  upon  the 
whole  earth.  The  fan  will  probably  be  applied 
to  the  floor  where  God's  wheat  is  laid. 

4.  Dark  providences  and  fevere  dlfappoint- 
ments,  are  no  jufl  occafion  of  defpondency. 

Difcouragem.ents  we  ihall  meet,  and  therefore 
ought  to  exped  :  and,  to  furmouat  thefe,  wtrc 
the  graces  of  taith  and  patience  given. 

We  are  not  jultified  in  abandoning  the  caufe 
of  God,  nor  in  relaxing  our  exertions,  becaufe 
we  have  not  fuccceded  to  our  withes. 

The  mournful  events  whicli  have  marked  the 
benevolent  attempts  of  the  MifTionary  Society,  do 
not  befpeak  that  it  is  not  the  caufe  of  God.    Have 

not 
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fiot  the  friends  of  truth,  in  every  age,  been  placed 
in  fimilar  circumftances  ? 

Look  back  and  trace  the  hlftory  of  the  greateft: 
and  heft  of  men,  v/ho  have  exerted  themfelves  in 
ths  fime  caufe  :  have  they  not  experienced  many 
difcouragemenfs  ? 

Mq/es  felt  a  ftrong  impiilfe  to  deliver  the  chofent 
tribes  from  bondage.  But  his  firft  attempts  fail- 
ed, and  ihc  benevolent  work  was  fufpended  forty 
years !  And  when  the^e'/  time  to  favour  this  op- 
preiied  people  was  come,  what  an  hofl:  of  difficul- 
ties aroic  !  yea,  when  that  deliverance  w^as  cffed:- 
td,  the  accomplifliment  of  the  promifed  poffeffion 
of  Canaan  was  protracted  yet  forty  years  longer  ! 

When  David  formed  the  pious  defign  of  build- 
ing a  temple  to  God,  and  had  made  a  large  pro- 
vifion  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  a  meffage 
from  God  was  delivered  to  him  by  the  prophet 
Nathan,  ''  Go,  and  tell  David,  my  fervant,  thus 
**  faith  the  Lord,  tJwu  (liak  not  build  me  an  houfe 
"  to  dwell  in.  Neverthelefs,  it  was  well  that  it  was 
^'  in  thine  heart/* 

Yer,  the  vaft  preparations  made  by  David  were 
employed  by  Solomon  in  carrying  that  defign  into 
elfed. 

Thus,  v;^e  prefume,  that  although  the  attempts 
of  this  Society  may  not  fucceed  in  ereding  a  fpi- 
ritual  temple  to  God  in  the  prefent  day,  on  the 
iflands  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  yet,  will  it  not  be 
granted,  that  the  materials  are  prepared  ?  The 
many  fervent  prayers,  the  thoufands  of  gold  and 
filver,  devoted  to  this  facred  purpofe,  will  not  be 
loi\  ;  and  pofterity,  we  fondly  hope,  will  thank 
us  for  preparing  the  way.  We,  therefore,  con- 
clude, that  it  is  v/eil  that  it  is  in  our  hearts  to  devife 
liberal  things  for  God, 

When  the  captive  Jews,  after  the  revolution 
of  many  ages,  were  delivered  from  Babylon,  and 

were 
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were  about  to  raife  the  fecond  temple,  great  were 
the  obftacles  that  oppofed  the  defign.  The  day  of 
their  pious  wilhes  was  fadly  clouded.  It  was  nei- 
ther clear  nor  dark  ;  they  encountered  a  multi- 
tude of  foes;  and,  probably,  many  fearful  and 
unbelieving  among  them  faid,  *'  The  fet  time  to 
*'  favour  Sion  is  not  come.'* 

What  though  difficulties  have  attended  your 
exertions  ?  What  though  your  pious  defignshavc 
in  a  meafure  failed  ?  What  though  you  have 
awakened  the  contempt  of  the  Infidel,  and  excited 
the  fmile  of  derifion  from  the  frozen  hearted  pro- 
feffor?  **  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  nei- 
*'  rher  let  it  be  afraid/'  God,  who  has  promiled, 
18  faithful  to  his  engagement :  '*  he  is  not  flack 
*>  concerning,  his  promife,  as  fome  men  count 
*^  flacknefs."  The  caufe  itfelf  is  confefledly  great 
and  good  ;  and  the  difintereftednefs  of  your  bene- 
volent exertions,  at  lead  ought  to  difarm  the  ridi- 
cule of  every  friend  to  humanity  \  and  your  di(- 
appointment  Ihould  awaken  the  fympathy  of  every 
difciple  of  Jefus. 

The  want  of  fuccefs  cannot  be  urged  as  an  argu- 
ment againft  either  the  ^oo.-///^  of  the  caufe  or  the 
froprlety  of  continued  exertion,  inafmuch  as  every 
attempt  in  behalf  of  facred  or  civil  liberty  would  be 
thus  condemned. 

Who  would  reafon  thus  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
abolition  of  African  flavery  ?  Shall  the  laudable 
efforts  of  the  friends  of  mankind  be  branded  with 
the  difgraceful  epithet  of  enthufialm  bccaule  they 
fucceeded  not  ?  No,  verily  ;  the  names  of  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  lives  and  liberties  of  thofe  defence- 
lefs  fons  of  nature,  will  live  in  the  faithful  page  of 
hiflory  ;  will  be  pronounced  with  pleafure  by  un- 
born ages,  wb.en  the  memory  of  the  cruel  and  in- 
terefted  oppofers  will  be  loll  in  oblivion,  or  men- 
tioned with  execration. 

Did 
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Did  not  the  ApoJioTic  Miffionaries  meet  many 
and  great  difcouragements  ?  Had  they  not  to 
Itruggle  with  the  prejudices  of  the  learned  and 
the  rude  ?  Was  not  the  Gofpel  teftimony  fealed 
with  their  blood  ? 

Our  Brethren  have  alfo  fallen  in  the  conteft  with 
the  Prince  of  Darknefs;  they  have  nobly  ftruggled, 
and  have  nobly  fallen ;  fallen  in  as  glorious  a 
caufe  as  a  Martyr  %  blood  has  ever  flowed !  They 
will  live  in  the  hearts  of  every  real  friend  of  Jefus ; 
iind  we  believe  are  now  united  to  that  diftinguifh- 
ed  multitude  arrayed  in  ''  white  robes,  who  came 
*'  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  wafhed  their 
*'  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
**  Lamb.'* 

Thefe  difcouragements   fhould  check  only  an 

.enthufiaflic  ardor ;    they  ought  not  to  freeze  the 

heart,  or  paralize  the  hand.     The  Chriftian  Hero 

fhould  be  bold,  biic  not  raOl  \  cool,  but  not  in- 

adive;  firm  and  unfliaken,  but  not  obftinatc.  His 

eye  (hould  be  fixed  on  Jefus,   his  faith  on  the 

veracity  of  an  omnipotent  and  unchanging  God, 

his  exertions  unwearied,   and  his  patience  inex- 

hauftible.       The   condud   of    the    importunate 

widow,  Ihould  add  fiefli  vigour  to  our  endeavours. 

The  rifing  obftacles  fliould  encreafe  our  zeal,  and, 

like  the  wind,  fan  that  facred  flame.    In  due  time 

our  faith  fliall  triumph,  our  -wiflies  be  gratified, 

and  all  our  feeble  efforts  more  than  repaid  !  The 

inhabitants  of  Otaheite  (hall  pronounce  the  name 

of  Jefus  with  rapture  ;  and  all  the  iflands  of  the 

great  deep  refound   with  glad  Hofannas  for  the 

welcome  tidings  of  fiUvation*     "  In  that  day  there 

*'  fliall  be  a  root  of  Jeffe,  which  (hall  iliand  for  an 

"  enfign  of  the  people;    to  it  (hall  the  Gentiles 

*'  leek,  and  his  reft  fhall  be  glorious  ;  and  it  (hall 

**  come  to  pals  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  fliall  fet 

^*  his  hand  again  the  fccond  time  to  recover  the 

G  remnant 
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**  remnant  of  his  people  which  fhall  be  left  from 
"  AfTyria,  and  from  Egypt,  and  from  Pathros,  and 
**  from  CuQi,  and  from  Eiam,  and  from  Shinar,and 
*•  from  Hamath,  and  from  the  ijlands  of  the  fea  \ 
"  and  he  (hall  fet  up  an  cnfign  for  the  nations,  and 
<*  fhall  aifemble  the  outcads  of  Ifrael,  and  gather 
**  together  the  dilperfed  of  Judah  from  the  four 
**  corners  of  the  earth,'"* 

5.  The  day  of  the  Lord  will  afiuredly  come. 
•^  The  vifion  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time,  but  at 
"  the  end  it  fliall  fpeak  and  not  lie  ;  though  it  tar- 
**  ry,  wait  for  it,  becaufe  it  will  furely  come,  it 
*'  will  not  tarry."  This  is  a  truth  replete  with 
comfort  to  the  righteous,  and  terror  to  the  wicked. 
The  Lord  will  come  to  dcftroy  the  works  of  the 
Devil ;  and  to  confume  that  Man  of  Shi  with  his 
brightnefs.  He  will  come  to  burft  the  bands,  and 
complete  th^  deliverance  of  the  redeemed  of  his 
blood.  Then  let  not  Saints  defpiiir  :  let  not  the 
wicked  triumph. 

*'  In  every  diftrefs  learn  to  wait  with  patience 
for  this  appointed  time  (faith  the  great  Ur.  Owen.) 
He  that  believeth  will  not  make  hafle ;  though 
it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  for  it  will  furely  come.  He 
that  is  infinitely  good  hath  appointed  the  time, 
therefore  it  is  the  hcfi.  He  that  is  infinitely  iv'ife 
iiath  determined  the  feafon,  and  therefore  it  is 
the  mo\k.f  lit  able.  He  who  is  infinitely  fowerfuJ 
hath  fet  it  down,  and  therefore  it  Jliall  be  accom- 
plifhed.  Wait  for  it  believing,  wait  for  it  praying, 
wait  for  it  contending;  waiting  is  not  a  lazy  hope, 
a  lluggifli  expectation.  Vv'hen  Daniel  knew  the 
time  was  come,  he  prayed  the  more  fervently ; 
you  will  fay  perhaps,  what  need  he  pray  for  it^ 
when  he  knew  the  tim^  was  accompli  Hi cd  ?  I 
anfwer,  the  more  need  ;  prayer  helps  the  promife 
to  bring  fonh.  He  that  appointed  their  return, 
appointed  that  it  (liould  be  a  fruit  of  prayer.  Wait' 

con* 
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conteyidwg  alfo,  in  all  ways  wherein  yon  (hall  be 
called  out,  a'nd  be  not  difcouraged  that  you  know 
not  the  dire6f-  feafon  of  deliverance."  ''  In  the 
"  morning  fovv  thy  feed,  and  in  the  evening  with- 
^«  hold  not  thine  hand  ;  for  thou  knoweft  not 
<«  which  fliall  profper,  this  or  that,  or  whether 
"  they  iliall  be  both  alike  good." 

The  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  very  uneXf 
pcifledly. 

At  evening  time  it  JJiall  he  light !  At  evening, 
when  the  Chriftian's  hopes  are  fpent  in  waiting ; 
when  our  difficulties  encreafe  upon  us,  and  we  fear 
the  caufe  of  God  is  growing  more  and  more  weak  ; 
when  the  enemies  of  the  crofs  are  getting  more 
bold  and  daring, — "  then  will  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
*'  be  made  bare;  andhe  will  come  with  great  power 
^'  and  great  glory  ;*'  '*  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 
*'  geanceon  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey 
^'  not  the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  to  be 
*'  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all 
^^  them  that  believe.'* 

Thus  did  God  deal  with  Ahraliam,  Not  until 
the  promifed  Ifaac  was  bound  to  the  altar  did  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  interfere. 

When  the^r/;//>*^  of  Ifrael  were  on  the  borders 
of  the  Red  Sea,  an  enraged  enemy  behind,  a 
formidable  fortrefs  on  the  one  fide,  and  inaccefTi- 
ble  rocks  on  the  other,  then  did  God  deliver  them 
in  his  own  way ;  a  way  which  effedually  fecured 
Jill  the  glory  to  himfelf ! 

The  Apoftle  Feter  was  not  honoured  with  an 
Angel's  interpofition  until  the  night  before  the 
cruel  Herod,  and  the  more  fanguinary  Jews,  were 
anticipating  the  horrid  pleafure  of  witnefhng  his 
execution. 

The  mount  of  danger  is  the  place  of  God's  ap- 
pearance. 

Thus  m^y  it  be  with  this  Society  :  when  our 
G  2  hope^ 
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hopes  are  at  the  lowed  ebb  ;  when  our  fears  arc 
highly  awakened,  then  will  the  day  of  the  Lord 
come :  *'  The  day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance,  and 
*'  the  year  of  recompences  for  the  controvcrfy  of 
"  Sion."  Therefore,  "  flrengthen  ye  the  weak 
*^  hands,  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees.  Say  to  them 
*'  that  are  of  a  fearful  heart,  Be  ftrong,  fear  not ; 
*^  behold  your  God  will  come  with  vengeance ; 
*'  even  God  with  a  recompence  he  will  come  and 
*^  fave  you." 

Finally,  We  obferve,  that  however  gloomy  the 
day  of  the  Chriftian  may  be,  yet  his  evening  (hall 
be  light. 

The  Miffionary  Society  has  gone  forth  bearing 
precious  feed,  weeping  :  and  a  long  ieafon  may 
intervene  between  the  feed^time  and  the  harvefb. 
Yet,  *'  be  not  weary  in  well-doing,  for  in  due  time 
•*  we  fliall  reap,  if  we  faint  not ;"  yes,  a  glorious 
harveft  fhall  arife  :  ^'*  and  we  fhall  return  with 
^*  fliouting,  bringing  our  (heaves  with  us.''  "  Light 
*«  is  fown  for  the  righteous." 

Thefe  obfervations  have  been  verified  in  the 
experience  of  private  Chriftians,  and  have  cor- 
refponded  with  that  of  the  church  of  Chrift  ac 
large. 

All  oppofition,  however  formidable,  (hall  vanifli 
when  God's  time  is  come  to  fulfil  his  promifes. 
Omnipotence  is  engaged  to  fupport  the  honour  of 
divine  veracity.  ''  All  oppofers  (fays  the  fore- 
mentioned  author)  though  nations  and  king- 
doms, Ihall  periih.  God  will  not  exalt  any  creature 
imto  any  pitch  of  oppofition  to  himfelf,  or  to 
fland  in  ihe  way  of  his  workings  The  very  end 
of  all  things,  in  their  feyeral  ftations,  is  to  be 
ferviccable  to  his  purpofes  towards  his  own. 
Obedience  in  fru.vicis  creatures  is  natural  in  the 
feafon  of  <.leliverance.  *'  Sun,  fland  thou  ftill  upon 
*■*  Gibcon  3  ^nd  thou  Moon^  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon, 

"  Whq 
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'^*  Whoart  thou,Ogreat  mountain  ? — Before  Zeru- 
*^  babel,  thou  Ihalt  become  a  plain.'*  The  mod 
mountainous  oppofers  (hall  be  levelled  when  the 
Spirit  of  God  fets  in  for  that  purnofe.  There  is  a 
ftrength  in  every  promife  and  cng  gement  of  God 
unto  iiis  people,  that  is  able  to  carry  the  whole 
frame  of  Heaven  and  earth  before  it.  If  they  caa 
believe,  all  things  are  poflible  to  them  that  believe* 
When  the  decree  is  to  bring  forth  the  fruit  of  the 
promife,  it  will  overturn  empires,  detfroy  nations, 
divide  feas,  ruin  armies,  open  prifons,  break  chains 
and  fetters,  and  bear  down  all  before  it ;  as  the 
wind  (hut  up  in  the  earth  will  fhake  the  pillars,  as 
it  were,  of  its  mighty  body,  but  it  will  find  or  make 
apalTage;  the  leaft  promife  of  dehverance,  if  the 
feafon  thereof  be  come,  though  it  were  fhut  up  un- 
der flrong  and  mighty  powers,  crafty  counfels, 
dungeons,  and  prifons,  like  the  doors  and  lafling 
bars  of  the  earth,  the  truth  and  power  of  God 
(hall  make  them  all  to  tremble,  and  give  birth  to 
his  people's  deliverance/'* 

Therefore^  my  beloved  hrethreriy  he  ye  Jiedfafl^ 
immoveable^  always  abojinding  in  the  work  of  the 
J^ord^  for  as  much  as  you  know  that  your  labour  is 
f2ot  in  vain  in  the  Lord* 

f  Dr,  Owen's  Sermon,  vol.  i.  p.  123. 


.*^?«  Apology  for  Cliujlmi  Mijffions  to  the  Heathen : 

A    SERMON, 

PREACHED   BEFORE  THE 

Missionary  society  in  London, 

AT  THE  IJBERNACLE, 

May  IQ^ih,   1801, 

BY  WILLIAM  ROB Y, 

MINISTER    OF    THE    GOSVEL    AT    MANCHESTER. 


SERMON  IL 


2  Thessalonians  ill.  I. 

That  the  Word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  Coiitfe^ 
and  he  glorified  even  as  it  is  with  you, 

n^HE   firft    preachers    of  Chriftianity    aded  in 
charad:er.     Whatever  idea  might  be  formed 
of  their  fyftem,  no  perfon  co\ild  reafonably  charge 
them  with  impofture.     Their  cordial  belief  of  the 
truth  and  importance  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  ap* 
peared  with  the  mod  convincing  evidence.     They 
facrificed  their  former  opinions  and  prejudices  to 
its  dodrines ;  their  condiid  was  governed  by  its 
precepts ;  and,  amidll  the  mofl;  defpeiate  appear- 
ances, its  promifes  fupported  their  hopes.     In  pro- 
pagating the  Gofpel  they  exerted  themfelves  as 
pcrfons  whole  hearts  were  fully  engaged  in  the 
work.     Almoftinfurmountable  obftacles  prefcnted 
themfelves  to  their  view  ;  they  were  threatened  with 
ignominy,  perfecution,  and  death,  as  ihe  certain  re- 
fult  of  their  labours  :  But  no  difficulties  feemed  too 
great  to  encounter,  no  fjfFerings  too  heavy  lo  en* 
dure ;  they  counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto  them, 
fo  that  they  might  finifli  their  courfe  v^'ithjoy,   and 
the  miniftry  which  they  had  received  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  to  teftify  the  Gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God. 
The  Apoftle  Paul  was  eminently  diftinguiihed  in 
the  fervice  of  his  Mafter.      He  was  once  a  violent 
perfecutor  of  the  caufe  of  Chrift ;  but  afterwards 
becan^e  its  mod  zealous  and  fuccefsful  advocate. 
H  Miracu. 


50  AN  APOLOGY  FOR 

Miraculoufly  converted  ai  the  very  period  whert 
his  blood-thirfty  zeal  was  incenfed  to  madnefs,  he 
laid  down  the  arms  of  his  rebellion,  made  a  public 
profeflion  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  (Iraightway 
preached  Chrift  in  the  fynagogues,  that  he  is  the 
Son  oi  God.  This  was  the  man  whom  Jefus  had 
chofen  to  bear  his  name  before  the  Gentiles.  He 
gave  him  an  extraordinary  commiflion  to  the 
work,  and  grace  to  magnify  his  office.  In  him  the 
temper  and  dignity  of  the  Chriftian  Miflionary  arc 
finely  delineated.  Could  I  properly  depidl  his 
unwearied  affiduity,  his  difinterefted  zeal,  his 
fervent  compaflion,  his  unafFeded  humility,  his 
innumerable  excellencies,' — what  an  admirable 
chara6ler  you  would  behold  !  But  I  forbear  the 
attempt :  The  pi6lure  would  fuffer  from  an  un- 
mafterly  hand.  As  Saul  among  the  people,  fo 
was  Paul  among  the  Apoftles :  in  labours  'more 
abundant,  in  ftripes  above  meafure,  in  prifons 
more  frequent,  in  deaths  oft.  Deeply  inte- 
refted  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  undertaking,  he 
earneftly  exhorted  'his  fellow  Chriftians  in  every 
place  to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  grand  defign. 
This  was  the  intention  of  his  addrefs  to  the  ThelFa- 
lonians  in  the  paflage  with  which  the  words  of  my 
text  are  conneded.  His  miniftry  had  been 
eminently  honoured  among  them  ;  he  here  reminds 
them  of  this  circumftance,  and  requefts  their 
prayers  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  his  brethren,  that 
their  labours  might  be  accompanied  with  fimilar 
fuccefs  elfewhere.  On  this  fubjeft,  you  obferve, 
he  condefcends  to  entreai  them  ;  he  pleads  in  the 
moft  affedlionate  terms ;  he  begs  it  as  his  laft  re- 
queft,  laying,  i'7«^//y,  brethren,  fray  foriis,  ihat  the 
iz'ord  of  the  Lord  may  hive  free  courfc,  and  he 
glorified,  even  as  it  is  with  you.  That  part  of  the 
fentence  which  \  have  feledled  for  our  more  particu- 
lar confideration,  exprclies  the  great  objed:  which 
the  Apoftle  propoled  to  himfelf,  and  recommended, 
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to  Others.  On  this  ground  I  venture  to  offer  an 
apology  for  Chriftian  Miffions  to  the  Heathen.  The 
text  furnilhes  me  with  three  ideas  for  this  purpofe  : 
— T/ie  divine  cliaraBer  of  the  Go/pel; — the  eminent 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  glorified  \ — and  the  impor- 
tance of  inter efiing  ourf elves  in  its  further  progrefs. 

Were  the  fyftem  of  Chriftianity  a  mere  human 
contrivance,  then  to  aim  at  its  wider  promulgation 
might  be  reckoned  a  worthlefs  attempt  :  But  the 
Gofpel  which  Paul  preached  is  here  emphatically 
termed  the  word  of  the  Lord,  In  this  unhappy 
age  of  infidelity,  its  divine  charadlcr  is  contradided 
by  many.  They  employ  all  their  wit  and  their  ridi- 
cule to  undermine  its  facred  authority.  The  broad 
book  of  nature  is  their  word  of  the  Lord;  and 
they  labour  to  fubvert  all  Mifiionary  efforts,  by  pre- 
ferring the  religion  of  nature  to  that  of  revelation* 
But  what  is  the  religion  of  nature  ?  Do  they  mean  by 
the  phrafe,  that  religious  knowledge  and  practice 
which  perfons  in  general  might  attain  without  any 
other  inftrudlor  than  nature  ?  In  order  to  deter- 
mine what  kind  of  a  religion  this  is,  an  infant  muil 
be  placed  and  grow  up  to  maturity,  in  a  fituation 
where  no  advantages  could  be  poffibly  derived  from 
any  other  quarter.  Is  it  probable  that  this  child 
of  nature,  when  advanced  to  manhood,  would  have 
acquired  a  fet  of  ideas  worth  terming  a  fyftem  of 
religion?  No  perfon  can  reafonably  objed  to  this 
mode  of  deciding  the  cafe ;  for,  properly  fpeaking, 
whatever  infoimation  we  receive  from  others,  is  a 
kind  of  revelation.  The  Deifts  themfelves  da  not 
wifh  you  to  difcard  revelation  in  theftridtfcnfeof  the 
term  :  They  would  only  perfuadeyou  to  accept  the 
revelation  of  Paine,  of  Hume,  of  Voltaire,  inftead 
of  that  which  is  communicated  by  Mofes,  the  Pro- 
phets, and  the  Apoftles  of  our  Lord.  Religion 
cannot  poffibly  exift,  in  any  tolerable  fliape,  with- 
out a  revelation  of  fome  kind  ;  and  this  is  no  in- 
confiderable  argument  to  prove  the  neceflity  of  a 
H  %  divi?i$ 
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dhbie  revelation  ;  for,  according  to  the  experimenf 
juft  referred  to,  it  appears  that  the  mere  children  of 
nature  could  neither  inftru6l  thcmfelves  nor  each 
other  on  this  fubjed:.  Jufl  notions  of  religion 
mud  therefore  be  fupernaturally  derived  from 
above.  If  this  be  admitted,  T  afk,  Can  we  ferioufly 
fuppofe  that  the  fydem  of  modern  Deifm  is  of  divine 
origin  ?  It  has  no  pofitive  evidence  to  fupport 
fuch  a  claim.  There  is  nothing  in  its  nature  that 
implies  it.  On  no  fubje(fl:  whatever  doesitfpeak  in 
the  plain  and  decifive  tone  of  religious  obligation,  k 
is  entirely  infufficient  either  to  regulate  our  condud:, 
or  to  pacify  our  fears.  Suppofe  a  perfon  convinced 
that  he  has  committed  an  offence.  He  refledls  on 
the  almighty  power  of  God  to  punifh  him,  and  is 
filled  with  fearful  apprehenfions.  The  alarm  increafes 
by  a  thoufand  difterert  thoughts.  Conlcience, 
trembling  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  haftens  to  the 
temple  of  reafon,  and  with  the  utmoft  anxiety  en- 
quires, whether  God  will  pardon  fin,  and  on 
what  terms  ?  He  impatiently  waits  for  an  anfwer ; 
but  the  oracle  is  dumb. — 'Infidel  prieftcraft,  how- 
ever, forges  a  refponfe.  With  all  the  confi- 
dence imaginable,  it  tells  the  poor  criminal  that 
God  will  undoubtedly  forgive  him;  and  that  a 
penitential  acknowledgment  of  his  crime  will  be 
gracioufly  accepted  as  a  ilifficient  atonement.  With 
this  fmooth  and  pleafing  tale,  it  hopes  to  quiet  his 
mind  :  But  tlie  interefled  enquirer  is  not  lb  eafily 
fatisficd.  On  a  queflion  of  fuch  vafl:  importance, 
he  cannot  be  fo  credulous  as  to  reil:  his  faith  on  mere 
pofitive  afiertion.  He  therefore  af^-is  again,  with 
fufpicious  agituion,  whether  God  has  unqueftion- 
ably  intimated  his  intention  of  pardoning  fin  on 
thefe  terms  ?  Vv'herher  there  is  any  folid  evidence 
to  fupport  it  r — Here  natural  religion  is  entirely  at 
a  lofs.  It  cannot  produce  a  fingle  example,  nor 
one  exprefs  declaration  of  God   to  prove  that  he 
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Vvdll  pardon  fin  on  any  terms  whatever.  Its  advo- 
cates do  not  (o  much  as  pretend  it.  The  voice  of 
nature,  in  many  inftances,  feems  to  contradict  it* 
Modern  Deifni  is  a  melancholy  Icheme  to  a  wounded 
confcience;  It  leaves  it  to  float  in  uncertainty,  till 
it  fink  in  defpair.  Is  it  ftrange  that  a  fyftem  which 
(liews  fo  little  concern  for  holinefs,  and  which 
makes  fuch  poor  provifion  for  the  pardon  of  fin, 
fliould  be  dreadful  in  its  ifllie  ?  Its  difciples  fomc- 
times  pafs  a  life  of  gay  inditference ;  but  in  what 
an  awful  iituation  it  places  them  in  the  profped  of 
diffolution !  You  recoiled  the  frightful  horrors 
which  many  infidels  have  expreffed  upon  their  dy- 
ing beds.  Here  their  fyftem  generally  fails  them  ; 
and  it  has  nothing  :n  its  nature  to  comfort  them. 
On  the  brink  of  eternity  conicience  often  awakes 
from  its  infatuation  ;  throws  the  whole  foul  into 
agonies  of  defpair  ;  and  hurries  it  from  the  body 
with  diftrading  cries  of  damnation  to  infidelity. 

To  luppofe  that  a  fyftem  of  religion  like  this 
obtains  the  approbation  of  God,  and  is  the  only 
ene  with  which  he  has  favoured  mankind,  is  horrid 
blafphemy.  If  the  religion  of  Jefus  has  no  better 
claims  to  fupport  its  divine  origin,  let  it  be  eternally 
rejeded  of  men  ;  let  the  MifTionary  Society  be  de- 
rided as  the  firft-bom  of  folly;  and  let  the  reverfe 
to  the  text  be  the  fubjed  of  our  prayers,  and  the 
rule  of  our  condud.  But  Chriftianity  is  a  fairer 
ilrr.dure,  built  on  firmer  ground.  The  Gofpel 
courts,  and  it  will  bear  the  ftrideft  fcrutiny.  It 
contains  in  itfelf  a  mafs  of  evidence,  the  bright- 
nefs  of  whofe  beams,  like  the  regent  of  the  day, 
niuft  dazzle  and  confound,  if  it  do  not  convince 
and  convert  its  opponents. 

Chriftianity  has  all  the  evidence  of  the  Mofaic 
^economy  in  fupport  of  its  divine  origin.  It  would 
be  eafy  to  produce  a  number  of  pofitive  proofs  that 
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the  Jevvifli  difpenfation  of  religion  was  founded  on 
the  authority  of  God.  The  very  conceflion  which 
it  always  made,  fpeaks  decifively  in  irs  favour.  It 
exhibited  the  way  of  fah-ation  to  thofe  who  were 
under  it,  and  was  radically  complete,  confidered 
as  a  typical  difpenfation;  yet,  feparaiely  viewed,  it 
was  confefledly  imperfccl.  It  only  profelled  to  be 
the  (hadow  of  a  more  glorious  occonomy  which  it 
was  intended  to  introduce.  It  predicted  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  Gofpel  difpenfation  and  its  own 
abolition,  asthe  immediate  confequence. — Flasthis 
the  appearance  of  a  human  device  ^  Would  men  of 
common  fenfe,  without  fupernatural  influence,  have 
inftituted  a  preparatory  form  of  religion,  and, 
aiTuring  themfelves  refpecting  the  events  of  futurity, 
have  predicted  that  at  fuch  a  diftant  period  of  time 
the  fame  fyftem  of  religion  (hould  alTume  a 
fpiritual  and  univerfal  form?  Or,  if  we  can  fup* 
pofe  that  fuch  prefumptuous  folly  might  enter  the 
mind  of  man,  can  we  reafonably  imagine  that  fuch 
an  extraordinary  fcheme  would  fucceed  ?  When 
we  fee  the  Moiaic  occonomy  aboliilied  by  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,'  and  the  Gofpel  difpenfation 
ellablilhed  by  the  fame  providence,  exadly  in  the 
manner  propoled,  muft  it  not  convince  us  that 
the  whole  was  a  plan  devifed  by  him  who  feeth 
the  end  from  the  beginning  ?  Was  it  not 
admirably  contrived  to  give  the  cleared  proof 
of  its  divine  Author?  In  this  point  of  view,  the 
Old  and  New  Teilament  difpenfations  appear  to 
be  one  connected  Icheme ;  and  each  fervcs  to 
fupport  the  other.  The  Mofaic  occonomy  declares 
its  own  abolition,  difclaims  all  further  obligation, 
and  gives  up  the  whole  body  of  its  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  Gofpel,  by  which  its  defign  is  ac- 
complillied.  On  this  ground,  the  Chrillian  dif- 
penfation appears  to  be  the  form  of  revealed  reli- 
gion advanced  to  maturity;  and  the  Gofpel  is, 
in  this  rcfpecl,  emphatically  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

The 
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The  divine   authority  of  the  Chriftian   rehgion 
acquires  additional  evidence  from    the  charader 
of  its  Founder.     He  openly  profefTed  that  he  was 
a  Prophet,  divinely  appointed  to  pubhlh  the  will 
of   God.      Were    his   claims  then  properly    lup- 
ported  ? — It    is    certain    that  the   Old    Teftament 
Scriptures   had    encouraged  the   Jews   to  expect 
fuch  a  charader.     They   had   declared  that  God 
fpake  by  Mofes,  faying,    ''  I  will  raife  them  up  a 
*'  Prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  hke   unto 
*'  thee,  and    will    put  my   words   in    his  mouth, 
*^  and  he  (hall  fpeak  unto  them  all  that  I  fliall 
*'  command  him  :  And  it  (liall  come  to  pafs,  that 
*<  vvhofoever   will   not    hearken  unto  my   words, 
"  which  he  fhall  fpeak  in  my  Name,    I   will  re- 
*^  qnire   it  of  him."     The   fame  Scriptures  had 
likevvife   fo  particularly  foretold   the  time  of  his 
coming,  the  place  of  his  birth,  the  circumftances 
of  his  life,  the   manner  of  his  death,  and  fuch  a 
number   of  minutis  connected    with   each,    that 
when  he  Qiould  appear,  an  impartial  enquirer  could 
not  fail  to  diftinguidi  him  from    every  pretender. 
The  queftion  then  is.  Were  thefe  prophecies  ac- 
complifhed  in  Jefus  ?    Let  the  Old  and  New  TeC 
lament  be  carefully  compared,  and  it  will  appear 
that  they  Vv'ere,  with  aftonifhingexaclnefs.     *'  Of 
*^  the    things   predided   concerning   him,"    fays 
Jortin,    *'  lome   were  miraculous,    fome   impro- 
1'  bable,  fome  feemingly  irreconcileable,  and  all 
*'  of  them  beyond  the  reach  of  human  conjeclure  ; 
**  and  yet,  in    him   they  all  centered,    and   were 
*'  united  and    reconciled."     This  fingle  circum- 
ftance  clearly  evinces  the  divine  infpirauon  of  the 
Old  Teftament  Pjophcts,  wi)o  prediited  fo  extra- 
ordinary a  perfon  ;— it  firmly  eRablilhes  the  pro- 
phetic charadter  of  Jefus,  who  fo  cxadiy  anfwered 
their  prediclions ; — and,  in  both  refpeds,  it  proves 
that  the  Gofpel  which  he  preached,  was  the  word 
of  the  Lord,      The  validity   of  his  claims   was 
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likewifc  fnpported  by  his  moral  deportment.  His 
publicity  expofed  him  to  detedion;  and  had  he 
been  an  impoflor,  he  was  not  v/ithout  the  (Irongefl 
temptarions  to  betray  liimfelf.  What  then  does 
the  general  conduct  of  Jefrts  teftify  concerning 
him  ?  Did  he  appear  to  be  actuated  by  motives  of 
worldly  ambition  ?  Did  he  flatter  the  great  ?  Did 
he  (brink  from  public  fcriitiny  ?  Did  he  promife 
himfch  a  fecurity  from  fuiTerings,  or  endeavour  to 
evade  them  ? — Direclly  the  reverfe  to  all  thefe.  Con- 
iidering  the  conduct  of  our  Lord  in  a  civil  or  reli- 
gious point  ot  view,  what  could  be  more  amiable  ? 
How  untainted  his  morals !  How  exalted  his 
piety  !  How  fervent  his  devotion  !  How  heavenly 
his  afFediions  !  How  patient  under  fufFerings ! 
How  benevolent  to  mankind  at  brge  !  How  kind 
to  his  moft  inveterate  enemies  !  And,  in  all  thefe 
refpeds,  how  iteady  and  uniform  on  every  occa- 
iion  ! — Are  thefe  the  works  of  him  that  hath  a 
devil  ?  Is  this  the  character  of  an  impoftor? 

Jefus  did  not  reft  the  credit  of  his  divine  com- 
.miffionon  mere  aifertion,  on  the  coincidence  of 
circumftances,  nor  on  the  cxemplarinefs  of  his 
condud.  When  John  fent  two  of  his  difciples 
to  enquire  whether  he  was  the  promifed  Mefllah  or 
not,  he  ordered  the  mofh  convincing  fads  to 
snfv/er  the  enquiry:  ''  In  that  fame  hour  he 
*•  c\ired  many  of  their  infirmities  and  plagues,  and 
<'  of  evil  fpirits  ;  and  unto  many  that  were  bhnd 
*'  he  gave  fight.  Then  he  faid  unto  the  meflen- 
^'  gers,  Go  your  way,  and  tell  John  what  things 
^^  you  have  feen  and  heard  ;  how  that  the  blind 
*^  fee,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are  cleanfed,  the 
«'  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raifed,  to  the  poor  the 
f'  Gofpel  is  preached/'  What  a  fuisflidory  re- 
ply would  this  be  to  an  impartial  mind  I  Thefe 
miraculous  tellimonics  were  often  repeated.  Pre- 
vioufly  to  his  death,  he  publicly  foretold  his  refur- 
rcdion  on  the  ;hird  day  ;  and  he  rofe  accordingly. 

He 
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He  promifed  his  difciples  that,  after  his  afcenfion, 
he  would  pour  out  his  fpirit  upon  them  in  an  ex- 
traordinary manner,  and  thereby  quaUfy  them  for 
their  apoftohc  work.     On  the  day  of  Pentecoft 
this  was  accompHlhed,  to  the  aftoniHiment  of  all 
who  beheld  it.     What  fhall  we  fay  to  thefe  things  ? 
Would  God  fo  repeatedly,  and  fo  wonderfully  in- 
terpofe  for  the  confirmation   of  the  Gofpel,  if  it 
had  not  been  really  the  word  of  the  Lord  ?  Admit- 
ting the  truth  of  thefe  fad:s,  the  divine  authority 
of  the  Chridian  Religion  is  eftablifhed  on  the 
iirmeft  bafis.     And  are   they  not  lufficiently  at- 
tefted  ?    Can   we,  with    any   pretence  of  reafon, 
fyppofe  that  the  Evangelic  Hiftory  which  records 
them  is  a  fiftion  ? — a  cunningly  devifed  fable  ? 
Roufleau  himfclf  acknowledges,  that,  *^  the  marks 
"  of  its  truth  are  fo  ftriking  and  invincible,  that 
'^  the  inventor  would  be  a  more  aftonifliing  cha- 
^^  racier  than   its  hero."    What  evidence   of  its 
truth  do   we  want  that  it  does  not  afford  ?  The 
Apoftles  related  thefe  fads  inthe  face  of  perfecu- 
tion,  having  no  fnterefl:  to  ferve.     They  appealed 
to  the  unbelieving  Jew^s  themfelves,  among  whom 
they  had  happened,  for  the  truth  of  their  report. 
Thofe    determined   enemies    of    Chrifl    wanted 
neither  opportunity  nor  inclination  to  have  detedied 
and  expofed  an  erroneous  statement  of  this  nature. 
-—Had  it. been  poflible,  they  would  certainly  have 
done  it.     Could  they  only  have   proved  that  this 
Hiftory  of  Miracles  was  a  forgery,    they  would 
foon   have    accomplifhed   their   purpofe  ;     They 
would  have  deftroyed  Chriftianity  in  its  infancy. 
Their  filence   refpecling  thefe  facls,  at  the  time 
when   they   were   publilhed,  gives   them    all  the 
certainty  o(  truth,  and  all  the  force  of  evidence. 
To  cut  off  every  pretence  of  fcruple,  thefe  extra- 
ordinary   events   are  perpetuated.       Among  the 
zniraculous  circumftanccs  on   .which  Chriftianity 

I  is 


5S  AN    APOLOGY  FOIt 

is  founded,  there  are  fome  which  even  now  pre- 
fent  themfelves  to  our  fenfes.  I  refer  to  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  its  prophecies.  The  progrefs 
and  ihe  permanency  of  the  Chriftian  Rehgion 
were  predidled  by  Jefus.  The  evident  accom- 
phOiment  hereof  is  entirely  unaccountable,  except 
on  the  grounds  of  divine  interpofrion.  Our  Lord 
foretold  the  deilrudion  of  Jerufalcm,  and  the  dif- 
periion  of  the  Jews  :  And,  for  nearly  eighteen 
hundred  years,  fa6t  has  miraculoully  correfponded 
with  the  prcdiffion.*  The  <5vidences  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  arifing  from  the  fulfilment  of  its  prophe- 
cies, are  continually  acquiring  frefli  fiirength  ;  and, 
more  than  any  other  circumftance  whatever,  leaves 
infidelity  without  excufe. 

But  the  Gofpel  needs  no  foreign  teftimony. 
Chriftianity  fpeaks  for  itfelf.  It  bears  the  marks 
of  a  divine  origin  in  its  own  nature.  Thofe  who 
have  not  the  opportunity  or  ability  of  minutely 
Examining  its  external  evidences,  fee  enough  in 
itfelf  to  convince  them  that  it  is  the  word  of  the 
Lord.  It  gives  us  the  cleared  difcoveries  of  God. 
Where  do  we  behold  fuch  grand,  fuch  rational 
difplays  of  the  power,  the  wifdom,  the  holinefs, 
the  juftice,  the  love,  the  mercy  of  God,  as  thofe 
which  the  Gofpel  exhibits  ?  It  portrays  the  attri- 
butes of  Jehovah  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  none  but 
the  heavenly  mind  itfelf  could  conceive;  and  yet 
in  fuch  a  flyle  as  every  perfon  of  moral  tafte  mud 
admire  and  adore.  It  prefents  us  with  fuch  a  view 
of  mankind  as  we  might  rcafonably  expe^l  a  jufl 
and  holy  God  would  give.  It  declares  that  wc 
are  fallen  from  a  ftate  of  original  purity  and  happi- 
nefs ;  that  we  are  univerfally  and  totally  depraved 
in  nature ;  that  we  are  in  a  ftate  of  guilt  and  con- 

^  Lord  Chcflerfield  acknowledged,  that  "  the  prefent  ftate 
^*  of  the  Jews  is  an  invincible  evidence  of  Chriflianity,  not 
^*  to  be  got  over  by  the  wit  of  man." 

demnation  i 
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demnat'ion  ;  that  we  are  utterly  unable  tofave  our- 
felves.  This  is  a  defcription  of  man  which  would 
never  have  been  publilhed  by  man  himfelf ;  and 
yet  it  is  fuch  as  agrees  with  corred  ideas  of  God ; 
its  truth  is  confirmed  by  general  experience ;  and 
its  tendency  is  fuch  as  accords  with  the  defign  of 
religion  ;  viz.  to  excite  in  individuals  an  earneft 
concern  for  their  beft,  their  eternal  interefts.  Thus 
it  approves  itfelf  unto  reafon.  The  Gofpel  does 
not  leave  the  convinced  fmner  in  the  hands  of 
defpair.  It  reveals  a  fyftem  of  mercy  divinely 
adapted  to  our  miferable  circumftances.  It  pub- 
liihes  a  falvation  which,  both  in  its  nature  and 
method,  exceeds  every  human  contrivance — a 
falvation  entirely  independent  on  human  merit, 
and  founded  in  the  riches,  the  freenefs,  and  the 
fovercignty  of  divine  grace.  It  exhibits  the  mani* 
fold  wifdom  of  God,  devifing  a  way  whereby  fin 
might  be  -awfully  puniflied,  and  yet  gracioufly 
pardoned ;  whereby  juftice  and  mercy  might  (liine 
with  harmonious  fplendor  in  the  falvation  of  the 
ungodly.  The  Gofpel  informs  us  that  Jehovah^ 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  determined  from  eter- 
nity to  magnify  the  riches  of  his  grace,  in  re- 
deeming an  innumerable  multitude  of  finners  out 
of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and 
tongues ;  that,  for  the  accomplifliment  of  this 
purpofe,  Jefus,  Jehovah  in  our  nature,  came  in. 
the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  atone  for  their  fins  by  the 
facrifice  of  himfelf ;  that  he  fuffered  the  juft  for 
the  unjufl ;  that  his  blood  cleanfeth  from  all  fin  ; 
that  by  his  obedience  many  fhall  be  made  righte- 
ous. This  Gofpel  declares  that  Jefus,  having 
finifhed  his  work  on  earth,  is  now  exalted  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour  j  that  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  ut- 
termoft,  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him  ;  that 
whofoever  cometh  unto  him,  he  will  in  nowife 
caft  outj  that  thofe  who  believe  ia  him,  fliall 
I  z  *'  not 
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not  perlfh,  but  have  everlafting  life.  This  me- 
thod of  falvation  approves  itfeJf  to  the  wounded 
confcience,  as  the  contrivance  of  Infinite  Wifdom. 
Here  it  finds  reft,  and  nowhere  elfe  but  here. 
Whilft  the  Gofpel  fo  amply  provides  for  the  pardon 
of  fin  and  acceptance  with  God,  it  is  equally 
concerned  for  the  interefts  of  holinefs.  No  reli- 
gion is  com.parable  to  the  Chriftian  in  this  refpe(5t. 
AH  its  do6lrines  have  a  practical  tendenc}'.  It  re- 
quires purity  of  principle  as  well  as  of  adion.  It 
forbids  the  ieaft  as  ftridly  as  the  greateft  fins,  k 
contains  the  pu  reft  precepts  of  morality;  and  not 
only  enforces  them  by  motives  the  moft  powerful, 
but  promifes  the  energy  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to 
make  them  eifeclual.  In  all  thefe  refpedts,  its 
nature  is  evidently  divine  ;  and  its  tendency  fo 
beneficial,  that,  were  its  influence  univerfally 
experienced,  Earth  would  become  an  Heaven  ! 
The  advantages  refuking  from  it,  both  in  time 
and  eternity,  are  incalculable.  Were  this  facred 
volume  depolited  in  the  moft  diftant  corner  of  the. 
globe,  it  would  be  ourhigheft  intereft  to  fetch  it, 
though  at  the  greateft  hazard  and  expence.  Eter- 
nal thanks  be  to  God  that  we  need  not  fetch  it : 
It  is  already  in  our  houfes.  The  pooreft  Chriftian 
in  Britain  may  furniih  himfelf  with  a  copy  of  this 
heavenly  teftimony.  Would  to  God  every  indi- 
vidual of  mankind,  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
enjoyed  the  fiime  privilege  !  May  the  Lord  Jefus 
fend  forth  his  lio;ht  and  his  truth  throuo-h  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  !  Your  hearts,  I  knov/,  fay 
ylmcH  ! — -L.et  us  now  proceed  to  confider 

The  einhient  maimer  hi  irlnch  ihe  ivord  of  the 
Lord  has  been  glorified.  Herein  its  incomparable 
excellence  is  further  difplayed  ;  and  additional 
evidepcc  of  its  divine  origin  is  given.  If  our 
hearts  be  duly  alleged  .by  this  pari  of  the  fubjed:, 
it  will  concur  with  the  former  in  rendering  the 

fuccefs- 
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fuccefsfnl  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  more  interefting 
in  our  eftcem.  The  Apoftle  here  adverts  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  glorified  among  the 
poor  Gentiles  at  Thellalonica.  This  he  had  par- 
ticularly defcribed  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the  for- 
mer epiftle.  **  Our  Gofpel,"  fays  he,  *'  came 
*^  not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power, 
^Vand  in  the  Holy  Ghofb,  and  in  much  aflurance  ; 
"  and  ye  became  followers  of  us  and  of  the  Lord, 
*'  having  received  the  word  in  much  afflidion, 
"  with  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  fo  that  ye  were 
"  enfamples  to  all  that  believe  in  Macedonia  and 
"  Achaia.  For,  from  you  founded  out  the  word. 
^'  of  the  Lord,  not  only  in  Macedonia  and 
**  Achaia,  but  alfo  in  every  place  your  faith  to  God- 
"  w^ard  is  fpread  abroad  ;  fo  that  we  need  not  fay 
*^  any  thing  :  For  they  themfelves  fliew  of  us  what 
'^  manner  of  entering  in  w^e  had  unto  you,  and 
*'  how  ye  turned  to  God  from  idols  to  ferve  the 
*'  living  and  true  God,  and  to  Vv^ait  for  his  Son 
*'  from  Heaven,  whom  he  raifed  from  the  dead, 
*'  even  Jefus,  who  delivered  us  from  the  WTath 
*^  to  come/'  Obferve  and  admire  the  energy  of 
the  Gofpel  among  the  Theflalonians.  It  pene- 
trated their  borders  ;  it  triumphed  over  all  their 
deep-roored  fu perditions ;  it  effeclually  converted 
them  to  Chrifl: ;  its  fanclifying  influence  appeared 
in  their  tempers  and  conduct ;  and  its  heavenly 
conlolations  filled  their  hearts.  Accompanied  by 
divine  power,  it  is  calculated  to  produce  the  fame 
admirable  elfeds  v/herever  it  may  he  {cnz.  Does 
not  this  juflify  and  encourage  our  Miflionary  ef- 
forts ?  Let  us  briefly  refictl  on  thefe  particulars. 

The  word  of  the  Lord  was  glorified  by  the 
vigour  of  its  progrefs.  In  oppofition  to  the  Gof- 
pel, there  was  all  the  ftrcngth  and  the  influence 
that  the  v;orld  could  pofiibly  colrecl,  and  that  hell 
could   furnilli.     The  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  the 
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philofophy  of  the  Gentiles,  the  power  of  the  Ro- 
man fword,  and  perfection  in  every  form,  united 
to  arreft  its  courfe.  In  its  fupport,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  nothing  but  weaknefs.  Its  Author 
had  recently  fuffercd  an  ignominious  death.  The 
apofliles,  whom  he  had  chofen  to  maintain  his 
caufe  and  to  propagate  his  dodlrint?,  wtfc,  hu- 
manly fpeaking,  the  moft  unlikely  to  fucceed. 
The  majority  of  them  were  taken  from  tlie  lowed 
ranks  in  life ;  they  were,  nccellarily,  dependent 
on  {upernatural  endowments  to  quahfy  them  for 
their  office  ;  and  yet,  under  all  thefcdifad vantages, 
without  any  coercive  meafures,  and  by  inRru- 
ments  apparently  the  molt  contemptible,  the 
Gofpel  fpread  with  aflonifhing  rapidity,  not  only 
within  the  limits  of  Judea,  but  throughout  the 
extenfive  boundaries  of  tlie  Roman  empire  :  So 
niightily  grew  the  v/ord  of  the  Lord,  and  prevail- 
ed. Let  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the  caufe  ot 
Chriftian  millions  remember  this,  and  be  encou- 
raged. Let  them  recollecl  that  one  of  the  pecu- 
liar glories  of  the  Gofpel  is,  that  it  can  fpread, 
not  only  without  the  excellency  of  human  power, 
but  in  fpite  of  all  the  united  oppolition  of  earth 
and  hell. 

The  Gofpel  was  glorified  alfo  in  the  fubverfion 
of  idolatry  and  fuperftition.  When  this  word  of 
the  Lord  went  forch  from  Jerufalcm,  profelfedly 
to  convert  the  Gentile  world  unto  the  Chriftian 
faith,  the  profpe^-^1  of  fuccefs  was  apparently  di^i* 
perate.  The  hideous  temple  of  Paganifm,  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  deep-laid  bale  of  antiquity,  fcem- 
cd  fecure  againft  every  attempr.  Guarded  by  the 
obftinate  prejudices  of  the  vulgar;  by  the  terrors 
of  civil  authority ;  and  by  all  the  aits  of  prieftcraft ; 
it  feemed  to  defy  the  touch  of  every  adverfary. 
The  Apoflles  of  Jefus  went  forth,  refolved,  in 
his    name,    to    dcmolilli    this   mighty   ftrudure. 

They 
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They  publiihed  the  dodrines  of  the  Crofs,  and 
immediately  it  began  to  totter.  They  only  fpake, 
and  it  fell  as  Dagon  before  the  ark ;  or  as  tlie 
walls  of  Jericho  at  the  blaft  of  the  ram's  horns. 
How  glorious  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  this 
wonderful  inftance  !  The  diilant  recollection  of  this 
event  is  fufficient  to  excite  our  admiration  and  af- 
tonifhmcnt.  What  dignified  honours  will  the 
Gofpel  then  wear,  when  it  (hall  go  forth  and  be 
accompanied  with  fmiilar  fuccefs  in  every  chme  ; 
when  all  the  remains  of  Pagan  idolatry,  of  Maho- 
metan delufion,  of  PopiQi  fuperflition,  fliall  pe- 
rifli  at  its  appearance ;  and  when  Chriftianity, 
profefled  in  its  fimplicity  and  purity,  fliall  become 
the  only,  the  univerfal  religion  among  men  !  Do 
we  need  arguments  to  jufLify  a  fchemc  that  has 
this  grand  obje6l  in  view  ? 

The  Gofpel  has,  likewife,  been  glorified  in  the 
cffei51:ual  converfion  of  finners  to  Chrift.  Ancient 
and  grofs  fuperftitions  may  be  banilhed  from  a 
nation,  whilll  individuals  ftill  continue  averfe  to 
the  fniritual  government  of  Chrift.  We  have  many 
inftances  of  this  among  ourfelves ;  and  there  were, 
cJoubtlefs,  fuch  alfo  at  Theffalonica.  The  heart 
of  man  is  more  powerfully  fortified  againft  Chrifl 
than  all  the  ftrong  holds  of  Heathenilh  idolatry  ; 
and  the  converfion  of  the  heart  unto  him  is  a  much 
more  glorious  achievement.  Every  power  of  the 
foul  is  refolved  againft  it.  Ignorance,  infeniibi- 
lity,  depraved  afiedlions,  legal  efforts,  unbelief, 
and  black  defpair,  rife  up  in  fucceffion  to  prevent 
it.  Satan  has  pofTefiion  of  the  human  heart  as 
his  caftle,  and  is  determined  to  maintain  his 
ground  till  expelled  by  Omnipotence.  But  the 
Gofpel  is  the  rod  of  Chrift's  ftrength,  the  arm  of 
his  power,  by  which  he  cafls  out  Satan,  and 
brings  rebellious  finners  into  a  ftate  of  fubjedlion 
10  himfelf.     Accompanied  by  divine  influence,  It 

ftrikes 
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flrikes  fucli  convincing  light  into  the  nndcrfland- 
ing,  it  founds  fuch  an  alarm  in  the  confcience,  as 
fhocks  infenfibihty  itfelf,  ancj  makes  the  foul 
concerned  above  all  things  for  falvation.  It  cbaces 
the  trembling  finner  through  all  the  coverts  of 
felf-righteoufnefs,  till,  at  length,  he  is  compelled 
to  take  refuge  in  Chrifl.  In  him  k  exhibits  fuch 
encouragement  and  fecurity,  that  the  humbled  re- 
bel begins  to  conceive  a  ray  of  hope,  and,  in  the 
fpirit  of  true  converfion,  he  lifts  up  his  eyes  unto 
Jefus  with  weeping  and  fupplication  ;  makes  him 
the  exclufive  ground  of  his  dependence  ;  cleaves  to 
Iiim  with  fupreme  affeclion  ;  and  devotes  himfelf 
entirely  to  his  fervice.  Thus,  the  Gofpel  is  mighty 
through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds, 
€afting  down  imaginations,  and  every  high  thin^ 
that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrifl.  Multitudes  in  every  age  have 
experienced  its  converting  influence :  Thei'e  are 
many  living  witneffes  of  it  in  the  prefent  day  ^  and 
not  a  few,  I  truft,  in  the  congregation  before  me. 
When  we  confider  the  infinite  value  of  the  fouls  of 
men  ;  the  impolnbility  of  their  falvation,  except 
they  be  converted  to  Chrift;  and  the  great  difficulty 
of  the  work ;  does  not  the  word  of  the  Lord  ap- 
pear glorious  indeed  as  the  inftrument  of  effccl- 
ing  it  ?  Nothing  (hares  with  the  Gofpel  in  this 
honour.  Providential  circnmftances  may  alarm 
the  confcience,  but  the  Gofpel  is  the  only  means 
©f  converting  the  (inner  to  Chrift,  and  of  bringing 
the  fouls  of  men  into  a  ftate  of  falvation.  To  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  converts  to  Chrift  is  the  de- 
Irgn  of  fending  the  Gofpel  to  the  Heathen. 

Once  more,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  glorified 
in  the  fan(5tification  of  its  converts.  The  earth 
groans  under  the  fms  of  its  inhabitants,  and  longs 
for  deliverance.    Its  cry  has  been  heard  in  every 
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age ;  and  various  means  have  been  adopted  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  vice  and  the  prevalence  of  virtue. 
The   mod  coercive  and   fanguinary  laws  that  fo- 
ciety  can  enacl  for  this  purpofe  have  proved  in- 
fufficient.     Every  human  invention  is  ineffedual 
to  curb  the  lawlefs  paffions  of  innate  depravitv* 
This  honour  is  referved  for  the  Gofpel.    Acconi- 
panied  by  divine  influence,  it  is  the  powerful  in- 
ilrument  of  fubduing  fin  and  promoting  holinefs. 
We  have  many  inflances  of  this   in  perfons  who 
have  been  the  mod  devoted  flaves  to  vice.    Mere 
nominal  Chriftians  may  be  and  are  ftrangers  to  its 
fandifying  influence  ;  but  when  it  is  divinely  re- 
ceived into  the  heart,  it  produces  a  moral  change 
in  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  transforms  its 
fubjeds  into  its  own  holy  image.    They    become 
at  once  fandined   through   the  truth  ;  and  clean 
through  the  word  that   is  fpoken   unto  them     It 
makes  them  indifferent  to  the  pleafures,  the  riches, 
the  honours  of  the  world  ;  it    adorns  them  with 
temperance,  meeknefs,  humility,  and  all  the  ami- 
able graces  of  the  fpirit.    By  the  love  of  Chrift,  the 
force  of  gratitude,  and  the  fenfe  of  duty,  it  teaches 
them  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  luflis,  and  to 
live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent 
world.     It  forms  their  fouls  averfe  to  every  known 
iniquity  ;  it  determines  them  rather  to  fuffer  than 
to  fin  3  it  conflrains  them  to  aim  after   univerfal 
and  perfed  obedience  to  the  divine  commands ; 
and,  whilfl:  they  are  zealous  of  good  works,  it  dif- 
pofes  ihem  to  renounce,  with  difguft,  the  idea  of 
human  merit  -,  to  acknowledge  themfelves  unpro- 
fitable fervants ;  and  to  depend  only  on  the  atone- 
ment  and  obedience  of  Chrill:  for  acceptance  with 
God.     How   glorious    does   the    Gofpel    appear 
\vhen  its  fandifying  effeds  are  thus  manifeft  in  the 
tempers  and  condud  of  men  1     What  a  blefl!ing. 
K  would- 
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wduld  it  be  to  nations  and  individuals,  were  its 
purifying  eifects  more  widely  extended  ! 

Finally,  The  word  of  die  Lord  is  glorified  in 
the  confolation  of  faints.     It  publiihes  glad  tidings 
to  the  miferable ,  it  provides  relief  for  every   dif- 
treffing  cafe  ;  and,  through  the  (pirit,  conveys  di- 
vine comforts  to   ihe  heart.     What  reviving   fen- 
fations  it   imparls  to   thofe  who  are  converted  to 
Chrid  1   It  teaches  them   to  look  upon  that  work 
which  is  wrought  m  them,  as  a  fruit  and  evidence 
of  God's  diftinguifhing  love  3  it  declares  that,  even 
now,    all  fpiritual  bleffings  are   theirs ;  that  ihcy 
Jiali  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith, 
to  complete  faivation  i  that  they  Ihall  be  finally 
delivered  from  every  evil,  and   enjoy  an  eternal 
perfedion  of  purity  and  blifsm  the  immediate  pre- 
fence  of  God  and  the  Lamb.     Such  confiderations 
as  thefe,  apprehended  by  faith,  infpire  a  peace  that 
paffeth  all  underftanding,  a  joy  that  is  unfpeakablc 
and  full  of  glory.     They  adminifter  comfort  under 
all  the  diilrelTes  of  life,  and  in  the  immediate  prof- 
ptdi  of  diffolution.     Look  into  the  mean  abode  of 
a  dying  believer,  and  behold  what  confolations  the 
Gofpel  can  impart  in  fcafons  of  the  utmofl  extre- 
mity !     You   fee  him  furrounded  with  every  ap- 
pearance of  indigence  and  mifery  :  His  emaciated 
body  is  almoft  worn  out  with  excruciating  pain, 
and  he  feems  jull   ready  to  yield  to  diliblution. 
Under  all  this  load  of  forrow,  peaceful  ferenity  fits 
•  fmiling  on  his  face,  and  .''ifes  into  rapture  whihl  he 
cafts  an  eye  upon  his  Bible,  the  companion  of  his 
trouble.      By   the   pleafing  lecolledions  and  the 
lively  hopes  which  the  fight  '  of  it   occafions,  en- 
fcc'oied  Nature  collcvrts  her  ftrength,  and  acquires 
frcfh  vigour.     With  Heaven  already  in  his  foul,  he 
exclaim^',  **  That  precious,  O  that  precious  book 
"  of  God  !  With  what  energy  has  the  Lore!  fpoken 
'♦  l^y  it  to  my  Ibul  !   What   (cafonablc    warnings, 
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*"^  what  divine  inftrudlions,  what  enlivening  encou- 
*'  ragements,  has  he  thereby  imparted  to  my  heart  ! 
'*  Unlefs  thy  law  had  been  my  delight,  I  Ihould 
<'  have  periflied  m  mine  affii^uon  :  But  it  has  made 
**  me  rich  in  poverty  ;  it  hasadminiilered  relief  m 
•'  trouble  ;  and  now  it  gives  me  life  in  death. 
"  The  profpeds  it  exhibits  tranlpori  my  foul.  I 
^'  will  not  be  afraid  though  1  pafs  through  the 
'^  valley  of  the  Ihadow  of  death.  I  know  in  whom 
*'  I  have  believed  ;  I  know  that,  though  the 
"  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  be  diliolved,  I 
**  have  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made 
**  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  I  fliaU  put 
*'  off  the  body  of  fin  and  mortality  together;  my 
"  departing  fpirit  ihall  be  immediately  admitted 
<*  into  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  (hall  mix  with  an 
*'  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  the  fpirits 
*'  of  juft  men  made  perfed.  1  fhall  behold  the 
^*  unveiled  glory  of  my  adorable  Redeemer ;  (hall 
*'  be  fully  conformed  to  his  holy,  lovely  image; 
«'  fhall  ferve  him  without  wearinefs  or  imperfect 
*'  tion,  and  celebrate  his  praifes  with  inceffant  de- 
**  light.  1  Qiall  hunger  no  more,  neither  third 
«'  any  more,  neither  Oiall  the  fun  light  on  me,  nor 
**  any  heat ;  for  the  Lamb,  who  is  m  the  midft  of 
<*  the  throne,  fliall  feed  me,  and  fliall  lead  me  unto 
*'  living  fountains  of  waters ;  and  God  ihall  wipe 
"  away  all  tears  from  my  eyes.  My  mortal  part 
*'  1  leave  in  lively  hope  ^  my  dufl:  ihall  hear  the 
"  voice  of  the  Archangel  and  the  trump  of  God  : 
"  Jefus,  my  Saviour,  Ihall  change  this  vile  body, 
*«  that  It  may  be  fafjioned  like  unto  his  glorious 
"  body.  O  how  I  long  to  be  diffolved  I  I  defire 
"  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrill.  Come,  Lord 
*«  Jefus,  come  quickly  !"  After  reilcding  on  the 
eminent  manner  m  which  the  word  of  the  Lord  has 
been  glorified,  I  hope  you  are  prepared  to  conhdcr 
Ki  The 
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The  importance  of  hiterejlwg  our/elves  in  tlsfur' 
therprogrefs.  The  Apoltle  wasearneftly  concerned 
that  rhe  word  of  the  Lord  might  have/r^f  conrfeand 
he  glorified^  as  It  was  at  Theilalonica  ;  and  he  en- 
deavoured to  excite  the  fame  difpofitlon  in  others. 
His  example  and  exhortation  fpeak  with  powerful 
authority  to  the  body  of  Chriflians  in  every  age. 
The  fuccefsful  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  is  entirely  de- 
pendent on  God  j  but  he  honours  his  fervants  as 
the  inftruments  of  promoting  it.  The  primitive 
Chriflians  were  zealoufly  employed  in  this  work, 
and  we  ought  to  follow  their  example.  How  can 
we  pretend  to  their  charader  if  we  do  not  imbibe 
their  fpirit  ?  Chriflians,  in  general,  are  capable  of 
contributing,  in  one  way  or  another,  to  the  ac- 
complilhment  of  this  important  objefV.  All  who 
acknowledge  the  worth  of  the  Gofpel,  thofe  efpe- 
cially  who  have  experienced  its  influence,  and, 
above  all,  its  profefTed  miniflers,  fhould  labour,  by 
every  pofTible  mean,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord 
may  be  extended  and  glorified  in  their  refpedive 
neighbourhoods,  in  the  Chriflian  world  at  large, 
and  among  the  Heathen  in  particular.  The  fuc- 
cefsful progrefs  of  the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen 
was  the  objed  which  Paul  had  more  immediately 
in  view  in  the  text  :— And  is  not  an  a6live  concern 
for  this  object  as  important  and  needful  now  as  it 
was  in  the  apoftolic  period  ? 

.Contemplate  the  vafl  fpace  of  the  habitable 
world  which  yet  remains  deftitute  of  the  word  of 
the  Lord.  Not  lefs  than  three- fourths  of  it  are, 
at  this  moment,  involved  in  Pagan  and  Mahome- 
tan darknefs.  Infidels  take  advantage  of  this  cir- 
cumftance.  They  pretend  to  objed  to  the  divi- 
nity of  the  Chriflian  Religion,  becaufe  it  wants 
the  charader  of  univerfality.  But,  is  God  bound 
to  confer  his  gifts  in  an  equal  degree  on  all  na- 
tions 
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lions  and  individuals  of  men  ?  Is  it  not  unquei- 
tionably  evident,  from  inniiraerable  inftances,  thac 
he  has  not  done  fo  ?  He  gave  divine  revelation  as 
a  general  blefling  foon  after  the  creation,  and  after 
the  flood  :  Was  he  afterwards  obliged  to  interpofe  for 
its  continuance  ?  or  to  reftore  it  after  it  had  been  dif- 
regarded  or  rejeded  ?  If  the  Chriftian  Religion  is 
not  of  univerfal  extent,  it  is  formed  for  univerfality. 
Its  dodrines,  its  prcmifes,  its  precepts,  its  ordi- 
nances and  difcipline  are  equally  needful,  and 
equally  fuited  to  all  nations  and  charaders  of  men. 
The  mofl  fubftantial  reafons  may  be  given  why 
it  has  not  already  become  univerfal.  ProfefTing 
Chridians  have  been  mofl  criminally  indolent  in 
this  bufinefs.  In  attempting  to  propagate  the 
Gofpel,  they  have  not  proceeded  upon  the  plan 
which  it  recommends.  They  have  adopted  flm- 
guinary  meafures,  which  it  detefls,  and  crafty  de- 
vices, which  it  fcorns.  It  has  alfo  been  loaded 
with  an  enormous  mafs  of  corruptions ;  and,  in 
this  disfigured  ftate,  the  RomiQi  Miflionaries  ef- 
pecially,  have  prefented  it  to  the  Heathen,  recom- 
mending fuperftitions  as  grofs  as  thofe  which  they 
laboured  to  corred.  Shall  fuch  attempts  fucceed  ? 
They  never  can.  "  Men  may,  by  degrees,  cor- 
rupt Chriflianity  where  it  is;  but  they  Ihall  not 
propagate  it  in  this  flate  :  They  fliall  not  fpread 
error  over  the  earth  in  the  name  of  Chrifl.  They 
(liall  not  give  the  Gentiles  an  inftitute  of  Pa- 
geantry and  Myfticifm,  calling  it  Chriftianity : 
They  may  offer  it,  if  they  will ;  but  Providence,  in 
its  general  conduct,  fliews  that  the  Gentiles  v/ill 
not  accept  it^."  "  To  reflore  the  purity,  is  mofl 
effedually  to  promote  the  progrefs  of  ^hrif- 
ilianity-f  .'*  Its  corruptions  make  infidels  at  home, 
and  prevent  its  fuccels  abroad.     The  abominable 

■*  ProfefTor  Hardy.  f  Archdeacon  Paley. 
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condud  of  many  who  have  profefTed  Chriftlanitf^ 
without  experiencing  its  influence,  has  likewife^ 
confidcrably  impeded  its  progreis.  Where  pious 
MifTionaries  have  been  fenr,  their  labours  have  been 
obftrnded  by  the  impieties  which  the  Heathen 
have  feen,  and  the  cruelties  they  have  experienced 
from  thofe  v»  ho  called  themfelves  Chriftians.  What 
will  our  navigators,  and  efpecially  our  Slave- 
Traders,  have  to  account  for  at  the  bar  of  God  on 
this  fcore  ?  Confide;  ing  how  ChriRianity  has  been 
mifreprefented  by  che  condudV  and  the  devices  of 
many  of  its  profefTors,  it  is  fo  far  from  being 
ftrange  that  it  is  not  become  univerfal,  that  its 
very  prelervation  and  fubfiftence  are  next  to  mira- 
culous. The  prefent  limited  progrefs  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  however,  is  not  folely  owing  to  the  indo- 
lence and  mifmanagement  of  its  profeilors.  For 
wife  reafons,  God  has  appointed  his  fixed  periods 
for  evangelizing  the  dirlerent  parts  of  the  world  ; 
and,  among  others,  that  his  people,  in  every  age, 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  expreiiing  their  zeal 
by  Miffionary  exertions.  The  Chriilian  Church 
has  long  exiited;  it  has  obtained  many  glorious 
conquelis  ^  it  looks  forward,  in  hope  of  univerfal 
extent.  But,  brethren,  "  there  remaineth  yet  very 
*'  much  land  to  be  poijeifed*."  Set  the  map  of  the 
world  before  yDu.  — Behold  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory, inhabited  by  more  than  fix  hundred  milhons 
of  fouls,  where  the  prince  of  darknefs  reigns  with- 
out tontroul !  Should  not  the  wide,  the  awful 
profped  awaken  our  zeal  ?  Whilft  a  Imgle  corner 
of  the  globe  remains  deftitute  of  the  Gofpel,  ic 
will  be  the  duty  of  Chriftians  to  endeavour,  in  de- 
pendence on  God,  to  communicate  it.  How  much 
more,  when  we  reilecl:  on  the  unmeafurable  wil- 
d^rnefs  which  now  lies  uncultivated  ? 

♦  Jqfliua  xiii.    1. 
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The  mlferable  condition  of  the  Heathen  pleads 
carneftly  for  relief  Their  uncivilized  (late  is 
deplorable ;  but,  as  Chriftians,  we  fhould  efpecially 
feel  for  their  fouls.  They  are  emphatically 
**  without  Chrift  ;  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of 
*'  Ifrael,  ftrangers  to  the  covenants  of  promife, 
*'  having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.^' 
They  have  none  to  warn  them  of  their  fpiritual  dan- 
ger ;  none  to  publiQi  the  tidings  of  a  Saviour  ;  they 
are  deftitute  even  of  the  means  of  falvation.  Poor 
creatures !  Shall  their  mifery  reach  our  ears,  and 
not  affed  our  hearts  ?  Shall  their  wretched  con- 
dition cry  earneftly,  '^  Come  over  and  help  us!'* 
and  (hall  we  be  deaf  to  its  importunity?  God 
forbid  !  Let  us  either  renounce  the  Chriftian  name, 
or  exert  ourfelves  on  their  behalf.  In  what  vvay 
then  Ihall  we  proceed  ?  Nothing  but  the  Gofpel 
is  fuited  to  relieve  them.  This,  accompanied 
with  a  divine  bleffing,  would  do  it  efTedually.  It 
is  calculated  to  open  their  blind  eyes,  to  turn  them 
from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgivenefs  of 
lins,  and  inlieritance  among  thofe  that  are  fane- 
tified  by  faith  that  is  in  Chrift.  Its  afped  toward 
them  is  as  favourable  as  w^e  could  wifli.  It  declares 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Jew  and 
the. Greek;  that  the  fame  Lord  overall,  is  rich 
unto  all  that  call  upon  him ;  and  that  whofojever 
fliall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  fliall 
be  faved.  How  then  fhall  they  call  on  him  in 
whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  And  how  fliall 
they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ? 
And  how  fliall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?  And 
how  fhall  they  preach,  except  they  be  fent  ? 
Ought  we  not  then  to  engage  moil  earneflly  in 
the  caufe  of  Chrillian  miflions  ?  Where  is  the 
ipirir  of  philanthropy  ?    Here  it  may  find  its  mofl: 

dcferving 
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defervlng  objeCl.     Here  it   may  widely    expand 
its  heart,  and  charitably  employ  its  hands. 

The  conllraining  force  of  gratitude  Ihould  give 
energy  in  philanthropy  to  fuch  a  caufe  as 
this.  Our  anceftors  were  as  ignorant  and  fuper- 
llitious  as  any  of  the  Heathen  in  the  prefent  day, 
Hiftory  informs  us,  that  no  idolatrous  worfliip 
ever  attained  fiich  an  afcendant  over  mankind  as 
that  of  the  ancient  Britons.  We  might  (lill  have 
remained  in  that  birbarous  flate  ;  But  God,  in  an 
early  period  of  the  Chriftian^ra,  vifjted  this  iHe 
afar  off  with  the  GofpeL  To  this  circumftancc 
we  owe  all  our  improvements,  both  of  a  civil  and 
religious  nature.  From  this  depends  the  numer- 
ous converfions  of  fouls  that  have  taken  place,  or 
that  fhall  hereafter  take  place  in  our  ifle,  together 
with  all  the  prefent  and  eternal  happinefs  connected 
therewith.  Have  we  been  (b  long,  (o  highly  fa- 
voured, and  do  we  feel  no  concern  to  make  fuita- 
ble  returns?  Shall  we  not  gratefully  endeavour  to 
extend  that  Gofpcl,  whence  we  have  derived  tuch 
advantages,  praying  that  it  may  have  free  courfe, 
and  be  glorified  as  it  has  been  with  us  ? 

The  exprefs  command  of  God  our  Saviour 
obliges  us  to  unremitting  exertions  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  He  commanded  his  Apoftlcs  to  go  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gofpel  to  every 
creature.  Though  that  charge  particularly  be- 
longed to  them,  it  is,  in  fome  refpeds,  a  rule  of 
duty  to  ourfclves.  ]t  folcmnly  binds  the  followers 
of  Chrift,  in  all  fucceeding  ages,  to  contribute  ac- 
cording to  their  ability  to  the  great  deilgn  of 
evangelizing  the  whole  globe.  Chriflians  in  ge- 
neral are  commanded  to  pray,  and  to  drive  together 
for  the  faith  of  the  Gofpel.  In  what  light  does, 
the  Saviour  confider  a  carelefs  inattention  to  thefe 
precepts  ?    How  c*n  we  look  him   in  the  face, 

whilft 
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whllft  our  condud  declares  that  we  are  regardlefs 
of  this  duty  ?  If  he  commands,  though  there 
were  no  profpe^l  of  fuccefs ;  yea,  though  we  were 
alTured  there  would  be  none,  we  ought  to  obey. 
But  we  have  not  this  plea  to  excufe  our  indolence. 

Thecaufe  of  Chriftian  Miflions  will  undoubtedly 
profper.  We  know  what  effe6ls  accompanied  the 
labours  of  the  Apoflles.  What  though  we  cannot 
work  miracles,  as  they  did  ?  Succefs  depends 
not  on  thefe.  Chriftianity  triumphed  after  mira- 
cles had  ceafed.  Let  the  Gofpel  be  can*ied  to  the 
Heathen  in  its  purity  ;  let  it  be  exemplified  in  the 
tempers  and  conduct  of  our  Miilionaries ;  and  its 
evident  fupcriority  will  finally  prevail  over  every 
oppofmg  fyftem.  Let  it  be  accompanied  with 
that  divine  influence  which  has  attended  it  in  every 
age  ;  and  this  w^ill  do  more  than  miracles :  It  will 
not  only  anfwer  the  objedions,  but  convert  the 
hearts  of  men.  Engaged  in  the  propagation  of 
the  Gofpel,  it  would  be  criminal  to  doubt  of  fuccefs; 
It  is  the  caufe  of  God  in  which  he  is  moft  deeply 
interefted.  He  has  abfolutely  declared,  "  that 
*'  this  Gofpel  of  the  kingdom  (hall  be  preached 
*'  in  all  the  world,  for  a  witnefs  to  all  nations  ; 
*'  that  Chrifl:  ihall  have  the  Heathen  for  his  in^ 
*^  heritance,  and  the  uttermofl  parts  of  the  earth 
*'  for  his  poiTefTion ;  that  he  fnall  have  dominion 
"  from  fea  to  fea ;  and  that  all  nations  fliall  ferve 
"  him.''  Hath  God  faid  it,  and  (haft  he  not 
do  it  ?  Hath  he  fpoken  it,  and  fliall  he  not  bring 
it  to  pafs  ? 

If,  with  thefe  enlivening  profpeds,  we  conned: 
the  glorious  refult  of  fuccefsful  eflbrts,  they  muft 
furely  excite  us  to  earned:  exertions.  The  partial 
fuccefs  of  the  Gofpel  has  already  produced  the 
happiefl:  effeds  in  the  experience  of  nations  and 
individuals :  Its  univerfal  extent  and  influence  will 
prefent  a   glorious  fcene  indeed.     The  Book   of 
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divine   prophecy  will  then  be  clearly    unfolded  j 
then  the  empire  of  Savan  will  be  entirely  fubverted  j 
peaceful  profperity  will  fmile  through  all   the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  ;   religious  knowledge  will  lliine 
in   its    meridian   fplendor ;   holinefs  will    govern 
the  tempers  and  condu6l  of  men  ;  Chriftian  affec- 
tion  will  cement   the  whole  world ;   and  all  the 
tribes  of  mankind  will  unite  in  one  great  family 
of  love.     Then,  in  the  figurative  language  of  the 
prophet,  *'  the  wolf  fliall  dwell  with  the  lamb;  and 
^'  the  leopard  (hall  lie  down   with  the  kid  :   and* 
*^  the  calf  and  the  young  lion,  and   the  fatling 
"  together;   and   a   little  child   n:iall  lead   them. 
''  The  cow  and  the  bear  fliall  feed ;  their  young 
**  ones  fliall  lie  down  togerlier ;  and  the  lion  fliall 
^'  eat  draw  like  the  ox.     The  fucking  child  (hall 
*«  play  on  the  hole  of  the  afp,   and  the  weaned 
child  fliall   put  his  hand  upon  the  cockatrice' 
den.     They    fliall  not  hurt  nor  defliroy  in  all 
God's  holy    mountain  ;  for  the  earth  fliall  be 
full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  wa- 
ters cover  the  fea."     O  come,  this  happy,  pro- 
mifed  period  !     As  yet  we  fee  it  not ;  but  let  us 
anticipate  it :    Let  us  gladly  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity of  extending  the  Golpcl  as  the  mean  of  its 
glorious  commencement. 

No  confiderations  whatever  fhould  hinder  our 
united  exertions  for  this  purpofe.  Let  not  the  ri- 
dicule of  obfervers  deter  us.  If  the  work  be  of 
God,  we  muft  expec^l  oppofition.  The  farcafms 
and  mifrcprefcntations  of  infidels,  of  nominal 
Chriflians  and  quietifls,  Vv^e  cannot  efcape.  They 
will  mock  and  reproach  us  as  Sanballat  did  Ne- 
hemiah  ;  and,  under  all  fuch  reproaches,  our  refo- 
lution  and  zeal  fliould  be  flcady  and  ardent,  like 
his. — The  magnitude  of  the  objed,  and  our 
ccm.pnrative  infignificance  ought  not  to  difcourage 
us.     VVe   depend  not  on   our  own  wifdom  and 
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ftrehgth  ;  but  on  the  counfel  and  power  of  God. 
Mountainous  difficulties  are  eafily  levelled  by  him. 
He  often  accompHQiesthe  greateft  purpofes  by  the 
Vv^eakeft  means  — The  unpromifing  appearance  of 
the  Heathen  fhould  not  difmay  us.  Their  preju- 
dices are  flrong ;  but  not  too  ilrong  to  be  con- 
quered by  the  vi^lorious  grace  of  Chrift.  Theit* 
uncivilized  ilate  prefents  an  unfavourable  afped; 
but  how  fliall  it  be  improved  except  by  the  labours 
of  Chriftian  MifTionaries  ?  Who  eife  has  ditin- 
terefted  benevolence  enough  to  attempt  it  ?  Who 
elfearefo  likely  to  fucceed  in  their  efforts  ?  We 
have  experimental  proof,  in  the  fuccefsful  labours 
of  Brainerd  and  others,  that  the  uncivilized  Hea- 
then are  capable  of  uaderflancling  the  fimple 
dodrines  of  the  Gofpel,  and  of  experiencing  their 
influence.  The  defirable  end  of  civilization  would, 
therefore,  not  only  be  the  moft  effeclually  con- 
dndied  by  Chriftian  Miffionaries  5  but,  in  irs  pro- 
grefs,  they  might  reafonably  expect  an  harveft  of 
converts  to  Chrift.  Who  knows  what  prepara^ 
tions  God  may  be  now  making  for  the  fpread  of 
the  Gofpel  among  thefe  unrutored  tribes  ?  Dr. 
Cotton  Mather,  in  his  Hiftory  of  New  England, 
records  a  remarkable  inliance  of  this  kind  which 
happened  in  his  own  day.  He  tells  us,  that  an  In- 
dian and  his  Vv'ife,  of  the  firil  diftindion,  had  bu- 
ried their  five  firft  children  fucceiriveiy  within  ten 
days  of  their  birth.  All  the  inch.mtments  they 
had  ufed  to  preferve  their  lives  were  found  inef-^ 
fedual.  At  length  they  had  a  fixih  fon.  The 
poor  mother  was  almoft  diftraded  with  the  fear 
of  lofing  this  likevvife.  Full  of  agitation,  (he  went 
out,  as  foon  as  (he  was  able,  and  cook  her  child 
with  her  into  the  fields,  to  weep  out  her  forro^vs 
there.  While  Ihe  was  ruminating  on  the  infufii- 
ciency  of  all  human  help,  her  mifid  was  imme- 
diately and  ftrcngly  impreffed  with  the  idea  that 
L  2  there 
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there  was  one  Omnipotent  Creator  of  all  things, 
and  that  the  God  who  had  given  being  to  herfelf 
and  her  child,  could  eailly  preferve  his  life.    Gn  this 
ground  (lie  earneftly   implored  this  favour. — Her 
child  lived.' — Her  faith  in  that  unknown  God,  who 
liad  anfvvcred  her  prayer,  was  confirmed  ;  and  (he 
devoted  her  fon  to  his  fervice.     Three  or  four  years 
after  this,  the  Engliili  came  to  fettle  there.    From 
the  manner  of  their  devotions,  the  woman  was  con- 
vinced  that  the  objecft  of  their  worlhip  was  that 
God  whom  flic  had  addreficd   on   behalf  of  her 
child.     She,  therefore,  alTociated  with  them  ;    was 
afterwards  converted  under  the   miniftry  of  Mr. 
Mayhew,  and  made  an  honourable   prcfeffion  of 
the  Chriftian    faith.     What   renders   the  circum- 
fiance  more  wonderful  is,  that  this  very  child  af- 
terwards became  not  only  a  fincere  Chriflian,  but 
an  eminent  preacher  of  Chrift  totheothtr  Indians  ; 
and,   at  the  time  this  account  was  publiihed,  he 
was  paftor  of  an  Indian  church,  confilling  of  fome 
fcores  of  regenerate  fouls.    His  name  was  Japhet  : 
And  fuch  Japhets   God  can   prepare    for  himfelt 
elfev/here.    if  Providence,  therefore,  open  a  door, 
the  il:ate   o^  the  Heathen,  whatever  it   may   be, 
fliould  not  be  confidered  as  a  lion  in  the  way. — But 
there  is  work  enough  at  home,  fay  fonie  :   Let  us 
exert  ouiielvcs  in  evangelizing  every  dark   village 
in  Britain.     This  is  certainly  an  objed  which  de- 
mands our  united  and  vigorous  attention.     Thofe 
whofo  earncftly  recommend  it,  I  hope,  will  ditlin- 
guilh  ihemfelves  in  promoting  it.     But,  fliall  we 
conclude  that  Mi(hons  to  the  Heathen  are  prema- 
ture till  this  be  fully  effeded  ?    The  Apoftles  did 
not  act  on  this  principle.     When  they  had  thrown 
the  leaven  into  one  city  or  nation,  they  proceeded 
to  another,  in  order  that  it  might  fprcad  its  influ- 
ence in  different  countries  at  the  ianie   time,  till 
the  whole  bodv  cf  each  Oiould  be  leavened.    The 
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fettled  churches  hberally  lupported  them  in  thefe 
labours,  and  endeavoured,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
extend  the  Gofpel  in  their  own  particular  neigh- 
bourhoods. This,  I  think,  is  the  plan  which  wif- 
dom  and  charity  recommend  to  us.  Befides, 
genuine  zeal  for  the  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  is  uni- 
form. Thofe  who  are  moft  anxious  to  promote  it 
in  one  direflion,  will  be  likewife  mod  ready  to 
encourage  it  in  another. — The  calamitous  circum- 
liances  of  the  times  are  viewed  as  an  objection  by 
fome.  Thefe,  however,  fliould  not  retard  our  ef- 
forts. The  bufmefs  is  of  fiich  importance,  that  no 
time  can  be  prudently  loft.  The  convulfions  of  na- 
tions cannot  hinder  the  progrefs  of  this  work,  if 
God  fuccecd.  He  often  builds  up  his  church, 
as  he  did  the  walls  of  Jerulalem,  in  troublous 
times. — There  may  be  fome  who  are  waiting  for 
their  friends  and  connexions  to  come  forward. 
But  is  our  duty  dependent  on  the  concurrence  of 
others?  Will  their  negligence  be  admitted  as  a  pro- 
per apology  for  our  own  ?  May  not  our  adive  exer- 
tions be  the  means  of  aroufing  the  indolence  of  our 
fellow  Chriftians  ?  And  may  not  our  fupinenefs,  on 
the  other  hand,  tend  to  relax  their  zeal  and  con- 
firm their  indifference  ? — Suppofe  fome  eminent 
Chriftians  (hould  feem  to  difcountenance  the  bu- 
fmefs ;  even  this-  is  no  fufficient  reafon  for  us  to 
decline  it.  We  ought  to  follow  no  man  any  far- 
ther than  he  follows  Chrift.  The  beft  defign  is 
not  always  recommended  by  Chriftians  themfelves. 
Dp  we  not  know  that  the  judgment  is  fometimes 
perverted  by  prejudices  ?  Do  not  perfons  too  fre- 
quently withhold  their  public  fupport  from  what 
they  lecretly  approve  ?  Ought  we  not  then  to 
judge  for  ourfelves  ?  and  fhould  not  the  worthinefs 
of  the  object  determine  our  condu6t,  independent 
of  the  opinion  of  others  r — Some  may  approve  of 
the  defign,  but  the  fcheme  dees  not  juft  hit  their 
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views.  To  fuch,  I  recommend  the  example  of  a 
late  venerable  miniller''^.  In  theprofped  of  death 
he  prefented  his  donation  on  behalf  of  the  Lon- 
don Miflionary  Society,  with  this  remark.: — ''  It 
"  is  the  lafl  they  will  receive  from  me ;  and  al- 
*'  though  I  cannot  go  all  their  length,  yet  I  fee  ic 
*'  my  duty  to  countenance  the  fcheme,  perceiving 
*'  that,  were  I  to  ftay  till  all  were  of  my  way  of 
*'  thinking,  nothing  would  be  done  at  all."  We 
cannot  fuppofe  that  a  number  of  perfons  fliould 
juft  fee  alike  in  an  affair  of  fuch  magnitude  ;  but 
this  fhould  be  no  objedion  to  their  united  exer- 
tions. Their  different  opinions,  propofed  with 
xneeknefs,  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  may  fcrve  to 
point  out  the  beft  means  of  promoting  that  grand 
defign  which  they  unanimoufly  approve. 

We  cannot  negleft  an  attempt  to  evangelize  the 
Heathen  without  incurring  guilt  and  danger.  Op- 
pofition  to  this  defign  is  a  fm  of  the  greutefl:  mag- 
nitude. Forbidding  us  to  fpeak  to  the  Gentiles, 
that  they  might  be  fived,  is  mentioned  as  that  by 
which  the  Jews  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  ini- 
quity, and  for  which  Wrath  came  upon  them  to  the 
uttermofl*.  Inattention  to  this  objecl  approaches 
next  to  oppofition,  in  point  of  criminality.  Indi- 
vidual and  national  mifery  is  its  threatened  confe- 
quence.  Refpecling  the  Chriftian  Church,  God 
declares,  "  The  nation  and  kingdom  that  will  not 
*'  ferve  thee  fhall  periOi ;  yea,  thofe  nations  fliall  be 
*'  utterly  wafted;};."  He  is  the  bell  patriot,  there- 
fore, who  is  molt  concerned  for  the  fprcad  of  the 
Gofpel  at  home  and  abroad.  Such  concern  ftands 
connecled  with  public  and  private  happinefs. 
With  the  exhortation  to  ''  pray  for  the  peace  of 
"  Jerufalcm,"  we  have  the  cheering  promife, 
*'  they  flnll  profper  who  love  thee." 

•  The  Rev.  Mr.  Shanks.  t    1  Thc.T.  ii.  15,  16. 
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With  what  eagernefs,  then,  fl:iould  every  indivi- 
dual among  you  unite   with  the  Society  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  addrefs  !     Your  gold,  your 
counfel,  your  influence,  and  efpecially  your  prayers, 
lliould  concur  to  give  energy  and  effed:  to  their 
defign  of  evangeHzing  the  Heathen.     1  congratu- 
late the  members  of  this  venerable  body  on  their 
united  zeal  for  this  important  purpofe.     The  caufe 
in  which  you  are  engaged,  is,  of  all  others,  the 
mod  benevolent  and  interefting.  The  defign  of  your 
alTociation  is  undoubtedly  approved  of  God,  for  his 
word  very   frequently  and  earneilly  recommends 
the  objecl  in  view.     Befides  the  general  grounds  of 
encouragemenr,  there  is  fomething  in  the  prefent 
afpfd  of  the  religious  world  which  emboldens  the 
hope  "  that  your  labour  (hall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
^'  Lord.'*  Many  have  formed  laborious  calculations 
refpeding  the  appointed  period  when  the  univerfal 
fpread   of  the  Gofpel    fhall  commence.      Their 
conjedures  have  frequently  deceived    themfelves 
and  others.     There  is  one  calculation,   however, 
which  perfons  in  general  are  capable  of  comput- 
ing, and  whence  they  may  certainly  conclude  that 
the  church   of  Chrift  is,  at  leaft,  on  the   point 
of  confiderable    enlargement ;  and  that  is,  when 
God   infpires   his  fervants  with  an  extraordinary 
concern  for  her  intereils.     ''  Thou  flialt  arife  and 
*'  have    mercy  upon  Zion,'*    fays  the    Pfalmift, 
''  for  the  time  to  favour  her  is  at  hand  ;  yea,  the 
**  fet  time  is  come,  for  thy  fervants  take  pleafurc 
"•  in   her  flones,  and  favour  the  duft  thereof."* 
This   aifedionate   concern  is  the  work  of  God's 
Spirit  on  their  hearts.     It  is  the  preparation  of  in- 
flruments  for  the  work  he   intends  to  effed:   by 
the"r>,,  and  he   proportions  it  to  the  extent  of  his 
gracious  defigns.     The  corredtnefs  of  this  calcu» 

*  If.  Ivii.  13,  14. 
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latlon  is  confirmed  by  experience.  When  God  has 
excited  a  Miflionary  fpirit  in  focieties  or  indivi- 
duals, he  has  always  profpered  their  efforts.  What 
encouragement  does  this  idea  fuggefl: !  When  was 
there  fuch  a  vifible  and  extenfive  concern  for  the 
fpread  of  the  Gofpel  as  there  is  in  the  prefent  day  ? 
Can  it  be  equalled  lince  the  apoftolic  period  ? — 
There  have  been  many  revivals  of  religion;  but 
they  were  more  confined,  and  under  the  direction 
of  a  few  individuals  :  Now  there  is  fcarcely  a  part 
of  the  Chriflian  world  that  has  not  caught  the 
Miffionary  flame.  To  what  degree  God  will  fuc- 
ceed  the  prefent  attempts  of  his  fervants,  we  can- 
not prefume  to  determine  ;  but  I  would  fondly 
hope  that  the  fpirit  which  now  breathes  on  fo 
many  of  the  churches,  will  gradually  diffufe  itfelf 
through  every  Chriftian  fociety,  and  perpetuate 
its  influence  through  fucceeding  generations,  till 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  God  and  his  Chritt.  We  mud  not,  how- 
ever, imagine  that  this  will  be  fpeedily  effected. 
The  univerfal  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  will,  probably, 
be  a  gradual  work.  We  may  be  only  inftru- 
mental  of  ploughing  up  a  fmall  part  of  the  fallow 
ground,  and  it  m.ay  be  referved  for  others  to  enter 
into  our  labours,  and  to  reap  the  harveft.  Some 
had  entertained  too  fanguine  expe(5lations ;  and, 
as  a  natural  confcqucnce,  difappoinrment  enfee- 
bles their  zeal :  But  the  work  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, calls  for  patient  perfeverance.  Difficulties 
were  expeded  by  all  who  foberlv  confidered  the 
matter  :  We  ought  not  to  be  difcouraged,  there- 
fore, by  the  obflacles  we  have  met  with.  God 
has  always  thus  tried  his  fervants  when  engaged  in 
a  great  work,  that  they  may  thereby  learn  to  labour 
in  dependence  on  him,  and  that  his  hand  may 
more  evidently  appear  in  their  ultimate  fuccefs. — 
From  the  South  Seas  our  accounts  have  been  dif- 
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aflrous.  Chriftian  philanthropy  looked  toward 
them  v/ith  eagernefs.  Many  wifhed,  as  ardently 
as  we  did,  that  an.  attempt  fhould  be  made  to 
evano-elize  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  ifles.  After  an 
afFeding  defcription  of  their  wretched  fituation, 
a  devout  and  elegant  writer,  from  the  depths  of 
fenfibility,  exclaimed,  '*  What  a  glorious  voyage 
will  that  be  !  and  Heaven  grant  it  may  not  be  dif- 
tant  !  when  pious  men  (hall  carry  the  Crofs  on  the 
prows  of  their  velTels,  and  triumphantly  enter  the 
havens  of  the  Pacific  liles,  announcing  the  good  tid- 
ings of  peace,  joy,  and  immortality*."  Which  of  his 
winter-evening  readers  did  not  breathe  the  fame  ar- 
dent defire  ?  The  wiQi  has  now  been  realized.  The 
experiment  has  been  made.  If  the  time  to  favour 
them  be  not  yet  come;  if  our  exertions  have  not 
been  properly  direded  in  the  firft  inftance  ;  we 
know  who  faid,  and  on  what  occafion,  '^  It  was 
^<  well  it  was  in  thine  heart.**  The  wifefl  friends  of 
Mifiions  may  mifiake  the  fphere  of  ufefulnefs^ 
Paul  and  his  afTociates  have  recorded  an  inftance 
of  this  in  themfelves.  *'  They  went  throughout 
Phrygia,  and  the  region  of  Galatia,  and  were  for- 
bidden of  the  Holy  Ghofl  to  preach  the  word  in 
Afia.  After  they  were  come  to  Myfia,  they  af- 
fayed  to  go  into  Bythinia ;  but  the  Spirit  fuffered 
them  not.  Still  they  perfevered^  and  a  vifion  ap- 
peared to  Paul  in  the  night.  There  flood  a  man 
of  Macedonia  and  prayed  him,  faying,  "  Come 
''  over  into  Macedonia  and  help  us."  Thither, 
therefore,  they  immediately  endeavoured  to  goj 
afTuredly  gathering  that  the  Lord  had  called  them 
for  to  preach  the  Gofpel  unto  them  -f-."  Let  us, 
like  them,  patiently  proceed,  feeking  divine  coun- 
fel ;  and  though  we  may  meet  with  repeated  difap- 
pointmenis,  the  pro^ridenc*  of  God  will,  doubtlefs, 

*  Knox's  Wiater  Evenings,     f  "'^^s  ^^i*  ^i — ^^• 
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dire(5l  us,  at  length,  to  the  point  of  fuccefs.  1  caii<» 
not  yet  conclude,  however,  that  the  Miflion  to  the 
South  Seas  has  failed.  We  know  not  what  thofc 
intrepid  fervants  of  Jefus,  who  yet  remain  at  Ota- 
heite,  are  deftined  for.  The  very  difafters  at 
Tongataboo  may  eventually  ferve  the  caufe  which 
they  feem  to  have  ruined.  Whilft  I  drop  a  tear 
over  the  memory  of  Harper  and  his  fellow  mar- 
tyrs, I  anticipate  the  period  when  God's  time  to 
evangelize  that  ifland  will  come,  and  when  the  re- 
cital of  their  death  fliali  excite  the  keenefl  emo- 
tions. Methinks,  I  fee  fucceeding  generations  ga- 
thering around  their  grave,  and,  with  floods  of 
Chriftian  rears,  deploring  the  cruelty  that  murdered 
the  men  who  came  to  fliew  them  the  way  of  fal- 
vation  ;  adoring,  at  the  fame  time,  the  kindnefs 
of  God,  in  vifiting  their  iiland  again  with  that 
Gofpel  which  their  anceflors  had  rejected. — The  in- 
fluencewhich  the  MilTionary  Society  has  occafioned, 
and  the  fuccefs  that  has  already  accompanied  its 
efforts,  are  fuch  as  afford  us  abundant  encourage- 
ment to  proceed.  Let  every  heart  and  hand  unite 
in  the  work  ;  and  if  our  attempts  to  propagate  the 
Gofpel  among  the  Heathen  be  fucceeded  only  in 
a  very  fmall  degree,  let  us  not  defpife  the  day  of 
fmall  things :  Let  us  remember  that  partial  fuccefs 
prepares  for  its  more  extenfive  progrefs.  All  our 
exertions  Ihould  be  accompanied  efpecially  with 
prayer.  *'  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord, 
*'  keep  notfilencc,  and  give  him  no  reft  till  he  efta- 
**  blifh,  and  till  he  make  Jerufalem  a  praiie  in  the 
**  earth/*  Pray  that  the  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  may  be  more  and  more  copioufly  diffu fed  on 
the  churches  of  Chrilt  for  this  purpofe.  Pray,  that 
the  Directors  of  this  Society  may  proceed  with 
wifdom,  unanimity,  and  energy.  Let  the  Mif- 
fionary  Seminary,  wITich  w^e  have  in  contempla- 
tion, be  remembered  at  the  throne  of  grace  :  And 

efpecially 
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cfpecially  pray  for  the  Miflionaries  themfelvcs.  Do 
you  not  hear  them  from  their  feveral  ftations  f  From 
Africa,  from  Hindoflan,  from  the  Soi4th  Seas, 
from  Canada,  from  Newfoundland,  they  earneftly 
intreat  you.  Their  importunate  requcft  is,  ^'  Fi- 
*^  nally,  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the 
"  Lord  may  have  free  courfe,  and  be  glorified,  as  it 
*'  is  with  vou."     Even  fo.     Amen, 


ERRATA    IN    THIS    SEKMON. 

Page  56,   line  10,  for  lo  read  of. 
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SERMON  III. 


On  what  occafion  is  this  large  affembly  con- 
veaed  ?  A  ftranger  in  Ifrael  may  enquire — What 
vaft  idea  fills  their  minds  ?  The  defign  which 
occupies  thefe  hundreds  of  Minifters  and  thou- 
iands  of  Chriftians,  ''  vvhofe  fpirit  God  hath 
faifer',"  is  that  of  carrying  the  lamp  of  revelation 
into  the  midft  of  millions  of  Pagans  and  others, 
*^  fitiinc;  in  darknefs  and  in  the  fliadow  of  death." 
The  Miffionary  Society  have  requefted  me  to 
preach  a  fermon  on  this  occafion ;  and  whatever 
may  be  my  feelings,  to  Ihew  my  good- will  to 
them  and  their  caufe^  I  will  endeavour  to  comply 
with  their  requeft.  I  feel  my  own  weaknefs,  the 
Weight  of  my  fubjetfl,  and  the  greatnefs  of  your 
defign.  "  Who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ? 
*'  Our  fufFiciency  is  of  God."  Lord  help  me! 
Brethren,  pray  for  me,  whilft  I  aim  at  the  promo- 
tion of  your  defign,  by  a  few  refledtions  on  that 
petition,  didated  by  "  the  wonderful  Counfellor," 
contained  in 

Matthew  vi.  lo. 

Tky  Kingdom  come, 

T^HESE  words  contain  one  comprehenfive  part 
of  a  prayer  which  our  Lord  taught  his  difci- 
ples  :  it  comprifes  all  that  is  honourable  to  God 
and  beneficial  to  inan.  Some  perfons,  from  the 
introductory  words,  "  When  ye  pray,  fay," 
feel  themfelves  bound  to  ufe  it  as  a  form  of 
prayer ;    and    others,   from  the    words    **  after 

"  this 
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•*  i/i/s  manner  pray  ye — "  confkler  it  as  intended 
orily  to  regulate  the  fubftance  and  fpirit  of  their 
petitions.  The  ufc  of  it  \v2^s peculiarly  feafonable, 
when  firfb  the  difciples  received  it ;  as  the  kingdom 
of  God  was  then  at  hand  :  and  it  will  never  be 
unfuitablc  v/hilft  there  is  one  finner  on. earth  to 
be  converted,  or  one  faint  to  be  glorified.  The 
Prophets  foretold,  and  the  Jews,  though  in  gene- 
ral ignorant  of  its  nature,  expected,  prayed,  and 
v/aited  for  the  kingrdom  of  God. 

The  text  contains  a  petition,  the  ufe  of  which 
in  fpirit  and  fubftance,  our  Lord  taught  his  fol- 
lowers, in  their  approaches  to  "  Our  Father  who 
*'  is  in  Heaven  ;*'  and  which  we  may  enforce,  by 
confidering  the  object  of  the  petition — the  glory 
and  adminiOration  of  the  perfon  who  enjoins  it 
-—the  principles  which  dictate  it — the  exertions 
which  accompany  the  confident  ufe  of  it — and 
the  certain  acconiplifhmenr  of  the  defire  exprelTed 
in  ir. 

Firfl,  The  objecl  of  the  petition, — the  advance- 
ment and  perfection  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

"  Thy  kingdom  come/*  in  oppofition  to  the 
kingdom  of  Satan,  "  the  prince  of  this  world  ;*' 
in  diftindticn  from  the  kingdoms  of  men  ;  and 
even  from  the  kingdom  of  vmiverfai  nature  and 
providence,  which  arc  fubfervient  to  it ,  for, 
**  His  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.'* 

It  refers  to  the  mediatorial  kingdom  of  Jcfus 
Chrift.  Thy  kingdom  by  eininetice.  The  pecu- 
liar and  gracious  reign  of  the  Son  of  God  in  our 
nature. 

This  kingdom  is  eminently  didinguiflied  from 
every  other  by  its  fp.irituality  and  purity  ^  by  its 
felicity,  its  increafe,  and  its  permanence. 

It  is  •\  fpir'Uual  kingdom. 

«'  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,''  faid  the 
King  01  Zioi^i  to  Pilate,     It  is  not  coaltituted  by 

carn^ 
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carnal  policy,  fupported  by  worldly  influence,  re- 
gulated by  worldly  maxims,  nor  apparent  in 
v/orldly  grandeur.  God  is  *'  the  King  of  nations ;" 
but  Chrift  is,  in  a  peculiar  feafe,  *'  the  King  of 
**  faints,"  and  has  a  kingdom  within  a  kingdom. 
Its  peculiar  excellencies  are  not  difcernible  in  its 
external  adminiftration,  for  '*  behold  !"  Chrif- 
tians,  *«  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you.'*- 

This  kingdom,  in  its  outward  form,  may 
come  nigh  unto  you  ;  but,  "  except  a  man  be  born 
^'  ofthefpirit,  he  cannot' ^;2/^r  the  kingdom  of 
"  God."  By  the  regeneration  of  the  heart,  a  man 
is  "  delivered  from  the  power  of  darknels,  and 
*^  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son." 
He  muft  enter  the  kingdom  with  the  humble, 
teachable,  dependent,  yielding  difpofition  of  a 
Utile  child,  ^«  Thy  people  fliall  be  willing  in  the 
*'  day  of  thy  power."  \n  proportion  as  the  foul 
is  brought  under  the  dominion  of  the  love,  the 
truth,  and  fpirit  of  "  Meffiah  the  Prince  ;''  the  " 
reign  of  fm  and  guilt,  of  the  world  and  Satan,  is 
deftroyed  ;  *'  the  prince  of  this  world  is  cafl  out" 
of  the  heart,  which,  with  its  affections  and  thoughts, 
is  brought  into  captivity,  in  obedience*  to  Chrift. 
The  kingdom  of  God  is  '*  not  meat  and 
*'  drink  ;"  it  confifts  not  in  fenfual  indulgences, 
ceremonial  obfervances,  or  in  felf-impofed  morti- 
fications-— whether  Jewifli  or  Popifli — of  Pagan 
or  of  Proteftant  extradion.  A  fyftem  of  found 
do6lrines,  a  religious  profeflion,  the  regular  forms 
of  devotion,  and  a  moral  conducl,  are  all  good, 
fo  far  as  they  go  ;  but  may  be  found  in  perfons 
who  are  Chrifl's  fubjecls  only  in  name  and  appear- 
ance :  they  are  like  flatues,  with  regularity  of 
form,  without  life.  *'  The  kingdom  of  God  is 
"  not  in  word,  but  in  power."  This  power  is 
obfervable  in  expelling  ignoriuice  and  error  from 
j::,he  unci. e?'Jl and mg^  and  affording  the  ipind  a  clear 
Is  perceptiou 
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perception  of  reveajed  truths,  in  their  excellence 
and  certainty,  their  harmony  and  fuitablenefs.  It 
"  opens  a  finner's  eyes,  and  turns  him  from  dark- 
**  nefs  to  light ;  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
*'  unto  God.*'  To  his  confcience^  it  imparts  fen- 
fibility  of  his  fin,  guilt,  and  defert ;  and  alfo  of 
the  atonement,  the  grace,  and  authority,  of  the 
Sovereign  Saviour.  The  hearty  under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  power,  yields  to  the  gracious  doc- 
trines^ the  kind  invitations,  the  faithful  promifes, 
and  pure  commands  of  *'  the  Gofpel  of  the  king- 
"  dom  ;"  that  Gofpel  in  which  Grace  appears  in 
its  glory,  reigns  in  its  fovereignty,  and  triumphs 
in  its  liberality,  its  efficacy,  and  its  extent. 

It  is  a  lioly  kingdom, — 

Anlwerable  to  its  name,  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
It  is  true,  that  publicans  and  harlots  enter  it  before 
the  conceited  Pharifees.  But  how  do  they  enter  ? 
Not  by  continuing  in  their  fins;  but,  in  '^  confelT- 
*'  ing  and  forfakmg  their  fms,  they  find  mercy.'* 
Repent — repent,  faid  the  ancient  heralds  of  this 
glorious  Prince  to  thofe  who  were  not  fubjects 
but  rebels ; — repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  Heaven 
is  at  hancf.  No  fuch  exhortation  was  ever  ad- 
drefTed  to  fallen  angels.  It  implies  that  fin  is  par- 
donable, and  that  repentance  and  remiflion  of 
fin  are  infeparable,  "  Jefus  is  exalted  as  a  Prince 
*'  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  remif- 
**  fion  of  fins."  He,  who  has  magnified  the 
divine  law  by  his  obedience  unto  death,  teaches 
the  finner  the  unchangeable  purity  of  God,  his 
infinite  averfion  to  fin,  as  oppofite  to  his  nature, 
his  laws,  and  the  linner's  obligations.  He  invites 
him  to  repentance,  by  the  proclamation  of  mercy  ; 
and  inclines  him  to  repent,  by  the  hope  of  pardon, 
and  gratitude  for  the  revelation  of  it.  Encouraged 
by  inlinite  me»-cy,  the  finner  views  the  injuftice,  the 
ingratitude,    the  rebellion,  and  the  folly  of  his  iin. 

He 
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He  learns  to  hate  it,  forfake  it,  and  watch  againft 
its  future  influence.  In  the  compaffion,  the  fuf- 
ferings,  the  promifes,  the  precepts,  and  charadler 
of  his  Saviour,  he  finds  motives  which  break  his 
heart /or  fin,  and  from  it.  Dropping  the  weapons 
of  rebelHon  from  his  hands,  reproaching  himfelf 
and  adoring  his  Saviour,  '^  he  is  made  wilHng," 
he  becomes  a  voluntary  fubjed  of  his  kingdom, 
which- confitls  in  rlghteoufnefs,  '*  Grace  reigns" 
in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus,  imputed  for  his  juf- 
tification,  and  in  righteoufnefs  of  difpolition  and 
conduct,  imparted  by  his  fpirit.  He  is  made 
imto  all  his  fubieds  ''  fandification.**  He  dc- 
flroys  the  reign  of  affeclions  which  are  felfifli, 
bafe,  treacherous,  and  cruel  \  and  infpires  them 
with  the  love  of  God,  of  truth,  juftice,  and 
mercy,  as  king  q{  faints ;  "  for  the  fruit  of  the 
"  fpirit  is  in  all  righteoufnefs,  goodnefs,  and 
*'  truth."  Every  principle  eftablillied  in  the 
heart  by  the  Spirit  of  Jefus,  is  productive  oipmt}\ 
Is  it  faith  in  the  character  of  God,  the  mediation 
of  Chrift,  and  the  promifes  of  the  covenant  ?  '^  It 
*^  purifies  the  heart."  Is  it  hope  of  being  like 
Chrift,  and  with  him  ?  It  purifies  us,  even  as  he 
is  pure.  Is  \x.fear?  It  is  perfeding  hoiinefs.  Is 
it  love  ?  It  keeps  his  commandments.  God  is 
glorious  in  hoiinefs,  Jefiis  is  his  exprefs  image, 
and  faints  acknowledge  him  as  their  Saviour,  their 
Sovereign,  and  their  Father, 

It  is  a  happy  kingdom. 

Every  enemy  to  God  is  at  variance  with  himfelf 
and  his  fellow- creatures.  He  is  a  rebel  and  a  flave, 
A  guilty  confcience  nnd  polluted  pafiions  are  the 
eonftant  fources  of  his  mifery ;  all  within  him  \s 
confufion,  and  there  can  be  no  happinefs  where  there 
is  no  order.  But  when  our  Immanutl  has  en- 
lightened the  mind  and  won  the  heart  of  a  finner, 
he  feels  all  the  pleafing  and  powerful  obligations  of 
N  %  aliav? 
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a  Have  redeemed,  and  a  rebel  pardoned.  The 
redemption  of  his  perlbn,  and  the  forgivenefs  of 
his  fins,  bind  him  to  his  gracious  Prince,  to  his 
caufe,  and  to  his  fubjedts.  A  fenfe  of  pardoned 
fins,  a  peaceful  confcience,  a  iiow  of  grateful 
affeflions,  and  a  hope  of  endlefs  felicity  with  his 
illuftrious  Sovereign  and, his  fellow-fubjeds,  pro- 
duce in  his  mind  a  demonftration  that  the  king- 
dom of  God  confifts  "  in  righteoufnefs  and  peace^ 
**  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft."  Joy  arifing  from 
his  own  condition,  is  grateful ;  joy  in  the  felicity 
of  others,  is  focial  and  benevolent;  joy  in  the 
friendihip,  affiftance,  and  engagements  of  God  in 
Chrid,  is  always  pure  and  obedient  ^  often  full^ 
elevated,  and  heavenly  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  in  which  the  i'pirit  of  revelation  difplays 
the  perfonal  excellencies  of  the  Redeemer,  his 
inarvellous  atchievemcnts,  and  the  divine  glories 
of  his  reign  ;  "  the  children  of  Zion  rejoice  in  their 
"  King/*  \t  is  '*  the  kingdom  of  Heaven," 
originating  and  ending  there;  and  being  heavenly 
in  its  conllitution  and  origin,  —  heavenly  in  the 
charader  and  privileges  of  its  fubjecls,  —  heavenly 
in  its  tendency  and  dengn,  it  mull  be  a  hapfy 
kingdom.  How  fuitable  arc  fpirituality  and  pu- 
rity, peace  and  joy,  to  the  charader  and  go- 
vernment, t' e  victories  and  triumphs  of  fuch  a 
prince  I  Allegiance  to  him  is  the  honour  and  blifs 
of  angels :  to  obey  him  is  to  reign.  "  In  the  light 
'«  of  this  King's  countenance  is  life  ;  and  his  fa- 
•<  vour  is  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain." 

It  is  -3,  progrejfive  kingdom. 

In  every  period  of  time,  fince  the  fall  of  Adam, 
•'  orace  has  reigned,"  over  fome  of  his  fallen 
race.  Its  beginning  was  fmall,  relembling  "  a 
"  grain  of  muflard  feed,"  not  perceived  without 
attention.     This  feed  Iprar.g  up,  enlarged  its  Hem, 

and 
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and    multiplied  its  branches.     Grace  (if  you  will 
permit  me  to  change  the  figure)  like  leaven,   is 
diffufive  and  afTimilating.     It  Is  fpreading  through 
the  mafs  of  mankind,  from  heart  to  heart — from 
family  to  family — from  village  to   village — from 
city  to   city — from   kingdom   to    kingdom,    and 
from  Ifland  to  continent,    until  ''die   whole  be 
*'  leavened."     ''  He  wz//^  Increafe,"  in  the  iignal 
manifeftations  of  his  faving  deilgns,    in  the  num- 
ber and  happinefs  of  his  peopk,  in  the  glory  and 
extent  of  his  empire  :    no  adverfe  power  can  limit 
the  boundaries  of  his  kingdom.     Jefus  has  been 
*'  alight  to  the  Gentiles  j"    that  is,  millions  have 
found  in  him  the  fource  of  knowledge,  of  purity, 
of  joy,  and   of  eternal  glory  :    and   he,  faith  the 
God  Vv'ho  is  abundant  in  truth,  '«  (liall  be  my  fal- 
*'  vat  Ion  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."     The  conver- 
iion  of  the    Gentiles    is   advancing    towards   th(f 
happy  period  and  circumftances  which  are  called 
"  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles.'*     The  Jews  alfo, 
who  have  been   fo  long  without  a  prince,  '•  fiiall 
'•  return  and  feek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David, 
"  the  beloved  one,  their  king  ;   and  ihall  fear  the 
'*  Lord    and    his   goodneis  in  the   latter  days." 
Many  are  running  to    and  fro,  knowledge  is  in- 
creafmg  and  (liall  increafe,  "  until  the  knowledge 
"  oftheLo/d  fhall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters 
"  do  the  fea :"    it  (liall  be  deep,  abundant,  and 
extenfive.      There    fnall    not   be  found    in  that 
period    '*  an   infant  of  days  >"    that  is,    an  old 
infant.     Alas  1    in   cur  days  we  have  many  old 
'  infants ;  perfons  old  in  years  and   profeffion,  bur 
infants  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  their  efforts 
to  ferve  him.       The  labourers   then  fhall  not  be 
few  ;    the  priefts  lips  fhall  keep  knowledge  ;   pa- 
rents fhall  diligently  teach  their    children;  chrif- 
tians   fliall  hold  forth    the  word  of  life  to    each 
other,  and  to  the  v/orld.    *'  The  glory  of  God  and 

''  tlie 
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«'  the  Lamb  (liall  lighten  ihem  ;  and  the  nations  of 
*'  them  that  are  faved  (hall  walk  in  this  light." 

In  this  period  the  church  Ihall  be,  in  a  very 
eminent  degree,  *^  holinefs  to  the  Lord."  The 
afpeds  of  Providence  and  the  power  of  grace  will 
be  fuch  as  to  exclude  the  mileries  of  war,  law- 
luits,  and  bitter  contentions.  "  The  earth  alfo 
*'  fliall  yield  her  increafe,  and  God  Ihall  blefs  us ; 
^*  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  fhall  fear  him.'* 

Perfonal,  relative,  and  locial  happinefs  fhall 
abound.  The  glory  of  the  Redeemer  fliall  ap- 
pear on  his  ordinances  on  the  Lord's  days  j  on 
his  people,  in  their  public  and  domeftic  devotions. 
*^  Satan  lliall  be  bound  a  thoufand  years,''  and 
thofe  who  were  beheaded  as  witnefles  for  Jefus 
and  the  word  of  God,  in  their  fuccelTors,  par- 
taking of  their  fpiric,  **  fhall  reign  with  Chrifl  a 
*'  thoufand  years."  Glorious  millenium  !  when 
Chrift  fliall  reign  and  his  people  with  him,  in 
eminent  wifdom,  holinefs,  love,  harmony,  anel 
joy.  Contemplating,  in  faith  and  hope,  this  pro- 
grefTive  and  future  glory  of  our  Saviour's  reign  on 
earth,  and  cherifhing  a  Ibong  defire  for  an  in- 
creafe  of  perfonal  religion,  in  the  y^/-^;2/ day,  we 
are  confl:rained  to  fay,  "  Thy  kingdonri  come." 

It  is  a  pennansnt  kingdom. 

It  orisiinated  in  the  infinite  love  and  wifdom  of 
God ;  and  it  has  its  bafis  m  his  gracious  purpofe, 
the  mediation  of  Chrift,  and  the  energies  of  ''  the 
*'  fpirit  of  grace."  Where  is  great  Babylon  ? 
Where  is  the  glory  of  the  Perfian,  the  Grecian, 
and  the  Rom.an  empires?  The  glory  of  the  four 
great  monarchies  is  departed ;  they  had  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  deflrudion  within  them.  "  But 
*'  the  kin2;dom  v\hich  the  God  in   Heaven  hath 

o  

**  fct  up,  fliall  fland  for  ever.  This  ftone,  cut 
*'  out  without  hands,"  making  every  other  king- 
dom fubfcrvient  to  it,   •'  fliaU  become  a   great 

*'  mountain. 
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«^  mountain,   and  fill  the  whole  earth."     When 
all  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord    (hall  appear  at  the 
judgment-feat,   complete    in  charader   and  hap- 
pmefs,  Jefus   fhall  prefent   them  to  the  Father, 
as  an   eternal  monument  of  his  love  and   o-racel 
The  prefent  form   of  his  adminiftration,  fuifed  to 
this  imperfecl  flate,  fhall  ceafe :  ''  but  Jefus  (hall 
''  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever  5  and  of 
^^  his  kingdom    there  (hall   be  no  end.     It  is  a 
"  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved."     But,  how- 
ever  wide  and  admirable  the  reign  of  Chrift  on 
earth,  it  will   be  only   preparatory  to  that  world 
which,    with   the  fuUefl  emphafis,    is    called   the 
Kingdom  of    God,    the    Kingdom  of  Heaven  ; 
that  empire    m    yonder   celeftial    regions,    where 
the  fubjeds,  all  perfed  in  charader,  in  affedion 
and  joy,— teehng  no  envy— fearing  no  enemv-^ 
knowing  no   vvant— witnefTing  no  difcord  or  dif- 
affedion, — yield    unwearied  obedience    to    their 
amiable  Sovereign,  whofe  prefence  imparts  a  feli- 
city unmixed,  uninterrupted,   and  without  end  ^ 
This  mediatorial  kingdom  will  be  prefented  to  the 
Father  by  the  Son  of  God,  in  our  nature,  and 
will  then  moft  confpicuoufly  appear  to  have  been 
conftituted   by  his   wifdom,    and   formed  by  his 
gracious  influence  ;    to  have   commenced  in  his 
love,  and  terminated   in   his  peculiar,  unrivalled 
and  endlefs  glory.     Elevated  to  fuch  a  delicrhtful' 
permanent  union  and  communion  with  the  Foun! 
tain  of  being    and    bleflednefs,    we  fhall    better 
know  the  import  of  that  fentence,  "  God  fhall  be 
*'  all  in  all."     And  is   this  the  refult  of  all  our 
prayers  and  conflids,  our    Miniderial   and  MiA 
lionary   efforts?    Exhilirating   profped  !    May  it 
multiply,  purify,  and  unite  our  endeavours  »     And 
when   difmiffed   from  our  prefent  flations  in  thy 
iervice,    merciful     Sovereign!    pardoning    every 

inftancc 
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inftance  of  dliioyalty,    grant   us   *'  an   abundaac 
^*  entrance  into  thy  everlafting  kingdom  !" 

Secondly,  The  glorious  characler  and  adm'imf- 
tration  of  the  Prince  who  enjoins  this  petition, 
evince  its  importance,  and  enforce  the  u(e  of  it. 

^'  His  name  is  called  Wonderful  ;''  and  fuch 
he  is,. in  his  natures  and  perfon  ;  in  whom  arc 
united  God  and  man.  He  is  "  God  manifefted 
*'  in  the  llefh."  This  is  what  ''  eye  had  not 
*'  feen,"  till  he  appeared  in  our  nature ;  what 
"  ear  never  heard,"  till  God  reported  it  to  the 
world ;  nor  did  it  **  ever  enter  into  the  heart  of 
*^  man/*  till  God  revealed  it.  Behold  !  a  Crea- 
ture and  the  Creator  in  perfect  and  perpetual 
imion,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son  of  God.  He  is 
Jmmanuel^  God  with  us.  To  him  all  government 
is  committed  ;  he  is,  in  our  nature,  exalted  on 
the  throne  of  the  univerfe ;  all  power  in  Heaven 
and  on  earth  is  given  to  him  ;  he  is  theHead^  the 
Sovereign  over  all  principality  and  power.  And 
this  is  expreflive  of  the  Father's  inconceivable  love 
to  his  Son,  and  complacency  in  his  undertaking  ; 
•*  the  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all 
*'  things  into  his  hands."  ''  He  is  the  great  iiru- 
*'  born,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth." 
One  of  his  titles  is,  "  King  of  kings ;"  another 
is,  "  King  of  Glory."  He  has  a  name  above 
every  name. 

His  characler  and  government  arc  righteous. 
This  the  Prophet  foretold  :  "  Behold  !  a  King 
"  fiiall  reign  in  rightcoufnefs.''  '*  I\  fceptre  of 
"^  righteouinefs,  great  Prince  !  is  thefceprreot  thy 
'^  kingdom."  It  is  true,  he  "  flrikes  through 
•«  kings  In  the  day  of  his  wrath  ;"  and  wounds  the 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  "  heads  over  many  coun- 
*^  tries,"  when  they  oppoie  his  reign,  or  injure 
his  people;  yet  he  always  adts  in  charadler :  "  Juft 
•*  and  true  arc  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  Saints." 

And 
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And  although  the  Godhead — the  fidnefs  of  the 
Godhead — *'  yea,  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
''  head  dwells  in  him"  fubftantially  ;  yer  he  is 

A  mild  and  condefcend'wg  Vr'mce^ — ''  a  Prince 
"  of  peace."  He  hath  eftabliQied  peace  between 
God  and  man,  by  his  own  blood,  which  fully 
atoned  for  fm  ;  he  imparts  peace  to  the  confciences 
of  his  fubjedis,  by  faith  in  this  truth;  and  peace 
one  with  another,  by  the  influence  of  *'  the  ipiric 
"  of  peace."  Other  kings  may  wade  the  pro- 
perty, and  deftroy  the  lives  of  their  fubjeds ;  but 
he  is  ''  the  Prince  of  life;"  he  imparts  life  and 
improves  it,  perfects  and  perpetuates  it.  The 
fouls  and  the  blood  of  his  fubjeds  are  precious  in 
his  fight.  He  fpares  them ;  but  let  his  own 
blood  flow,  and  freely  yielded  his  ow^n  life,  as 
their  ranfom- price.  He  knows  them  all,  loves 
them  all,  and  is  ever  ready  to  fave  them  from  all 
their  fms  and  enemies,  dangers  and  fears ;  for  in 
him  are  united  *' the  Prmce  and  the  Saviour!" 
If  impreffed  with  the  awful  glories  of  their  King, 
they  feel  difcouraged  by  their  confcious  imperfec- 
tions, the  meannefs  of  their  fervices,  and  their 
utter  unvvorthinefs;  their  hearts  are  confoled, 
ftrengthened,  and  animated  by  his  gentle  and 
gracious  adminiftration  ;  for  "  he  will  not  break 
*'  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the  fmoking  flax  ;" 
but  condud  the  weakefl  foldier  to  vidory  and 
triumph,  honour  and  joy.  And  being  Lord  of 
the  invifible  world,  we  fee  Heaven  opened,  and 
^Wxht  angels^  defcending  and  afcending,  waiting 
upon  the  Son  of  Man,  who  is  *'  the  head  of  all 
"  principality  and  power.'*  *«  Are  they  not  all 
^*  miniftering  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  to  them 
."  who  fhall  be  heirs  of  falvation  V  He  infpires 
them  with  the  moft  benevolent  affedlions  to  his 
people  on  earth.  They  aid,  "  they  encamp 
*'  around  us,"  without  terrifying  us,  by  rendering 
'    O  their 
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their  fervices  Invifibly.  With  pleafure,  the  "  in- 
*'  numerable  company  of  angels"  execute  his 
numerous  orders,  relative  to  the  interefls  of  his 
church.  Viewing  the  fingular  excellencies  of  his 
perfon,  charader,  and  reign,  who  would  not  pour 
out  his  defires  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  in  the 
fpirit  of  my  text,   Thy  kingdom  come  ! 

Thirdly,  The  principles  zvhich  excite  us  to  ufe 
this  petition,  fliali  next  be  confidered  3  axpong 
whi^h  is, 

Humble  confidence.  ^*  It  is  not  poffible  for  God 
*'  to  lie."  Heaven  and  earth  may  pafs  away,  but 
\\\i  words  of  prophecy  and  promife  cannot  fail. 
What  he  hath  promifed,  he  is  able  alfo  to  perform. 
*'  I  will  work,  and  who  fhall  hinder  ?'*  is  his  lan- 
guage. We  do  not,  then,  raife  our  hopes  on 
Jiuman  patronage,  learning,  or  wealth  :  but  to 
every  obSlacle  we  oppofe  the  concluding  plea  in 
this  prayer,  *'  thine  is  the  power."  God  can 
raife  a  highway  into  the  Pagan  nations.  ''  Is  the 
*'  fpirit  of  the  Lord  ftraitened  r"  The  pro- 
grefs  and  perfection  of  this  kingdom  depend  not 
on  earthen  velTcls,  but  the  excellency  of  divine 
power.  If  *'  the  hand  of  the  Lord"  accompany 
the  weakeft  inftrument,  it  (hall  '^  confound  the 
"  things  that  are  mighty  :"  for  he  is  "  the  only 
*<  wife  God,"  and  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  for  inflru- 
ments  to  execute  his  pleafure.  When  he  has  a 
tabernacle  to  build,  he  furnifhes  Aholiab  and 
Bezaleel  with  fufficient  ingenuity  and  application. 
Is  Ifrael  in  flavery  ?  lie  forms  a  JSlofcs  to  be  their 
deliverer.  Does  his  church  need  reformation  ? 
Behold!  An  Elijah  filled  with  wifdom  and  zeal 
for  the  work.  Js  his  temple  to  be  rebuilt  ?  See 
a  Nehemiah  executing  his  will,  with  diligence, 
from  which  nothing  can  divert  him~with  courage, 
which  no  adveiiaries  could  dilmay.  Does  famine 
threaten  the    fafety  of  that  family  in  which  his 

church 
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church  and  oracles  were  to  be  preferved?  A 
Jofeph  is  fettled  in  Egypt  by  a  furprizing  train 
of  events,  to  preferve  them.  Does  he  forefee  a 
perilous  plot  formed  againft  his  peculiar  people  ? 
Queen  Either  is  raifed  up  for  fuch  a  time,  and 
Mordecai  as  her  advifer.  He  placed  a  Luther  in 
Germany — Zuinglius  in  Switzerland — a  Wickliff 
and  a  Whitfield  in  England,  as  witnefTes  to  Jefus 
and  his  falvation.  All  places  are  his  dominions, 
all  hearts  are  under  his  control,  all  creatures,  are 
his  inftruments.  He  can  accomplifh  his  great 
end  by  our  fuccefs  and  our  difappointments  j  for 
*'  it  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  dired  his  (leps." 
This  conlideration  fhould  keep  us  humble ,  but 
let  not  the  partial  failure  of  our  efforts  difhearten  us. 

That  faith  by  which  we  receive  juft  apprehen- 
fions  of  God,  the  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  fin  ;  the 
nature,  extent,  amd  reafons  of  future  puniQiment ; 
the  inconceiveable  worth  of  a  rational  and  im^ 
mortal  foul;  the  blefi^ings  of  Chrifl's  falvation;  the 
vanity  of  this  world  ;  the  awful  influence  of  the 
Devil  over  it ;  and  that  *'  life  and  immortality 
*'  which  are  brought  to  light  by  the  Gofpel,** — ^ 
that  precious  faith  will  condud  you  humbly  to 
God,  on  the  behalf  of  your  own  foul,  and  the 
fouls  of  your  fellow-creatures,  in  ftrong  defire  for 
the  coming  of  his  kingdom. 

Unfeigned  aff'e^ion  is  another  principle  of  this 
petition.  Every  Chriftian  loves  himfelf,  in  a 
manner,  which  induces  him  to  feek  the  falvatioa 
of  Chrift— ^a  growing  capacity  for  the  enjoyment 
and  fervice  of  God*  Such  felf-love  is  a  noble 
principle,  and  produces  a  love  of  the  fame  quality 
and  tendency  to  his  fellow-creatures.  Having  felt 
the  flavery  and  guilt,  the  bondage  and  terror  of  a 
rebel,  under  the  tyranny  of  Satan;  and  feeling 
now  the  liberty,  the  pardon,  and  peace,  of  a 
fubjedl  of  Chrift, — the  pains  of  the  firft  condition, 
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and  the  pleafures  of  the  laft,  awaken  the  moft  ten* 
der  fympathics  of  his  renewed  friend.  '*  A  dead 
finger  (fays  an  author)  is  an  affliction  ;  but  death 
is  awful  in  proportion  to  the  life  it  dcflroys."  Here 
are  millions  of  fouls,  guilty  before  God,  dead  in 
fin,  expofed  to  the  mifeiies  of  the  fecond  death, 
to  awaken  our  tendered  fympathy,  and  obtain  our 
help.  **  God  delighteth  in  mercy;"  and  a  Chrif- 
tian  who  has  obtained  mercy,  is  a  partaker  of  this 
part  of  the  divine  nature.  He  has  much  forgiven, 
and  he  loves  much.  Love  is  the  law  of  the  king- 
dom; and,  under  its  pleafing  influence,  he  prays  for 
its  enlargement.  Towards  this  objedl  the  affec- 
tions and  deiigns  of  ChrilHans  turn,  as  lines  to 
their  centre.  In  union  with  their  Sovereign  and 
each  other,  their  aim  is  one.  A  holy  affection  for 
ourfelves,  our  fellow  finners,  and  our  Redeemer, 
will  bear  a  foul  towards  him  who  is  "  Jehovah, 
merciful  and  gracious,"  clothing  its  defires  in 
words  like  thefe,  ''  Thy  kingdom  come." 

Ardent  zeal  is  a  principle  which  unites  its  in- 
fluence in  this  labour  of  love.  The  Chriftian's 
ardour  kindles  at  the  thought  of  the  chambers 
with  ivhicJi  he  ajfoc'iates  ;  when  he  fays,  "  0/^r  Fa- 
ther, thy  kingdom  come,"  he  feels  himfelf  in  a 
facred  confederacy  in  promoting  the  noblelt  caufe 
on  earth.  The  great  body  of  Chriftians,  minii- 
ters,  and  martyrs,  together  with  prophets  and  apof- 
tles,  thofe  great  officers  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
tament-difpcnfations,  have  engaged  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  this  objecl.  An  aiigd  proclaimed 
the  entrance  of  our  Prince  into  this  world,  as  a 
fource  of  "joy  to  all  people.*'  "  A  imihitude  of 
the  heavenly  hoft  broke  the  filence  of  the  nighc" 
by  an  anthem,  finging,  "  Glory  to  God  in  tiic 
*'  highcft,  and  on  earth  peace,  good-will  to 
*'  man  !"  And  ftill  thole  pure  and  exalted  be- 
ings, who  are  never  occupied  by  trifles,  feel  ^o  inte- 
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reded  in  the  perfon,  fufFcrings,  and  kingdom  of 
Jefus,  that  the  infpired  penman  fays,  *'  Thefe 
"  things  the  angels  defire  to  look  into."  Yea, 
our  defires  and  efforts  are  combined  not  only  with 
thofe  of  prophets,  apoftles,  and  angels,  but  alfo 
with  thofe  of  "  the  Son  of  Man,  the  Lord  of  an- 
*'  gels,  who  came  to  feek  and  fave  them  that  are 
*'  loft." 

Our  peculiar  advantages,  civil  and  religious, 
add  fuel  to  our  zeal.  The  fources  of  information 
and  happinefs  are  thrown  open  to  our  view,  in  the 
facred  volume  :  ''  To  us  much  is  given."  Where 
am  I  ?  Oh,  the  Britifli  ifland,  that  feat  of  liberty 
and  truth,  "  that  land  of  Gofhen  !"  Where  am 
I  ?  Surrounded  by  hundreds  of  paftors  and  teach- 
ers, '*  to  whom  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of 
the  kingdom  ;"  and  by  thoufands,  in  whom  the 
prophetic  word  is  fulfilled.  **  In  his  name  fhall 
**  the  Gentiles  trufl:."^  Think  o^ your  blelTednefs 
in  feeing  and  hearing  what  ancient  prophets  and 
kings  in  vain  defired  ! 

The  condition  of  miUions  of  our  fellow  immor- 
tals will  render  our  zeal  ftill  more  fympathetic, 
grateful,  and  indignant.  Cruel  bigotry  will 
freeze  the  bed  feelings  of  the  heart  into  cold 
infenllbility  towards  thofe  who  are  not  of  our 
party ;  and  the  love  of  men  as  entirely  of  our  fedt 
and  fentimenis,  may  be  nothing  but  contracted, 
criminal  ielf-love  in  dlfguife.  View  the  vaft  do- 
minions of  Satan  !  Behold  the  Protejiant  world, 
called  Chriftian;  what  infidelity  and  pride  I  what 
prophanenefs  and  (enfuality  !  what  contentions, 
wars,  and  miferies,  abound  among  them  !  Witli 
the  advantages  of  Bibles,  a  Gofpel  miniftry,  civil 
and  religious  liberty — what  floods  of  error,  fm^  and 
wretchednefs  are  witneifed  !  and,  among  many  of 
its  zealoi^s  profeflbrs,  how  lamentable  are  the  fer- 
vilc  formality,   the  ielf-righteoufnels  and  Antino- 
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mianifni  which  reign  in  them  !  Standing  in  the 
midft:  of  fifty  miUions  of  Proteftants,  and  confi- 
dering  impartially  the  ftate  of  rehgion  among  them, 
what  Chriftian  can  forbear  praying,  "  Thy  king- 
*'  dom  come  ?" 

Look  at  the  Jews.  Satan  has  blinded  their 
minds.  There  is  a  veil  before  their  eyes,  formed 
of  erroneous  (entimentsof  the  ceremonial  and  mo- 
ral laws ;  human  traditions ;  the  falfe  glofles  of 
their  teachers;  carnal  views  of  the  prophecies  ;  in 
a  word,  a  difpofition  under  the  reign  of  preju- 
dice, covetoufnefs,  worldly  hopes,  and  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief.  Allowing  the  moderate  efti- 
mate  of  nine  millions  of  Jews,  the  Chriftian,  zea- 
lous for  their  converfion,  longs  for  *'  the  veil 
to  be  taken  away,  that  they  may  turn  to  the  Lord  j" 
and  breathes  out  his  foul  to  "  the  God  of  the 
Jews,"  on  their  behalf,  faying,  "  Thy  kingdom 
*^  come.'* 

How  awfully  extended  is  Satan's  reign  over 
the  Mahometans  !  By  a  fyftem  of  delufion,  am- 
bition, tyranny,  and  fenfuality,  the  great  enemy 
keeps  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  fouls  in 
fatal  ignorance.  Whofe  heart  does  not  bleed, 
whofe  knees  do  not  bow,  whofe  tongue  does  not 
plead,  on  the  rehearfal  of  fuch  a  lamentable  fadt, 
for  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 

Popery^  that  powerful  engine  of  Satan,  how  de- 
ftrudive  and  extenfive  have  been  its  effeds  1  — 
What  a  parade  of  human  rites,  oftentatious  cere- 
monies, and  fuperftitious  pradices  !  Grieve, grieve, 
my  foul,  that  popery,  a  fyllem  of  civil  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  defpotifm,  fliould  be  called  the  Chriflian 
Religion  !  No,  it  is  the  Chriftian  religion  cor- 
rupted, and  rendered  fubfervient  to  pride  and  co- 
vetoufnefs ',  grofs  impurity  in  difguife,  and  ufurped 
dominion  over  confcience,  which  is  the  empire  of 
God.     The  revolution  in  France  did  not  form  the 
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religious,  or  rather  the  /rrehgious,  character  of 
the  French,  but  umnajked  it  ;  and  behold  milHons 
of  Deiftsand  Atheifls,  the  genuine  offspring  of  po- 
pery !  Turning  your  thoughts  towards  ninety  mil- 
lions of  Roman  CathoHcs,  can  we  think  it  a  vain 
repetition,  if,  in  the  moft  imploring  manner,  we 
cry,  "  Thy  kingdom  come  ?" 

Let  us  next  glance  at  the  dark  empire  of  Sa- 
tan in  the  Pagan  world.  Their  rites  and  cuftoms 
are  idolatrous,  impure,  and  barbarous.  Their 
gods  are  ''  lying  vanities  and  broken  cifterns." 
Every  fenfual  and  diabolic  difpofition  is  indulged 
by  them.  Sodomy,  adultery,  fornication,  and  laf- 
civicufnefs,  have  an  uncontrouled  fway  among 
them.  Thefe  alfo  are  the  habitations  of  cruelty; 
thoufands  of  their  children  are  killed  as  foon  as 
born,  and  thoufands  more  are  burnt  alive  as  offer- 
ings to  their  idols.  Relative  to  the  worfhip  and  fer- 
viceofthetrue  God,  they  are  a  foohfh  people  ;  no 
people.  They  af^  not  after  God.  The  Pagan  world  is 
an  uncultivated  wildernefs,  a  parched  land.  They 
are  all  guilty  before  God  ;  all  under  (in,  and  unac- 
quainted with  the  only  name  under  Heaven 
whereby  they  may  be  faved.  "  Where  there  is 
*«  no  vifion,  the  people  perifli.'*  They  have  no 
vifion  of  God,  no  revelation  of  a  Saviour,  no  cer- 
tain cheering  profped  into  eternity.  They  are 
*'  without  God,  without  Chrift,  without  hope." 

Behold  four  hundred  and  eighty-one  millions 
of  Pagans  in  Satan's  ''  ftrong  holds  !'*  Here  are 
as  many  arguments  as  fouls  in  this  deplorable  con- 
dition, to  urge  us  to  pray  for  them.  What  are 
wealth  and  honour  ?  What  is  profperous  comv 
merce  ?  What  arefplendid  vidories  ?  What  are 
thrones  and  kingdoms,  compared  with  the  falva- 
tion  of  one  foul  ?  *'  There  is  joy  in  the  prefencc 
"  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  linner  that  re- 
*'  penteth''     And  he,  who  has  opened  boundlefs 

prolpedts 
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profpe6ls  to  our  fears  and  hopes,  afks,  '*  What 
*'  OiLill  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  fhall  gain  a  *ze.'C/;'A/ and 
*'  loie  his  foul  f'*  Revolvino-  in  our  minds  the 
deplorable  condition  of  unconverted  fouls, — the 
charadersaflbciated  in  promoting  their  falvacion, — 
the  inconceivable  value  of  the  foul, — and  the  im- 
menfe  obligations  we  are  under  to  the  Saviour  of 
fouls,  let  us  haften  to  that  Being  w!io  **  keeps 
mercy  for  thoufands,"  fervently  praying,  *'  Thy 
*'  kingdom  come." 

Patient  hope  is  another  principle  v^hich  prefents 
fuch  a  petition  to  God.  Praying  is  fowing  to  the 
Spirit."  '*  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing,  for, 
*' in  due  feafon,  we,"  like  the  hufbandman,  who 
waiteth  for  the  precious  fruits  of  the  earth,  and 
bath  long  patience,  *'  fliall  reap,  if  we  faint  not." 
This  kingdom  will  come,  but  not  at  the  time  we 
may  fix  for  its  profperiiy.  *'  The  times  and  fea- 
fons  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power.'- 
If  we  ufe  unfuitable  means,  and  entertain  rafh  ex- 
peclations,  we  may  be  fure  of  difa])pointment  and 
temptation  todefpondency.  "  The  Lord  is  a  God 
of  judgment;  bleffed  are  all  they  that  v:ait  for 
him.'*  God,  who  "  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counfel  of  his  own  will,"  has  permitted  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  fiefli  to  form  its  own  various  plans  of 
happinefs  in  all  nations.  Every  fyftem  man  has 
formed,  only  demonftrated  his  folly,  his  depravity, 
and  wretchednefs.  The  Gofpcl  itlelf,  that  fyftem 
of  wifdom  and  grace,  of  holinefs  and  mercy,  of 
duty  and  happinefs,  has  afforded  the  fullell:  proof 
that  mankind  are  earthly,  fenfual,  and  deviliQi." 
i3ut  whilll  *'  The  Lord  God,  long  fuffering,"  is 
permitting  nations  to  ''  walk  in  their  own  way," 
we  are  excrcifing  our  faith  and  patience  in  waiting 
upon  God  for  their  falvation.  "•  He  (obferves  a 
friend  of  the  Society)  who  contributes  m oft  largely 
in  faithful  prayer,  is  our  greatefl  benefactor.  Let 
2  us 
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lis  pray  like  Mofes,  and  our  Miffionaries  (hall 
fight  and  conquer  like  Jofliua.  As  "  brethren 
and  companions  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of 
Jefus  Chrifl:,"  let  us,  with  ftcady  expedlation,  fer- 
vent importunity,  and  patient  perfeverance,  pour 
out  our  fouls  in  this  petition,  *'  Thy  kingdom 


"  come/* 


FourtJily^  The  correfpondlng  exertions  whichever 
accompany  the  confident  ufe-of  this  petition,  en- 
force it  upon  us.  Perfonal  religion  will  be  the 
firft  objed  of  a  Chrillian's  exertions ;  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  his  own 
foul.  His  relatives  v/ill  next  (liare  in  the  benefit 
of  his  influence.  A  conftjlent  converfation  may 
do  wonders.  One  fentence  may  convert  a  foul. 
*'  They  (lull  fpeak  of  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom, 
'^  and  talk  of  thy  power."  And  whilft  fpeaking 
of  its  glories,  in  the  character  and  adminiftration 
of  its  Prince^  the  excellence  of  its  laws,  the  num- 
ber, privileges,  and  happinefs  of  its  fubjeds, — others 
may  hear,  believe,  and  enlifl  into  the  fervice  of 
your  King. 

You  will  alfo  encourage  and  aid  thofe  who  are 
already  engaged  in  his  fervice.  Gofpel  minifters 
and  churches  will  have  a  proportion  of  your  aflifl- 
ance.  You  will  endeavour  to  promote  their  pu- 
rity, harmony,  and  happinefs.  Attempts  to  raife 
new  regiments  for  Chrift,  to  the  neglect:  of  thofe 
already  formed,  will  never  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  great  "  Captain  of  falvation."  Counte- 
nance your  fetded  minifters,  Chriftians,  by  your 
fympathy,  your  liberality,  your  confiftency,  your 
unity,  and  your  friendOiip.  Go  on,  ye  ambafla- 
dors  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  ye  minifters  of  righ- 
teoufnefs.  May  you  have  the  honour  and  plea- 
fure  of  turning  many  to  righteoufnefs,  and  then 
(hining  as  ftars  for  ever  and  ever  I 

Countenance  men  of  gifts,  who  are  capable  of 
P  renderincr 
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rendering  eiTential  fervices  tothe  Redeemer's  caufe, 
but  whofe  modefl  timidiry  prevents,  or  greatly  lef- 
fens  the  fpheie  of  their  ufefulnefs.  They  may  not 
have  been  dilciplined  in  a  iinivciTity,  or  an  aca- 
demy, and  yet  they  may  be  able  to  blow  the  Gofpel's 
trumpet  with  great  effed:.  But  be  on  your  guard 
againfl  another  extreme.  Dilcounrenance  igno- 
rant, raQi,  conceited  perfons,  who  defpife  learning 
and  learned  men  ;  not  confidering,  that  if  all  men 
had  been  as  unlearned  as  themlelves,  they  mud 
have  been  deilitute  of  a  text. 

Let  thofe  academies^  which  are  defigned  to  pre- 
pare young  men  for  the  miniilry,  be  encouraged 
by  your  liberahty.  Thofe  tutors,  who  are  men  of 
ardent  love  for  fouls  and  zeal  for  Chrift,  who 
teach  their  pupils  to  make  their  natural  and  ac- 
quired endowments  fubfervient  to  the  honour  of 
their  divine  Saviour,  and  the  falvation  of  men, 
deicrve  your  bed  patronage.  Their  ufefulnefs 
cannot  be  eftimated  in  this  world  ;  and  the  wealth 
of  tlie  Indies  would  be  a  poor  reward  for  their 
labours. 

Yoim^Jiiidents,  whofe  hearts  are  in  the  right 
place,  who  guard  againft  being  corrupted  in  doc- 
i-rinc,  in  fpirit,  and  ftyle,  from  ^'  the  fimpVicJiy 
*'  that  is  in  Chrift/'  deferve  your  tender  notice  and 
encouragement.  Go  forth,  ye  young  ftandard- 
bearers,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  fet  up  your 
banners  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  empire.  You 
have  difticukies  to  encounter,  enemies  to  fight, 
hardnefs  to  endure.  Beware  of  *'  fleQily  lufls, 
''  which  war  againfl  the  foul;"  againft  its  life,  fpi- 
rituahry,  and  purity  ;  againft  its  courage  and  its 
p^ace  ;  againft  its  improvement,  its  honour,  and 
Its  felicity.  You  may  foon  be  ftationed  at  a  poft 
of  hoiX)ur,  of  labour,  and  of  peril.  But,  courage, 
courage  !  ye  oHicers  of  our  immortal  Prince.  His 
prcfcncc,  his  conquefts,  his  engagements,  and  his 

fpirit. 
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fpirir,  fhall  animate  yon  to  fortitude  in  danger, 
fkill  in  fighting,  and  fidelity  in  his  fervice.  Lee 
your  motto  be  *^  vidlory  or  death  ;"  and,  proceed- 
ing on  this  principle,  you  will  be  gracioufly  re- 
warded with  ''  a  crown  of  life." 

And  ye  henevoJenlfocieties,  formed  for  diffufing 
religious  knowledge  by  village-preaching,  diftri- 
buting  Bibles  and  ufeful  trads,  or  eftabliiliing 
Sunday  fchools, — may  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord  our 
God  be  upon  you,  and  profper  the  work  of  your 
hands  !  The  work  of  their  hands,  O  God,  prof- 
per thou  it !  Aid  them,  Chriftians,  by  your  prayers, 
your  property,  and  your  adlivity  ;  for,  thefe  va- 
rious friends  of  our  Redeemer  are  extending  the 
boundaries  of  his  reign  by  their  different  efforts, 
and  faying,  by  word  and  deed,  ''  Thy  kingdom 
''  come.'* 

Mijfionary  exertions  have  a  peculiar  correfpond- 
ence  with  this  petition  ;  and  where  is  our  confift- 
ency,  if  we  do  not  a5ty  as  well  as  pray  ?  We  are  ve- 
rily guilty  concerning  our  Pagan  brethren ;  we 
have  feen  the  anguifh  of  their  fouls  with  fruitlefs 
pity.  Friends  of  this  Society,  flill  perfevere  ;  unit- 
ing the  fortitude  of  Nehemiah  with  the  elevated 
fpirit  ol:  Jehofliphat,  "  whofe  heart  was  lifted  up 
^'  in  the  work  and  ways  of  the  Lord."  Your  la- 
bours of  love  have  been  various;  and,  although 
not  crowned  with  fuccefs  equal  to  your  wilhes, 
they  have  ''  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord.'*  The 
great  Regent  of  the  Univerfe  has  put  the  Mif- 
fionary  wheel  in  motion,  and,  I  truft,  "  the  Spirit 
''  of  the  living  God  is  in  the  wheel,"  to  give  it  a  right 
direftion.  When  we  think  of  the  iofs  of  our  al- 
moft  idolized  Ihip,  the  return  of  fbme  of  our 
MilTionaries,  and  the  murder  ol  others,  we  con- 
template thefe  wifely  myfterious  operations  of  Prcr- 
vidence  with  painful  emotions,  and  exclaim,  with 
bumble  fubmiflion,  folemn  grief,  and  awful  allo- 
r  2  nillimenr. 
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nilhment,  "  O  vvheel  !'* — This  hindrance  in  our 
Miflionary  career  calls  upon  us  to  examine  our 
motives  and  our  meafures.  It  checks  prcfump- 
tion,  moderates  fangiiine  expedations,  purifies  our 
aims,  renders  our  prayers  more  unfeigned,  and 
our  dependence  more  Hmple.  And,  vvhilft  it  fays 
to  the  Miflionary  Society,  and  every  Miflionary, 
"  Count  the  cod,'*  it  will  render  the  hand  of 
God  more  confpicuous,  and  fecure  the  glory  to 
himfelf,  (hould  he  condefcend  to  blefs  your  future 
efforts. 

The  exertions  of  the  MifTionary  Society,  how- 
ever, have  been  extenfively  ufeful.  A  MifTionary 
fpirit  has  been  diffufcd  ;  miniflers  and  Chriflians 
of  different  denominations  have  been  united  ;  the 
languifhing  flame  of  our  zeal  has  been  rekindled  ; 
a  Home  Miflion  is  eftablifhed  in  different  parts  of 
the  country ;  and  the  attention  of  the  religious 
world  is  roufed  and  fixed  on  this  great  object. 
Whillf  you  were  defigning  the  falvation  of  the 
Heathen  world,  another  wheel  was  put  in  motion 
in  the  falutary  influence  of  your  labours  on  the 
caufe  of  Chrifl  in  England  !  "  Behold  a  vvheel  in 
the  middle  of  a  wheel !"  When  the  apofllc  Paul, 
the  mofl:  ufeful  Miflionary  that  ever  lived  in  our 
world,  was  failing  from  one  part  of  the  globe  to 
another,  he  was  better  qualified  by  his  trials  for 
his  great  work.  But  even  he  could  fay,  *'  Thrice 
'*  was  I  fliipwrcckcd  ;"  and  was  fhipwrccked  a 
fourth  time,  though  the  befl  of  men,  and  ferv- 
ing  the  beft  caufe  on  earth.  Think  not  then,  that 
*'  iome  ft  range  thing  has  happened  to  you  ;"  bur, 
to  ufe  the  language  of  Azariah  to  Afa,  *'  Be  ye 
**  ftrong,  therefore,  and  let  not  your  hands  be 
•*  weak,  for  your  work  fhall  be  rewarded."  Whilfl 
the  profpedt  of  gain  carries  the  hazardous  mer- 
chant to  all  parts  of  die  globe  ;  whiUl  generals  are 
leading  on  their  armies  to  military  glory;  and  ad- 
mirals 
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inlrals  are  condudling  navies  to  enterprife  and  vic- 
tory, till  *'  the  Tea  becomes  blood,"  from  the 
love  of  fame,  or  love  to  their  king  and  country, — 
may  you  and  your  Miflionaries,  from  love  to  that 
King  in  whom  you  meet  theFather,  the  Friend,  and 
the  Saviour ;  and,  from  the  tenderefl:  fympathy  for 
perilhing  fouls,  promote  the  obje(5l  of  your  peti- 
tion by  the  wiferi:  means  with  the  moft  zealous  af- 
fedion,  dependently  praying,  *'  Thy  kingdom 
^' come." 

Fifthly^  The  certain  accomplifliment  of  the  de- 
fire  exprelled  in  this  petition,  encourages  and  en- 
forces the  ufe  of  it.     This  appears 

From  the  appointment  of  God,  The  Father  has 
appointed  this  kingdom  to  Chrift  :  **  I  appoint 
*'  unto  you  a  kinp;dom,  as  my  Father  has  appointed 
*'  unto  me."  Infinite  fl^ill  and  power  know  no 
difliculties.  What  can  hinder  the  execution  of  a 
determination  formed  by  an  infinite  Spirit,  who 
fays,  ''  I  will  work,  and  who  fhall  hinder  it  ?*' 
The  comm'ijj'ion  and  promife  given  to  the  apoftles 
and  to  his  minifters  to  the  end  of  the  world,  is  an 
additional  proof  that  it  fhall  be  accompliflied. 
*^  Go  ye  into  all  the  w^orld,  and  preach  the  Gofpel 
*'  to  every  creature^  They  were  to  fay,  in  his 
name,  "  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  faved,  all  ye 
^^  ends  of  the  earth."     Join  to  this 

His promifes,  *'  Behold,  I  have  given  thee  for  a 
*'  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayeft  be  my 
*'  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."  *«  I  will 
''  pour  out  my  fpiric  upon  all  fleJhJ'  The  fird 
fruits  of  this  promife  were  received  on  the  day  ot 
Pentecoft  ;  but  the  church  (hall  yet  fee  greater 
things.  He  fhall  fill  MifTionaries  with  gifts,  grace, 
and  truth,  as  clouds  to  refrefli  and  fertilize  the 
Pagan  dcfarts.  To  effed:  this  purpofe,  '*  The 
Spirit  will  be  poured  from  on  high,"  in  a  free,  co- 
pious, and  permanent  manner.  And  what  his  in- 
fluences 
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iluences  can  do^  we  may  judge  by  what  has  been 
done.  Behold  the  primitive  minifters  and  Chrif- 
tians  !  How  full  of  light,  and  life,  and  love  !  How 
full  of  truth  and  grace  !  How  full  of  Chrifl:,  of  God, 
and  of  Heaven  !  And  '^  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
flraitened  ?"  No,  his  gracious  energy  fhall  fulfil 
the  numerous  prophecies^  which  alTure  us,  that  God 
will  anfwer  our  requeft.  '*  Nations  which  knew 
"  not  ihee,  (hail  run  into  thee."  He  will  dedrov 
^«  the  covering,  and  remove  the  veil  that  is  fpread 
"  over  all  faces."  Is  his  kingdom  now  compara- 
tively  fmall  ?  Is  it  a  little  one  ?  "  A  little  one 
*'  fliall  become  a  thoufand,  and  a  fmall  one  a  flrong 
*^  nation  \  I,  the  Lord,  will  haflen  it  in  its  time." 
With'  the  clear,  full,  various,  and  repeated  voice  of 
prophecy,  agree  the  undeceiving  voices  from  Hea- 
ven, which  the  apoflle  John  heard,  laying,  ''  The 
*'  kinordoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kine;- 
*'  doms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Chrifl;  and  he 
**  fhall  reign  for  ever  and  ever."  The  partial  ful- 
filment of  prophecy  in  the  numerous  Gentile  con- 
verts, in  different  parts  of  the  globe,  in  Europe, 
and  particularly  in  our  own  country,  is  very  en- 
couraging. Favoured  London!  what  miracles  of 
converting  mercy  and  power  are  found  in  thee  to 
quicken  our  hopes  ! 

The  divjne  declaralions  and  threatenhws  ap^ainfl: 
the  prince  of  darknefs,  prove  that  Chritt's  king- 
dom fhall  come  on  the  ruin  of  Satan's.  *'  For 
*'  this  purpofe,  the  Son  of  glory  was  manifell:ed,  that 
*'  he  might  dcflroy  the  works,  of  the  Devil."  This 
is  a  fine  comment  on  that  firll  threatening  againtl 
Satan,  '*  The  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruife  the 
**  ferpent's  head."  Jn  the  purpofe  of  God,  who 
calls  the  things  which  are  not,  as  though  they 
were,  '-'  Satan  is  caft  out"  of  his  ufurped  domi- 
nion over  the  Pagan  world/'  This  grand  foe 
•cannot  be  indifferent  to  your  defigns.     If  polfible, 

he 
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he  will  divide  and  weaken,  difcourage  and  dif- 
grace  you  ;  but  fear  not  this  condemned  criminal ; 
his  perfecuting  rage,  his  perilous  temptations,  his 
profound  ftratagems,  fliall  all  be  vanquifhed. 
*•'  The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts  will  fecure  your 
vidtcry."  His  tender  regard  for  his  own  glory,  his 
people's  intercfts,  his  Son's  honour,  and  his  dif- 
pleafure  againft  oppofcrs  of  his  truth,  afTure  us 
(hat  "  Satan  (hall  fall  as  lightning  from  Heaven.'' 

The  fufferhigs  of  the  Mediator  afford  anoi her 
plealing  and  powerful  demonfcration  that  your 
prayer  Qiall  be  anfwered,  and  your  attempts  finally 
prevail.  What  a  furprifing  energy  do  we  perceive 
in  the  principle  of  vegetation  !  One  grain  of  corn, 
buried  in  the  earth,  perilhing,  in  its '  p';efent 
form,  and  apparently  loil,  is  produdlive  of  thirty, 
iixty,  or  a  hundred  grains ;  and  would,  in  time, 
fill  millions  of  acres,  yea,  millions  of  worlds  \ 
Slightly  as  this  may  ftrike  the  attention  of  the 
ploughman, ''  it  proceeds  from  the  Lord  of  Hofls, 
who  is  wonderful  in  council,  and  excellent  in  work- 
ing." And  has  grace  lefs  energy  than  Nature  ? — 
Behold,  the  Son  of  God  falls  into  the  ground,  and, 
like  a  grain  of  whciit,  is  apparently  loft  :  but  what 
countlefs  millions  of  fouls  fliall  be  redeemed,  con- 
verted, and  glorified,  as  the  fruit  of  the  death  of 
that  one  Perlon  !  This  is  our  Lord's  iliuftration  of 
the  truth.  He  adds,  in  another  pafTage,  "  And  I, 
'*  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me,"  by 
fiich  a  difplay  of  redeeming  love  as  they  (hall 
witnefs  in  my  fufferings.  He  has  made  his  foul 
an  offering  for  fin,  and  he  lliall  fee  his  feed. 
^'  He  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death,  and 
''  made  interceff.on  for  tranfgrelibrs."  And  can  that 
intercefiion  fail,  in  which  his  perlbn,  his  charadler, 
his  obedience,  and  his  blood,  unite  to  plead  ?  Ic 
is  utterly  impoHlble. 

Satan  and  his  fubjecls  may  be  ftrong,  but  "  He 

«  fliall 
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"  fliall  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  firong."  Hefhall 
lee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul  and  fhall  be  fatisficd. 
*'  The  travail  of  his  foul  r  What  tongue  can  ex- 
prefs,  or  heart  conceive,  the  full  import  of  thefe 
words !  Behold  the  man  of  forrows !  Behold  the 
God-man  prortratc  in  the  garden.  Sec  him,  fwear- 
ing,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood  filling  to  the 
ground  !  Being  in  an  ogony^  he  prayed  the  more 
earncftly,  "Father!  if  it  be  poffiblc,  let  this  cup 
'*  pals  from  me;  neverthelefs,.  not  my  will, 
'*  but  thine  be  done.'*  He  was  fore  amazed >  he 
11  fed  (Iron  g  cries  and  tears  ^  he  cried  out,"  My 
*'  God  !  my  God  !  why  haft  thou  fjrfaken  me  !" 
His  foul  was  exceeding  lorrowful,  even  unto  death. 
Thefe  tears  and  cries ;  fuch  forrow  and  amaze- 
ment ;  fi'ch  agony  and  bloody  f.veat,  in  a  pcrfon 
of  fuch  dignity,  innocence,  and  benevolence,  as  a 
redemption-price  for  fouls,  as  a  propitiatory  facri- 
iice  for  fms,  niuft  receive  its  anfwcrable  vecoin- 
penfe  :  a  rccompenfe  promifed  by  the  Failier,  arxi 
fatisfadlory  to  himfelf. 

Hefhall  he fithfiid.  And  can  he  be  lacisfied 
if  even  one  of  his  redeemed  fhould  penfl-i  ?  Or 
if  the  Heathen  are  not  given  him  for  an  inherit- 
ance, and  the  uttcrmoil  parts  of  the  earth  for  his 
poiTcflion  ?  No,  he  is  worthy  of  them  ;  and  of 
their  united,  gratetul,  endkfs  fongs,  which  they 
lliall  po\ir  forth  before  the  throne.  When  he  fhall 
behold  that  countlcfs  multitude  which  he  hath  re- 
deemed unto  God  by  his  blood,  out  of  every 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,  with 
iheir  robes  and  harps,  their  palms  and  crowns 
furrounding  his  perfon,  beholding  his  glory,  and 
partaking  of  his  joy,  then  Ihall  he  be  fatisficd. 
This  was  the  joy  fet  before  him,  for  which  he  en- 
dured the  crols  and  defpifed  the  (hame.  Nor  fhall 
his  mediatorial  pleafures  ever  end. 

Chriftian?  !    The   intentions    of  God  the  Sa- 
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viour's  coiiimiiTion,  the  threatnings  againll  Satan, 
the  prophecies  and  promifes,  the  mediation  ot 
Jefus,  the  energies  of  ihe  fpirit  of  grace,  the  defires 
of  good  men  and  angels,  thepleafure  of  God,  and 
your  own  fehcity,  conihine  to  render  your  aliur- 
ance  fui.i,  that  your  recjiieft  fliall  be  granted,  and 
the  kingdom  of  God  Iliall  come. 

Let  us  look  around  us  among  men  for  fuitablc 
r>Iiffionaries ;  and  above,  to  that  God  who  alone 
can  form  fuch  as  the  work  requires.  Men  who, 
through  faith,  can  fojpurn  in  a  ftrange  land,  work- 
ing righteouhvefs,  fubduing  kingdoms,  and  '^  en- 
*'  dure",  feeing  him  who  is  invifible."  Men  who, 
feehng  the  weight  of  their  work,  and  the  fource  ot 
iheir  ilrength,  can  bear  cruel  mockings  and 
fcourging,  to  be  killed  by  the  fword,  covered  with 
the  {kin  of  a  (heep  or  a  gonr,  deldituie,  afflided, 
and  tormented,  can  wander  in  deiarts  and  moun- 
tains, taking  fhelter  in  caves  and  dens  of  the 
earth.  Men  v.'ho  can  bear  imprifonment  like  Pe- 
ter, banilhinent  with  John,  (loning  with  Stephen, 
or  to  be  a  fpeclacle  to  the  world  with  Paul.  Whac 
are  all  the  poets,  orators,  and  philofophers  in  the 
Pagan  world  to  one  fuch  Miffionary  ?  We  have 
obiervcd  one  poor  Chriilian,  rich  in  faith,  by  his 
inliuence  awaken  the  concern  and  inquiries  of  a 
few  perfons  in  a  town  or  village.  A  minifter  has 
been  invited  ;  he  preaches  ;  *'  the  hand  of  the 
V*  Lord  is  with  him  ;  many  beheve  and  turn  to 
*'  the  Lord.'*  The  poor  man's  cottage  being  found 
too  fmall,  a  larger  place  is  built,  and  a  church  is 
raifed  in  the  town.  What  has  been  in  England, 
allowing  for  circumdiintial  differences,  may  be  in 
another  country.  Who  can  calculate  the  effects  of 
a  few  converts,  like  thofe  which  appear  in  the  lad 
Evangelical  Magazine  ?  In  twenty-one  (liort  lines 
of  one  of  their  letters,  the  Saviour's  name  is  men- 
tioned fourteen  times;  cxprefilve,  I  truft,  of  their 
gratcfid  love  to  liirn.  Who  can  eflimate  the  confe^ 
Q^  quences 
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quences  of  Mlffionary  labours,  like  thofc  of  the 
venerable  Vanderkemp,  that  *'  burning  and  (hin- 
ing  light*'  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?  O  that 
many  fuch  *'  poliflied  (liafts  in  the  divine  quiver" 
may  be  formed  ;*that  many,  fo  qualified  and  fo  de- 
voted to  the  caufe,  may  each  foon  be  heard  to  fay, 
*^  Here  am  1,  Lord,  fend  me;  fpeak  the  word,. 
*'  Lord,  and  great  fhall  be  the  company  of  fuch 
*' to  publifhit  !"     See  them 

"  Flying  like  Gabriel  on  his  Lord's  commands, 
As  heralds  of  God's  love  to  Pagan  lands." 

Open  in  your  proceedings,  inviting  fcrutiny, 
willing  to  receive  information  from  every  quarter, 
and  putting  on  "  the  armour  of  light,"  what  have 
you  to  fear  ?  You  do  not  wilh  to  allure  Mifnona- 
ries  by  a  partial  reprefentation.  Whatever  civility, 
hofpitality,  or  friendQiip,  may  exift  among  fome 
Heathen,  yet,  as  defcendants  of  Adam,  they  are 
under  the  power  of  a  carnal  mind  ^  great  igno- 
rance and  ftrong  prejudices;  old  and  vicious  ha- 
bits ;  charadeis  uniting  the  beaft  and  the  Devil, 
will  be  found  in  them.  And  will  they  be  con- 
demned by  the  example  and  converfation  of  a 
Mlffionary  without  expreffing  refentment  ?  it  h 
highly  improbable;  but  thofe  v/hom  Jefus  fends 
"  will  find  his  grace  isfufficient  forthem." 

As  friends  to  the  caufe,  let  us  particularly 
guard  againd  a  cenforious  fpirit.  There  are  per- 
fons  whofecharaders,  talents,  and  influence,  would 
render  effential  fervice  to  your  caufe.  They  are 
already  united  with  you  in  prayer,  it  not  in  mea- 
fures.  They  arc  zealous  for  a  miffion  at  home  : 
may  their  zeal  incrcafe,  and  their  exertions  be 
blelfcd  !  Wilhing  for  their  aid — treat  them  libe- 
rally. 

Watch^  wilh  equal  vigilance^   againfl   a  difpo- 
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fition  to  make  your  will  the  law  of  this  Society,  and 
your  meafure  the  idol  of  it.  We  did  not  join 
this  Society  for  felf-gratification.  Do  you  dillike 
a  meafure  ?  Oppofe  it  meekly  and  firmly,  in 
proportion  to  its  importance  :  hut  do  not  abandon 
the  Society,  and  flicrifice  the  grand  objed:  for  fo 
trivial  a  caufe  as  an  objedlion  to  any  individual 
perfon  or  meafare.  It  is  much  eafier  to  cenfure 
a  plan  than  to  form  a  better,  and  execute  it. 
The  Miffionary  Society  is  large ;  its  plan  compre- 
benfive ;  and  its  members  have  but  an  imperfedt 
knowledge  of  each  other.  Mi  fin  formation,  pre- 
judice, and  a  halty  temper  may  miflead  us.  But 
let  us  rather  aid  than  unjuftly  cenfure.  Much. 
rime,  thought,  and  labour  have  been  devoted  to 
this  caufe  by  our  London  friends,  and  fome  others. 
On  a  few  perfons,  the  executive  part  of  this  bufi- 
nefs  mufb  depend.  We  fmcerely  hope  they  will 
proceed  in  their  God-like  defign — improving  their 
plans  by  paft  difappointments  :  for  we  will  not 
conceal  it  ;  we  have  not  been  without  our  difap- 
pointments. 

With  a  fine  (liip,  liberally  freighted,  under  the 
condud  of  a  pious,  difinterelted,  and  able  cap- 
tain, favoured  with  an  unufual  voyage,  we  were 
encouraged  to  hope  for  great  things.  But  events 
which  have  fince  tranfpired,  when  "  adverfity  was 
**  let  over  againfl:  profperity,"  almofi  paralyzed 
the  Society.  However,  from  the  influence  of 
**  the  Prince  of  Life,"  diffufing  his  Spirit,  and 
imprefhng  his  promifes  upon  our  minds,  frefh 
vigour  has  been  imparted  ;"  new  and  increafing 
exertions  are  called  forth  ; — and  rallying  again 
round  the  ftandard  of  our  incomparable  Prince, 
\wQ  meditate — we  refolve  on  another  attack  of  the 
enemy's  ilrong-holds ;  another  attempt  to  procure 
the  deliverance,  the  liberty,  the  life  of  captive 
fouls, 

0^2  We 


I  I  6  THE    KINGDOM    OF     COD 

\Ve  r.rc   noi   infcnfible  of  our  ciiiricultles :   hnt, 
bovvins:  our  knees  before  a  Bcinp-  vvhofe    under- 
lianding  is  iniinue,    whole   povvep  is  tincomroul- 
able,    whole  mercy  is   great   unto    the  Heavens, 
and  who  has  revealed  his  refoluiion  of  extending 
iz,race  to  the  Pagan  world,    with  tlie  frhal  fpirit  of 
children,  wc  cry  *'  Our  Father  who  art  in  Heaven 
— thy  kingdom  con:ie  :"    this  is  oui'  petition.    For 
*'  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory  :*' 
ihefe  are  our  pleas.     And   can  any  thing  be  an 
obflacle  to  Him  "  v;ho  weighs  the  mountains   in 
"  fcales^  and   the  hills   in  a  balance — who  taketh 
*^  up  tlie  iAandsas  a  little  thing*' — :ompared  wirh 
whom,  all  nations  are  as  '^  a  dufton  the  balancel*' 
He  ipake,  and  worlds  rofe  into  exigence.     Hear 
his  voice  fpeaking  to  us :   *'  every  valley  fhall  be 
'*  exalted,   every  mountain  and  hill  fliall  be  made 
'*  low  j  the  crooked  (hall   be  made  ftraighr,  and 
*'  the  rough  places  plain;"    for   what   purpofe  ? 
That   the  glory  of  Jehovah,  in  our  nature,    and 
Ins  falvation,  may  be  revealed  to  all  fiefli  !      Then 
let   our  hopes   travel  with  the   Sun,   which  in  its 
apparent  courle  from  calt  to  wed,  iiicalures  our 
day;  *'  lor,   irom  the  rifing  of  the  Sun    unto  iht 
*'  going  down   of  the  lame,    my   name  ihall  be 
''great  among   the  Heathen  ;  and   in -^'tYO'  place 
•'  incenfe  fliall  be  offered  to  my  name,  and  a ///r^ 
"offering;  for  my  name    Ihall   be   great  among 
''  the  Heathen,  faith  the  Lord  of  Holh  '' 

Will  the  Heathen  themlelvesthicaien  us,  or  op- 
pofc  our  deiign  ?  They  (hall  hear  a  voice  which  is 
powerful  and  full  of  majeily,  laying,  *'  Hulh  !  be 
**  dill,  and  know  that  I  am  God  ;  1  will  be  exalted 
**  amono;  the  HeaiheQ — I  will  be    exalted   in   the 


carth.^* 


Chridians  of  different  denominations,  ye  are 
debtors  to  ilie  barbarians  and  to  each  other.  Let 
unuy  of  aiTcLtion  and  deiign  characlerize  you  as 
a  body.       J    congratulate    die   Sonctr,    that    one 
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fpirit  animates  it  ;  thd  Brititli  ifland  as  the  centre 
of  \:s  exertions,  and  the  Pagaa  world  in  hope  of 
a<^rand  reilnt.  Your  preienc_  affembling,  your 
frcaiient  mccrincrs,  5^out  anxieties  for  iaitable 
MiTiionaries,  yaiir  grateful  joy  for  any  promifing 
appearances,  and  even  your  forfow  when  your 
MiiTianarv  proipecls  Were  clouded,  all  fpsak  this 
language,' ''  Thy  kingdom  come.'*  Rut  ceafe  not 
to  fill  pur  minds  with  thoughts  of  the  miiiions  of 
iouls  which  are  drawn  u-nto  d^-ath,  and  are  ready 
10  perifii  :  Ijeings  which  (infintte  mercy  prevent 
it!)"  m.av  icon  lift  up  their  eyes  in  hell,  being,  in 
torments  !  Say  not,  '*  behold,  we  knew  it  not^^- 
-*  for  he  that  pondereth  the  heart  confiders  it." 
If  they  mud  perilh-— may  their  blood  n^ver^  be 
rtauired  at  our  hands.  Nor  let  us  delay,  for  time 
is  (borr,  opportunity  pafiing,  and  life  uncertain. 

When  nrlt  I  received  an  invitation  to  preach  on 
■this  occafion,  I  conferred  with  lleili  and  blood, 
aiid  refpe^^fully  refufed  to  accept  it :  but  a  fecond 
letter  revived  in  my  mind  a  thought  which  firft 
occurred  in  a  dangerous  illnefs,  and  had  great 
influence  in  the  determination  1  formed  to  preach 
this  fermon.  In  that  folemn  moment,  apprehend- 
ing a  very  (hon  paffage  into  eternity,  "  1  rofe 
^'^^^nd  trimmed  my  lamp.''  On  reviewing  my 
minillerial  courie,  confciencc  fummoned  me  to 
account  for  two  other  inflances,  wherein  I  liad  re- 
fiifed  to  preach  before  aiibcialions  of  minjfters. 
I  felt  felf-reproach  for  the  iofs  of  opportunities  of 
pcilible  uf-fulnefs  which  could  not  be  recalled, 
and  refolved,in  divine  Rrength,  never  to  refufe  on 
like  occafions,  if  i  could  confiftenlly  comply. 
The  whole  courfc  of  our  labours  will  foon  be 
'  liniflied  :  our  day  had  a  beginning,  and  mull 
foon  have  an  end.  Let  us  work  "  while  we  have 
«'  the  light;"  for  there  is  a  night  approaching,  in 
which  n'o  man  can  work.  Death  will  foon  re- 
move 


2 


i  1  8  T  II E    f;  I  N  G  DO  M   0  F   G  0 11 

move  from  our  world  the  mod  zealous  friends  of 
this  caufe,  who  have  fowed  in  fervent  prayer  in- 
defatigable  labours,  or  liberal  communications. 
But 'this  caufe  will  outlive  them.  Others  fliall 
enter  into  your  labours;  and  in  due  feafun,  thofe 
who  lowed,  and  thofe  who  reaped,  as  having  in 
different  ways  contributed  to  the  vail  harveit  of 
faved  louls,    Ihall  rejoice  together. 

Be  fimple  in  your  dependence,  fingle  in  your 
alms,  open  in  yom*  plans,  importunate  in  your 
prayers,  united  and  perfevering  -in  your  endea- 
vours, and  let  no  man's  heart  fail  him ;  for 
•*  the  caufe  is  not  of  man  but  of  God." 

Zealoufiy  perfevere.  This  becomes  your  cha- 
radter  and  your  principles,  your  experience  and 
your  profpecls.  O  God  of  infmite  wifdom  and 
power,  mercy  and  truth  1  patronize  our  defigns 
by  the  operations  of  ihy  Providence,  and  the 
glorious  energy  of  thy  Spirit  !  Open  to  us  great 
doors  of  entrance  among  the  Pagans  !  Overwhelm 
all  oppofition  to  the  free  courfe  of  thy  Gofpel ;  but 
let  the  Miffionary  Caufe  ''  be  as  the  Sun — when 
he  goeth  forth  in  his  might !"  In  this  requefl:,  I 
doubt  not  but  eacli  of  *'  the  thoufands  of  liVaer* 
prefent  will  join  me,  by  one  unfeigned  and  moi\ 
ardent  Amen. 
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Galatians  i.   15,   16. 

But  when  it  pJeafed  God,  who  fe pa  rated  me  frommy 
mother's  womb^  and  called  me  by  his  grace^  to  re- 
veal his  SojL  in  me,  that  I  might  preach  Him 
among  the  Heathen,  immediately  1  confidted  not 
with  flejh  and  blood, 

A  N   honeft  man  is  not  afraid  ;  and  he  has  no 
caufe  to  be  afliamed,  if  bis  charader  fhould  , 
be  known  to  the  whole  world.     Guilt  is  attended 
with  fear,  and  feeks  obfcurity ;   while  uprightnefs 
fhrinks  not   back  from   inquiry,   but  courts    the 
light.     Thefe  reflexions  arile  from  the  confidera- 
tion   of  the  charader  of  the  great  Apoftle,  who 
lays  before  the  Galatians  a  plain  and  undifguifed 
account  of  his  religious  condudl   before   he  was 
made  acquainted  with  the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord  Je- 
fus   Chrift  ;  and  of  the  aftonifhing  change  that 
had  been  wrought  upon  him  by  the  power  of  di- 
vine grace.     "  Ye  have  heard  of  my  converfation 
*'  in  time  paft,  in  the  Jews  religion,  how  that,  be-- 
*'  yond  meafure,  I  perfecuted  the  church  of  God, 
'«  and  wafted  it  ;  and  profited  in  the  Jews  reli- 
*'  gion,  above  many  my  equals  in  mine  own  na- 
*'  tion,  being  more   exceedingly  zealous   of  the 
*^  traditions  of  my  fathers ;  but  when  it  pleafed 
"  God,  who  feparated  me  from  my  mother's  womb, 
*'  and  called  me  by  his  grace  to  reveal  his  Son  in 
*'  me,  that  I  might  preach  him  among  the  Hea- 
"  then,  immediately  I  conferred  not  with   fiefh 
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*'  and  blood."  Ver.  13,  14,  15,  16.  As  though 
he  had  fald,  *^  very  few  have  equalled  me  in  my 
zeal  for  the  religion  in  which  1  was  educated  ; 
and  none  have  gone  greater  lengths  than  I  have 
in  my  unreafonable  prejudices  and  cruel  oppo- 
lition  to  the  Church  of  Chrill ;  **  for,  beyond  mea- 
"  fure,  I  perfecuted  the  Church  of  God,  and  wafted 
*'  it  :"  my  blind  zeal  would  have  hurried  me  to 
increafing  fury,  and  would  have  been  my  ever- 
lafting  ruin,  if  it  had  not  pleafed  God,  '*  who 
*'  feparated  me  from  my  mother*s  womb,  to  call 
*^  me  by  his  grace.'* 

There  were  three  things  very  remarkable  in  the 
converfion  of  St.  Paul,  and  in  his  call  to  the  of- 
fice of  a  preacher  and  an  apoftle.  The  firft  was, 
in  the  time  when  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  awaken 
him,  when  his  fpirit  was  inflamed  with  the 
fierceft  degree  of  rage  ;  when  he  was  breathing  out 
threatenings  and  flaughter  againft  the  difciples  of 
Chrift  y  when  he  was  a  perfecutor  and  a  blaf- 
phemer,  an  injurious  perfon,  and  could  not  have 
the  leaft  claim  to  divine  favour ;  then  it  was  that 
he  was  plucked  as  a  brand  from  the  fire  ;  and,  in 
confequence  thereof,  the  churches  had  reft  through - 
**  out  all  Judea,  and  Galilee,  and  Samaria/' 
A(^s  ix.  31. 

Secondly,  The  manner  of  his  converfion  was 
imcommon  and  extraordinary.  The  way  by 
^hich  our  Heavenly  Father  calls  back  his  wander- 
ing children  is,  ufuallyy  by  the  preaching  of  the 
Gofpel  i  but,  in  the  apoftle's  cafe,  the  ordinary 
means  were  difpenfed  with,  and  the  blclTed  God, 
who  is  bound  to  no  rule  of  adting,  but  can  pro- 
duce the  fame  wonderful  effed:,  either  with  or 
without  any  inftrumental  caufe,  brought  deep 
convidion  to  his  foul,  not  by  converfing  with  the 
difciples  ;  not  through  a  courle  of  reading  and  re- 
flexion ;  but  by  an  immediate  and  invincible  call 

from 
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from  Heaven,  **  Saul,  Saul,  why  perfecuteftthou 
•^  me  ?'* 

Thirdly,  The  effedl  which  followed,  deferves 
alfo  our  attention ;  I  do  not  mean  the  tranfitory 
effed:  it  had  upon  his  body,  in  deprivmg  him  of 
fight  and  appetite  for  three  days  ;  but  the  inftanc 
and  abiding  effedl  it  had  upon  his  mind.  Chrifl: 
and  his  Golpel  became  incomparably  precious  to 
his  foul ;  and  his  defire  was,  that  others  fhould  be- 
come acquainted  with  his  Saviour,  and  be  brought 
to  the  happy  enjoyment  of  his  ineftimable  be- 
nefits. "  Immediately  I  confulted  not  with  flefh 
*'  and  blood."  This  was  the  conftant  and  increaf- 
ing  aim  of  his  grateful  foul  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  and 
when  he  had  no  longer  liberty  to  purfue  his  fa- 
vourite work,  but  was  in  afflidtions  and  bonds  for 
the  Gofpel,  he  fays,  "  what  then  ?  Notwithftand- 
*'  ing  every  way,  whether  in  pretence  or  in  truth, 
'^  Chrifl  is  preached,  and  therein  I  do  rejoice  ; 
''  yea,  and  will  rejoice.''  Having  thus  endeavoured 
to  lay  before  you  a  few  leading  thoughts  refpeding 
the  heavenly  change  wrought  on  St.  Paul,  it  is 
my  intention  to  prove. 

That  the  converfionof  afinneris  entirely  the  work 
of  God!  By  converfion,  I  do  not  mean  any  change 
in  a  man's  opinions,  or  an  external  alteration  ot 
his  conduct,  both  of  which  may  take  place,  and 
ilill  there  may  be  nothing  more  than  the  form  of 
godlinefs.  But,  by  converfion,  I  mean  an  inward 
change  wrought  in  the  foul  by  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
which  is  common  to  every  believer  in  Chrifl,  and 
which  the  Evangelifl  thus  defcribes  :  ''  As  many 
"  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  be- 
'^  come  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  them  who  be- 
**  iicve  in  his  name,  which  were  born  not  of  blood, 
"  nor  of  the  will  of  die  fleQi,  nor  of  the  will  of 
"man,  but  of  God." 

In  the  words  feledled  for  our  prefent  confidera- 

tion,  the  Apoflle  begins  with  the  dodlrine  of  God's 
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foreknowledge;  and  upon  this  undoubted  princi* 
pie,  as  upon  a  rock  which  cannot  be  moved,  he- 
proceeds  to  relate  the  work  of  God  upon  the  foul. 
I  call  the  dodrine  of  God's  foreknowledge  an  un- 
doubted principle,  becaufe  we  cannot  have  a  pro- 
j-)er  idea  of  the  Lord,  without  confefTing  that  his 
wifdom  and    underflanding  are  not   bounded  as 
the  wifdom   and  knowledge  of  men    and  angels, 
but  that  he  perfectly  knows  all   things   paft,  pre- 
fent^  and  to  come.     If  it  (hould  be  faid,  God  does 
not  know  all  thhigs  that  are  paft,   it  would  be  ta 
argue  that  forgettulnefs  is  in  God  -,   that   is,  that 
imperfection  makes  a  part  of  the  character  of  an 
infinitely  perfect   Being.     To  affert  that  there  is 
any  being,  any  circumftance,  any  thought,  in  any 
moment,  that  is  not  naked  and  open   before  the 
eyes  of  him  Vv'ith  whom  we  have  to  do,  is  a  poor 
and  weak  attempt    to  rob   him  of  his   omnipre- 
I'encc  and    omnifcience  ;  two  divine  attributes  for- 
cibly, in  the  moft  ftriking  manner,   taught  us  by 
the  royal  Pfalmift  :   "  Thou  knoweft  my  down-fit- 
^'  ting  and  mine  uprifingj  thou  underftandefl  my 
*'  thoughts  afar  oif ;  thou  compalfeft  my  path  and 
*'  my  lying  down  ;   and  art   acquainted    with  all 
''  my  ways  -,  for  there  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue 
*'  but  lo,  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft  it  altogether." 

As  there  is  nothing  in  time  paft,  or  in  time  pre- 
lent,  that  can  be  hid  from  God,  fo  it  is  equally 
true,  there  is  no  future  event  which  is  not  clearly 
forefecn  by  him,  vvhofe  eyes  run  to  and  fro  through 
the  whole  earth.  It  is  true,  the  volume  of  futu- 
rity is-clofcly  fealed  up,  and  its  contents  muft  remain 
unknown  to  men  and  argels ;  but  every  line  is 
read,  and  exactly  undcrftood  by  God,  who  fees 
the  end  from  the  beginning.  This  will  appear  from 
a  view  of  the  nature  of  prophecy,  which  is  a  fore- 
telling of  future  events.  This  is  alone  the  high 
prerogative  of   God,  and  removes,  to   an  infinite 
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diftance,  all  the  fuppofed  wifdom  which  men  have 
imagined  the  Heathen  Gods  to  polTefs.  In  Ifaiah 
xli,  and  ver..  21,  22,  Jehovah,  fpeaklng  of  the 
idols  whom  the  nations  worfliipped,  fays,  '^  Le*c 
*«  them  bring  them  forth,  and  fhew  us  what  fhall 
'^  happen,  or  declare  us  things  to  corne  ;  (hew  the 
"  things  that  are  to  come  hereafter,  that  we  may 
*'  know  that  ye  arc  Gods." 

The  foreknowledge  of  God  appears,  beyond  con- 
tradiction, in  the  prophecies  which  are  recorded  in 
the  Holy  Scripture  ;  the  captivity  of  the  Jews  in 
Babylon  ;  every  particular  relative  to  the  birth,  the 
fufferings,  the  death,  and  refurredion  of  Chrift ; 
the  blindnefs  of  Ifrael  and  their  rejedion  of  the 
Saviour,  were  all  predided,  and  the  prediclions 
were  exa(5lly  accorapliihed  ;  but  from  whence  did 
the  prophets,  who  were  men  of  like  paffions  with 
ourfelves,  gain  their  knowledge  ?  To  this  queftion 
the  Apoftle  gives  us  an  anfwer  :  ''  The  prophecy 
''  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  men  ;  but 
*^'  holy  men  of  God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by 
''  the  Holy  Ghoft."  The  dodlrine  of  God's  fore- 
knowledge, we  have  fecn,  extends  to  all  things  ; 
and  if  it  be  fo,  it  may  very  fafely  be  afErmed 
that  it  reaches  the  objects  of  divine  mercy  -,  for  he 
cannot  be  (iiid  to  know  all  things,  if  he  be  limited 
in  this.  But  the  Apoitle  v^ill  not  allow  fo  foul  a 
blot  to  lie  upon  this  adorable  attribute,  and  there- 
fore teaches  us,  that  every  juftified  and  glorified 
foul  was  cholen  in  Chriil  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  "^  For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he 
*'  aUb  did  predeftinate  to  be  conformed  to  the 
*'  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the  hrft-born 
*'  among  many  brethren.  Moreover,  whom  he  did 
*'  predeltinate,  them  he  alfo  called  ;  and  whom  he 
*«  called,  them  he  alfo  juflified  ;  and  whom  he  jufti- 
*•  fled,  them  he  alfo  glorified  :''  and,  in  the  text,  he 

favs. 


..I 
126  POWERFUL   INFLUENCE 

fays,  '^  it  pleafed  God,  whofeparated  me  from  mj 
*'  mothers  womb." 

There  is  no  man  will  be  bold  enough  to  afTerc 
that  he  was  adually  feparated  and  became  a  dlf- 
ciple  of  Chrift,  till  he  heard  the  voice  from  Hea- 
ven. The  meaning  of  the  words  is,  Though  I  was 
permitted  to  go  fuch  enormous  lengths,  in  oppo- 
lition  to  the  Gofpel,  and  to  commit  fuch  outra- 
geous adts  of  cruelty  againft  the  innocent  difciples 
of  Chrift,  yet  God,  in  his  unfearchable  wifdom, 
had  deftined  me  to  be  a  Chriftian,  and  a  preacher 
of  the  Crofs.  Luther,  that  zealous  reformer,  who 
was^  made  fo  eminently  ufeful  in  bringing  to  light 
the  blelied  truths  of  God's  word,  which  were  al- 
moft  extinguiflied  by  the  fuperftition  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  thus  comments  on  this  paflage:  "  This/' 
fays  that  excellent  man,  "is  an  Hebrew  phrafe^ 
•'  /.  e.  God  had  appointed,  when  I  was  yet  in  my 
**  mother*s  womb,  that  I  (hould  (o  rage  againft 
*•  his  church,  and  that  afterward  he  would  merci- 
"  fully  call  me  back  again  from  the  midft  of  my 
•*  cruelty  and  blafphemy,  by  his  mere  grace,  into 
*'  the  wav  of  truth  and  falvation.  To  be  ihorr, 
*'  when  I  was  not  yet  born,  I  was  an  apoftle  in  the 
**  fight  of  God  ;  and  when  the  time  was  come,  I 
**  was  declared  an  apoftle  before  the  whole  world." 
The  learned  Beza  gives  the  following  note  on  the 
paflage  : — "  He  fpeaks  concerning  tlie  eternal  pre- 
deftination  of  God  to  the  apoftleftiip,  and.makes  no 
mention  of  works  forefeen."  Having  thus  endea- 
voured to  inveftigate  the  meaning  of  the  ftrft  Ccn- 
tcnce  in  the  text,  I  conclude  that  the  foreknow- 
ledge of  God  is  the  fource  of  all  divine  confola- 
tion,  to  which  not  only  St.  Paul,  but  every  faint, 
may  look  with  praife  and  gratitude  ;  for  the  gene- 
ral defcription  of  the  redeemed  is,  "  that  they  are 
•'  eledl  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of  God  the 
•'  Father,  through  fandification  oi^  the  Spirit  unto 

*^  obedience^ 


OF  DIVINE  GRACE.  tzy 

**  obedience,  and  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus 
^*  Chrift." 

IL  The  Apoftle,  in  the  next  claufe,  informs  us 
bow  the  love  and  mercy  of  God  was  manifefted  to 
his  foul :   He  called  vie  hy  his  gr-ace. 

By  thefe  words,  that  ad  of  the  grace  of  God  is 
to  be  Linderftood  by  which  the  foul  is  awakened  to 
a  painful  fenfe  of  its  guilt,  and  to  a  fearful  appre- 
henfion  of  its  danger.  Before  this  takes  place, 
the  foul,  unconfcious  of  its  depravity,  and  un- 
alarmed,  though  walking  on  the  brink  of  deftruc- 
tion,  remains  a  ftrangerto  true  repentance  and  ear- 
ned prayer ;  and  however  immoral  the  condud  of 
the  unawakened  may  be,  he  can  always  fay  to 
another,  whom  he  fuppofes  worfe  than  himfelf, 
"  Stand  by,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou."  But  the 
fecret  and  powerful  call  of  God  at  once  blafls  thefc 
falfe  hopes,  and  deftroys  thefe  fallacious  views  ; 
and  the  language  of  the  heart  becomes  more  hum- 
ble, and,  like  the  Publican,  it  cries,  **  God  be 
"merciful  tome  a  fmner  !"  I  faid,  the  call  of 
God  \N2i^  feo'ref  2iud  powerful '^  becaufe,  when  it 
takes  place,  it  is  often  a  confiderable  time  before 
it  is  known  to  the  world,  to  the  church,  or  to  the 
minifter  whom  God  has  employed  for  this  purpofe ; 
but,  however  fecret,  it  comes  with  overpowering 
convidion,  and  conftrains  the  foul  to  lament  and 
fay,  *'  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  (liall  de- 
liver me  ?"  Thus  it  was  with  St.  Paul ;  for  no 
fooner  did  the  light  from  Heaven  (hine  upon  his 
heart,  than  he  began  to  implore  divine  mercy, 
"  Go  (fays  the  Saviour)  to  Ananias,  and  inquire 
*'  for  one  called  Saul  of  Tarfus,  for  behold  he  pray- 
<*  eth  r  This  is  the  conftant  effed  that  follows, 
whenever  it  pleafes  God  to  call  any  one  by  his 
grace  :  and  that  man  furely  deceives  himfelf  who 
fuppofes  that  he  has  been  called  by  grace,  and 
yet  remains  a  ftranger  to  prayer. 

It 
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It  is  well  known,  that  in  all  ages,  and  in  all 
places,  the  mean  which  God  has  moflly  honoured 
for  the  turning  of  men  from  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
nefs  to  the  kingdom  of  his  Son,  has  been  the 
preaching  of  the  Gofpel ;  and  this  is  the  mean 
he  ftlll  blelfes,  and  will  continue  to  blefs,  as  long 
as  he  has  a  church  on  the  earth  ;  but  though  the 
preaching  of  the  Crofs  is  to  thofe  who  are  favcd 
the  power  of  God,  yet  it  would  be  the  mod  ex- 
travagant prefumption  to  attempt  to  limit  the  Al- 
mighty, or  to  fiy,  in  this  way  he  fliall  work,  and 
no  other  \  for  any  inftrument,  however  infignifi- 
cant  it  may  be,  becomes  fufficient  when  in  his 
hand.  Some  have  dated  their  awakenings  to  a  fit 
of  iicknefs ;  fome  to  a  word  fpoken  in  feafon  in  pri- 
vate converfation ;  fome,  to  reading  a  religious 
tra6t :  and  that  God,  who  worketh  all  in  all,  can, 
if  he  plcafe,  accompli fh  his  good  pleafure  without 
the  intervention  of  any  of  thefe  things,  as  was  ex- 
emplified in  the  manner  in  which  the  Apoftlehim- 
felf  was  called.  But,  however  various  the  chan- 
nels thro'Jgh  which  divine  love  and  mercy  were 
conveyed,  the  work  is  flill  to  be  attributed  en- 
tirely to  the  free  and  unmerited  favour  of  Heaven  ! 
This  will  appear,  if  we  refleft,  that  God  can  be 
under  no  oljgation  to  fave  any  that  have  fmned 
againfthim,  and  brought  ruin  upon  thcmfelves  : 
no,  for  if  he  had  Lft  the  whole  race  of  men  to  pe- 
ri fh  in  their  iniquities,  and  had  provided  no  Me- 
diator for  them  (as  is  the  cafe  with  the  fallen  an- 
gels)* his  holinefs  would  have  remained  unble- 
mifhed,  and  his  rigbceoufnefs  would  have  endured 
for  ever.  That  God  does  not  beftow  his  grace 
upon  this  man  rather  than  that  man,  becaufe  one 
is  lefs  guilty  than  another,  is  a  truth  as  clear  as 
the  noon-day  fun.  Was  the  Apoftle  lets  criminal 
because  he  perfecuted  the  church  of  God  ?  Were 
the  Corinthians,  who  indulged  thcmfelves  in  every 
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"abominable  vice,  lefs  guilty  than  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  ?  By  no  means  ;  but,  as  if  with  defign 
to  crucify  the  pride  of  man,  the  prudent,  the  mo- 
ral, the  virtuous,  are  pafled  by,  while  publicans 
and  harlots  are  called  to  the  kingdom  of  Chrifl. 
This  the  Apoftle  flrongly  enforces,  i  Cor.  i.  26. 
"  Ye  fee  your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many 
*'  wife  men  after  the  fle(h,  not  many  mighty,  not 
'^  many  noble  are  called,  but  God  harh  chofen 
*'  the  foolilh  things  of  the  world  w  confound  the 
*'  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the 
*^  world  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty, 
*^  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which. 
*'  are  defpifed,  hath  God  chofen  ;  yea,  and  things 
*'  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  the  things 
''  that  are,  that  no  lieQi  Ihould  glory  in  his  pre- 
*^  fence."  Befides,  it  may  be  confidered,  that  fo 
far  from  man  having  any  right  to  the  grace  of  God, 
it  is  generally  found,  and  will  be  readily  acknow- 
ledged by  a  great  number  of  the  redeemed,  that 
the  heart  of  man,  by  nature,  does  not  deiire  it,  and, 
fo  far  from  complying  with  the  work  of  God,  re- 
fills it,  and  (hews  a  flrong  rcluftance  to  give  ad- 
mittance to  him  who  fays,  ^'  Behold,  I  fland  at 
"  the  door  and  knock  !" 

I  know,  there  are  fome  who  are  w^eak  enough  to 
fuppofe  that  the  whole  change  I  have  been  fpeaking 
of,  is  effeded  by  the  preacher  :  his  boifterous  man- 
ner  alarms  the  fearful,  while  his  foft  and  alluring 
words  (fay  they)  beguile  the  fimple ;  but  thefe 
fuppofitions  are  founded  upon  ignorance  of  the  de- 
pravity of  the  heart,  and  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
The  prejudices  of  the  mind  againfl  the  doctrines 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  Gofpel,  are  too  old  and 
deep-rooted  to  be  fhakcn  by  the  feeble  efforts  of 
hum.an  perfuafion.  It  is  true,  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  minifters  to  call  fmners  to  repentance  ;  but  uij- 
iefs,  Nvhile  they  fpcak  to  the  ear,  God  fpeaks  to  the 
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heart,  no  good  is  done.  Paul  may  plant,  and 
Apollos  may  water,  but  God  giveth  the  increafe* 
Thus,  the  Gofpel  llains  the  pride  of  man,  znA 
leaves  no  caufe  for  glory,  either  to  the  Chriftian  or 
to  the  niinider,  but  in  Chrift  Jefus  :  *'  Ey  grace 
*^  are  ye  {d\e6,  not  of  works,  led  anv  man  fhould 
*'  boaft/' 

III.  1  now  come  to  the  third  part  of  the  texc, 
in  which  the  Apoftle  fays,  thaf  it  pleafed  God  to 
reveal  his  Son  in  vie.  The  revelation  of  God  to 
man  is  of  a  twofold  nature ;  the  one  external,  the 
other  internal.  The  former  is  contained  in  the 
Old  and  New  Teilaments,  in  which  the  will  of 
God  concerning  man  is  laid  open,  and  declared  to 
us  all  in  the  Volume  of  Divine  Infpiration.  The 
anger  of  God  againft  the  impenitent,  and  his 
pardoning  love  and  tender  mercy  to  every  return- 
ing prodigal,  is  taught  with  line  upon  line,  and 
precept  upon  precept ;  and  of  this  external  revela- 
tion of  God  to  man,  the  great  Apoftle  fpeaks: 
*«  I  am  not  adiamed  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  for 
"  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  to  every 
''  one  that  believeth  :  to  the  Jew  firft,  and  alfo  ta 
*'  the  Greek.  For  therei-n  is  the  righteoufnefs  of 
**  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith  ;  as  it  is  written, 
*'  the  juft  fliall  live  by  faith.  For  the  wrath  of 
*«  God  is  revealed  from  Heaven  againft  all  un- 
"  godlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men,  who  hold 
'^  the  trinh  in  unrighteoufnefs."  The  word  of 
(jod,  however  it  may  be  defpifed  by  fome  and 
neglefled  by  others,  is  the  great  and  diftinguiihing 
mercy  which  our  nation  has  been  blefled  with 
above  many  others,  and  is  the  talent  rntrufted  to 
our  care ;  af  the  uie  or  abufe  of  which  we  fhall 
one  day  be  called  to  render  an  account  before  the 
Judge  of  the  quick  and  dead.  May  this  favour  not 
only  be  continued  amongft  us  from  generation  ta 
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generation,  but  may  it  more  thwin  ever  be  glorified 
amongft  us ! 

But  there  is,  moreover,  an  external  revelation 
of  God  to  the  heart,  wrought  by  his  Holy  Spirit, 
by  which  a  joyful  difcovcry  is  made  to  the  foul  of 
its  intereft  in  the  bleJings  of  free  remilTion  of  lin, 
and  of  complete  juftification  through  the  blood 
and  ri'2;hteoufnefs  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  God.  This  is 
particularly  treated  of,  i  Cor.  ii.  9,  10.  This  in- 
ward teilimony  was  the  happy  privilege  of  the 
primitive  Chriftians;  for  it  is  dLclared  concerning 
the  believing  Romans,  that  "  tlic  Spirit  itfelf  bore 
*^  witne(s  with  their  fpiric,  that  they  were  the 
"  children  of  God  ;"  and  this  it  was  that  animated 
them  to  bear  the  fevered  trials,  nor  only  without 
a  murmur,  but  with  holy  joy.  "  We  glory  in 
^^  tribulations  alfo,  knowing  that  tribulation 
"  worketh  patience,  and  "patience  experience^  and 
*■«  experience  hope,  and  hope  maketh  not  aihamed, 
^^  hecaufe  the  Jove  of  God  is  (bed  abroad  in  our 
*'  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  is  given  to 
*'  us  "  The  Apoftle,  I  apprehend,  had  this  in 
view  in  the  claufe  we  have  under  confideration ; 
for  he  purfues  a  regular  chain  of  caufes  and  effefts. 
It  is  true,  the  order  of  words  does  not  always  prove 
the  order  of  things ;  but  in  this  place  it  certainly 
does :  **  God  foreknew  and  feparatcd  me  from  my 
^*  mother's  womb ;  in  his  own  due  time  he  called 
,^'  me  out  of  darknefs,  and  (hewed  me  my  guilt  and 
'*  danger ;  and  then,  through  his  matchlefs  mercy, 
*'  he  difcovered  to  me  my  intereft  in  his  Son.'* 
The  experimental  knowledge  of  Ji is  inter e^  m  the 
love  of  Chrift,  he  puts  beyond  a  doubt  in  the  2d 
chapter  and  2orh  verfe ;  where,  in  a  ftrain  of  holy 
jtranfport  and  lively  gratitude,  he  thus  expreffes 
himfelf :  ^'  I  am  crucified  with  Chrifl ;  neverthe- 
^*  lefs,  1  live  ^  yet  not  I,  but  Chrifl:  liveth  ia  me ; 
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«'  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  fleOi,  I  live 
<«  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me, 
*'  and  gave  hinmfelf  for  mc."  Can  any  words 
exprefs  more  forcibly  the  union  of  the  foul  with' 
Chrift  !  Can  the  divine  affurance  of  faith  be  de- 
fcribed  in  language  more  ftrong  and  determined  ? 
I  will  not  affirm  that  the  whole  church  of  Chrift 
enjoy  this  invaluable  privilege,  but  that  fome  do 
fojfefs  it  5  and  that  all  have  encouragement  to  expert 
it  and  to  pray  for  it,  none,  I  hope,  will  deny,  who 
believe  the  promifes  of  an  unchangeable  God. 
'One  of  the  particular  offices  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
is,  that  of  being  the  comforter  of  the  people  of 
God  :  and  if  it  ftiould  be  aiked  how,  or  by  what 
means,  he  conveys  confolation  to  the  diftrefled 
<:onfcience  ?  Our  Lord  himfelf  replies,  ''  He  ftiall 
*'  glorify  me ;  for  he  fhall  receive  of  mine,  and 
«'  ftiall  fhew  it  unto  you." 

That  fome  have  had  their  imaginations  warmed 
"by  fparks  of  their  own  kindling ;  and  that  others 
have   hypocritically  pretended  to   the    enjoyment 
of  thefe  things,  and  by  great  fwelling  words  of 
vanity,  have  deceived  many,  is  granted  ;  but  this 
is  not  a  fufficient  argument  againft  the  dodtrines 
of  the  Gofpel,  which,  like  the  current  coin  of  the 
kingdom,   muft  not    be   rejected,  becaufe  many 
countei^feit^  are  in   the  world.     I  freely  declare, 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  the  church  of  God,  ia 
^he  preient  day,   ftands  in  the  fame  need  as  the 
primitive   church,  of  thofe  fpirirual,   lively,  ani- 
mating views  of  Heaven  and  eternal  glory.     The 
difciples  in  former  ages  have   had  more  frequent, 
'and  more  fevere  perfecutions  to  endure,  than  we 
have,  who  live  in  an  age  when  the  church  enjoys 
outward  peace  and  worldly  profperity  ;  but  while, 
through  the  bleffing  of  our  God  upon  us,  and  by 
the  wile  and  protedling  laws  of  our  happy  con- 
ftitution,  we  can,  to  ufe  the  Prophet's  words,  "  fit 
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•*'  every  man  under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and 
**  none  can  make  us  afraid,"  are  not  thefe  in- 
dulgences of  Providence  liable  to  be  abufed  to 
the  purpofes  of  iloth  and  lukewarmnefs,  unlefs  the 
heart  is  frequently  warmed  by  the  holy  ilame  of 
divine  love  !  Since  then  we  are  encompafled  with 
manifold  temptations,  which  hinder  us  from  run- 
ning the  race  that  is  fet  before  us,  with  all  that 
promptitude  and  earneftnefs  we  ought  to  do ; 
fince  many  of  God's  people  do  live  under  the 
comfortable  fenfe  of  acceptance  with  God,  through 
the  righteoufnefs  of  their  great  High  Prieft,  and 
die  in  the  full  perfuafion  of  eternal  life;  fince  he 
whofe  promifes  are  not  yea  and  nay,  but  amen, 
hath  declared,  ''  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that: 
*'  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground;  I 
*'  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my 
^^  bleffing  upon  thy  offspring,"  —  let  it  be  the 
fecrer,  the  united,  the  fervent  prayer  of  us  all,  that 
we  may  (before  we  reach  our  heavenly  home, 
where  all  tears  will  be  wiped  away  for  ever)  enjoy 
the  earnefh  of  our  inheritance,  and  know  thatChrift 
is  in  us  the  hope  of  glory  ! 

IV.  The  laft  claufe  of  the  text  teaches  us  what 
are  the  effeds  the  faving  grace  of  God  produces 
in  the  heart — a  cheerful  defire  to  do  the  will  of 
God,  and  an  ardent  longing  for  the  falvation  of 
men;  for,  fays  Paul,  ''  as  fbon  as  I  knew  that  I 
*'  was  appointed  to  preach  Chrift  among  the 
*^  Heathen,  immediately  I  conferred  not  with 
^'  flefh  and  blood  ;  I  now  no  longer  confulted  my 
**  own  eafe,  or  worldly  advantages ;  I  afked  not 
*'  the  opinion  of  my  carnal  relations  and  friends, 
"  nor  even  of  the  church  itfelf ;  but  I  haftened  to 
*^  proclaim  falvation  to  thofe  who  were  fitting  in 
"  darknefs,  and  in  the  fliadow  of  death  V  The 
love  of  Chrift  made  known  to  the  foul,  will  pro- 
duce a  return  of  love  aiid  gratitude  to  God  ;  and 

no 
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BO  {Ironger  mark  of  unfeigned  love  to  God  can^ 
he  given,  than  that  of  confiant  and  cheerful 
obedience  to  his  will  in  all  things  ;  for  it  is  the 
Saviour  who  fays,  *'  If  any  man  love  me,  lie  will 
**  keep  my  words.*'  How  powerfully  the  Apoftlc 
was  actuated  by  this  divine  principle,  may  be 
learned  from  his  own  words :  **  What  things  were 
^  gain  to  mc,  thofe  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift  ;  yea, 
*'  doubtlefs  (he  adds)  and  I  count  all  things  but 
*^  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  th^  knowledge  of  Chrift 
**  Jefus  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the 
<'  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung, 
*'  that  I  m.ay  win  Chrift.'*  This,  however,  is 
not  peculiar  to  the  Apoftle,  but  is  the  language  of 
every  believer  when  faith  is  in  exercife.  Faith 
worket-h  by  love,  and  teaches  the  foul,  from  the 
llrongeft  convidtion  of  the  excellency  of  Chrift, 
to  fay,  "  Whom  have  I  in  Heaven  but  thee  ?  and 
**  there  is  none  upon  earth  I  defire  befide  thee  !" 

But  I  haften  to  the  confideration  of  a  fecond 
effcd  the  grace  of  God  produces  in  the  heart — 
Love  to  men,  which  difcovers  itfelf  by  a  fincere 
and  true  defire  for  their  falvation.  The  grace  of 
God,  which  bringeth  the  joyful  news  of  falvation 
to  men,  not  only  teaches  us  to  deny  ungodlinefs 
and  worldly  lufts,  but  to  love  one  another  :  and 
there  is  nodifcipleof  our  Lord  who  feels  the  in- 
fluence of  and  walks  according  to  the  dodrines 
of  tliC  Gofpei,  who  does  not  find  the  prevailing 
defire  of  his  heart  to  be,  that  his  bittereft  and  moft 
implacable  enemy  may  not  be  almoft,  but  alto- 
gether a  Chriftian.  And,  hence,  fo  far  from 
williing  the  d-oArines  of  Chrift  to  be  monopolized 
by  any  men,  or  by  any  particular  nation,  it  re- 
joices his  foul  to  hear  of  their  propagation  ;  and 
that  there  arc  men  to  be  found,  adluated  with 
honeft  zeal,  who  are  willing  to  leave  behind  all 
cirthly  profpeds,  to  forfake  their  friends  and  their 

country, 
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country,  whenever  it  may  pleafe  God  to  call  them 
to  carry  the  name  of  Jefus  to  diftant  and  defoiate 
nations.  What  a  bright  example  of  this  evan- 
gelical fpirit  do  we  behold  in  the  Apoftle  !  No 
Iboner  was  he  made  acquainted  with  the  high  and 
heavenly  nature  of  the  Gofpel,  but  immediately 
he  felt  an  unbounded  defire  to  impart  the  glad 
tidings  to  others  ;  his  chiefeft  joy,  yea,  the  life  of 
his  life,  was  to  proclaim  the  infinite  grace  and 
merit  of  his  crucified  Lord.  "  He  knew  that 
*'  bonds  and  afflidions awaited  him;"  but  declares 
to  the  Ephefians  "  that  none  of  thefe  things  moved 
''  him ;"  neither  (fays  Paul)  ''  do  I  count  my  life 
*'  dear  to  myfelf,  io  that  I  might  finiflx  my  courfe 
*'  with  joy  and  the  miniftry  which  I  have  received 
<' of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  teflify  the  Gofpel  of  tlie 
*^  grace  of  God."  And  when  his  countrymen, 
hardened  in  their  prejudices,  and  blind  to  their 
own  eternal  interefls,  would  no  longer  hear  him 
with  patience,  but  with  furious  rage  rejected  his 
mellage,  and  expelled  him  from  their  cities, — he 
vv'eeps  over  them,  and  prays  for  them  :  ^'  I  fay  tlic 
*'^  truth  in  Chrift ;  I  lie  not ;  my  confcience  alfo 
*«  bearing  me  witnefs  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  I 
*^'  have  great  heavineis  and  continual  forrow  in  my 
*'  heart;  for  1  could  wiQi  that  myfelf  were  ac- 
*'  curfed  from  Chrifl:  for  my  brethren,  my  kinf- 
*'  men,  according  to  the  flefh  ;  for  my  heart's  defire 
^'  and  prayer  to  God  for  Ifrael  is,  that  they  might 
'*  be  faved.*'  Nor  need  we  wonder  at  the  Apoftle  ; 
for  the  falvation  of  men  is  the  defire  of  the  whole 
church  of  Chrift,  and  the  joy  of  angels  ;  "  the 
"  Spirit  and  the  Bride  fay,  Come  ;"  and  when- 
ever a  foul  is  born  of  God,  frefh  acclamations 
of  praife  are  given  to  him  who  fitteth  upon  the 
^hrone,  and  to  the  Lamb. 

Havmg  thus  attempted  to  explain  and  enforce 
the  words  of  the  text,  I  fhall  conclude  this  dif- 
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courie  with  an  inference  or  two  which  arife  from 
the  fubjeft. 

I.  No  conchifion  can  be  drawn  againfl  the 
converfion  of  men,  cither  from  the  profligacy  of 
their  manners,  or  their  prejudices  againfl:  the  way 
of  falvation.  God,  whofe  wifdom  is  infinite,  and 
who  knows  beft  what  is  beft,  often  permits  thofe 
to  run  enormous  lengths  in  the  ways  of  infidehty 
and  profancnefs,  whom  afterwards  he  calls  to  be 
fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houfehold 
of  God;  this  God  does  not  in  order  to  make  Cm 
fit  eafy  on  the  confcience,  but  to  magnify  the 
power  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  iave  to  the 
uttermiofh.  Many  have  had  caufe  to  blefs  God  that 
they  have  found  among  the  faints  fuch  characlers 
as  an  adulterous  David — an  unchafte  Mag-dalene — 
an  unbeheving  Thomas — anvi  a  penitent  thief, 
who  at  the  eleventh  hour  found  peace  and  pardon. 
Thefe,  and  fimilar  inflances  of  men  who  have  been 
brought  out  of  the  horrible  pit,  are  recorded  in 
the  holy  Scriptures  to  encourage  the  weary  and 
heavy-laden  to  come  to  Chrift  for  reft  ;  and  to 
llimulate  minifters  to  a  diligent  performance  of 
their  work.  Who  ever  ran  to  greater  degrees  of 
oppofition  and  contempt  of  the  Son  of  God,  than 
St.  Paul  himfelf?  He  was  filled  with  rage  againft: 
the  difciples — with  contempt  of  Chrift — and  with 
unrelenting  cruelty  againft  all  of  every  age  and 
fcx  that  called  on  his  name;  yet  the  amazing 
grace  of  God  was  all-fufficient  to  change  his  heart, 
and  to  convert  this  furious  perlecutor,  into  a 
preacher  of  the  faith  he  had  endeavoured  to 
deftroy.  He  looked  upon  himfelf  as  a  miracle  of 
mercy,  and  thought  that  while  he  ftood  freely  and 
fully  pardoned,  no  linner  need  dcfpair.  Attend 
to  the  language  of  his  grateful  heart :  ^'  I  who  was 
**  before  a  blafphemer,  and  a  perfecutor,  and  in- 
"jurious,  obtained   mercy..     This   is  a  faithful 
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«*  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
*^  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners, 
"  of  whom  I  am  chief.  Howbeit,  for  this  caufe 
**  I  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me  firft  Jefus  Chrift 
'^  might  fliew  forth  all  long-fuflering,  for  a  pat- 
"  tern  to  them  which  fhould  hereafter  believe  on 
"  him  to  life  everlafting."  Such  an  illuflrious 
iaftance  of  vidorious  grace  is  recorded,  to  keep 
the  moft  notorious  finners  from  delpair,  and  to 
encourage  even  blafphemers  and  perfecutors  to  lav 
down  their  arms  of  oppofition  and  rebellion  againft 
Chrift,  and  to  approach  him  wirli  the  fpirit  and 
language  jf  the  Publican,  who  fmote  his  breaft 
and  fiiid,  ^'  God  be  merciful  to  7ne  :a.  finner!'' 

2d.  To  endeavour  after  the  converfion  of  fouls, 
is  the  moft  laudable  work  men  can  be  employed 
in  on  this  fide  the  grave.  A  foul  is  worth  a 
world.  Thofe  whofe  abilities  are  exerted,  in 
order  to  better  the  condition  of  mankind  in  the 
prefent  v/orld,  and  to  promote  their  comfort, 
lafety,  and  profperity,  deferve  our  commendation  ! 
But  as  the  body  is  of  trifling  confideration  when 
compared  with  the  value  of  an  immortal  foul  ; 
and  our  prefent  exiftence  is  of  infinitely  lefs  im- 
portance than  our  everlafting  welfare,  it  will 
follow,  that  thole  who  being  guided  (not  by  a 
fpirit  of  enthuGafm,  but)  by  a  firm  belief  of  the 
truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  are  endeavouring  to 
propagate  the  knowledge  of  lalvatioa  by  Jefus 
Chrift  to  their  fellow-men,  are  engaged  in  a  woik 
of  the  higheft  importance.  There  can  be  no 
(joubt,  but  every  faint,  even  the  babe  in  Chrift 
will  be,  when  he  joins  the  church  triumphant, 
completely  and  everlailingly  happy ;  but  the 
bleffed  God  has  promifed  peculiar  honour  to 
thofe  whofe  defire  is  to  lead  the  blind  by  a  way 
they  know  not ;  for  thus  faith  the  Lord,  "  they  tliat 
?*  be  wile  fimll  ihine  as  the  firmament ;  and  they 
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*«  who  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  fhall  (liine  as 
"  the  flars  for  ever.'*  This,  I  truft,  is  the  great 
and  only  aim  you  have  in  view,  who  have,  with 
the  moft  benevolent  intentions,  formed  yourfelves 
into  a  fociety  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fending  the 
word  of  life  into  tlie  dark  and  benighted  parts  of 
the  world.  It  is  true,  that  your  endeavours 
hitherto  have  not  been  attended  with  all  that 
fuccefs  you  expected — difappointments  have  hap- 
pened. 

God,  in  his  unfearchable  vvifdom,  has  feen  it 
right  to  crofs  your  defigns,  by  permitting  your 
friip  to  be  captured,  and  fome  of  your  Miffionaries 
to  be  pcrfccuced  and  ilain  ;  and  it  becomes  mor- 
tals, who  know  but  lirtle,  to  proftrate  themfelves 
in  fubmifTion  to  his  adorable  will,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge his  fovereignty,  who  does  as  he  pleafes 
amongft  the  armigs  of  heaven  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth,  without  being  accountable  to 
any.  Thefe  myfterious  a6tsof  Divine  Providence 
have  been  employed,  not  with  an  intention  to 
relax  your  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  the  Gofpel, 
but  to  teach  you  fome  profitable  leiTons: — The  bed 
of  men  are  liable  to  err.  Permit  me  to  afk, 
whether  your  expectations  of  fuccefs  might  not 
be  raifed  rather  too  high,  from  the  uncommon 
afTiflance  that  Chriftians  of  almoft  every  denomi^ 
nation  have  given  to  your  plan?  or.  Whether  the 
reported  docility  and  friendly  difpofitions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  iilandsofthe  South  Seas,  might 
not  caufe  you  for  a  moment  to  forget  the  depra- 
vity of  the  heart — and  that  to  eiecl  the  flandard 
ofChrift  in  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  is  to  be 
accomplifhed,  *'  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but 
"  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hoils  ?"  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  thefe  things,  not 
with  the  leaft  intention  of  difcouraging  any,  but 
to  afford  a  hint  or  two  for  felf-examination  to  all ! 
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God,  who  knows  the  heart,  is  altogether  ac- 
quainted with  the  uprightnels  of  your  intentions  in 
this'bulinefs ;  and  by  a  cool,  fleady,  and  deter- 
mined perfeverance  in  fo  Godlike  a  defign,  your 
fincerity,  faith,  and  patience  will  become  manifefl 
10  the  world.  You  have  without  doubt,  counted 
the  coil,  and  know  that  thofe  who  engage  in 
works  of  fuch  amazing  magnitude,  muft  be  pre- 
pared for  trials  which  they  will  find  arifing  from 
various  quarters,  and  from  different  caufes.  You 
are  acting  upon  the  warrant  of  God's  word — there- 
fore be  of  good  courage ;  God,  whofe  promifes  are 
all  Yea  and  Amen,  hath  faid,  "  the  Heathen  fliall 
*'  be  the  inheritance  of  his  Son,  and  the  utcermofl 
^'  parts  of  the  earth  fhall  be  his  pofleffion ;"  and 
again  he  hath  declared,  ''  from  the  rifing  of  the 
"  Sun,  even  to  the  going  down  of  the  fame,  my 
*'  name  fhali  be  great  among  the  Gentiles."  Thefe 
promifes  have  been  happily  accompliflicd  with 
us,  and  it  is  now  a  long  time  fmce  men  of  true 
Mifiionary  zeal  and  fpirit  brought  the  glad  tidings 
of  falvation  to  our  land  ;  and  when  we  confider  the 
abundant  blellings  we  flill  enjoy,  we  have  reafon, 
with  admiring  gratitude,  to  fay,  "  Lord,  how  is  it 
'^  that  thou  wilt  manifeft  thyfelf  tous,  and  not  to 
<*  the  world  ?"  But  while  the  true  light  thus 
fhineth  upon  us,  how  many  nations  are  there  who 
lie  under  a  difmal  night  of  ignorance,  and  whofe 
deplorable  ftate  calls  for  pity  1  In  the  midft  of 
our  abundance,  let  us  not  forget  thofe  who  are 
perifhing  for  lack  of  knowledge. 

^Tis  true,  your  warm  expedlations  have  re- 
ceived fome  checks  from  the  hand  of  him  whofe 
Vv^aysare  in  the  great  deep  ;  but  is  there  any  thing 
fingular  in  this  ?  Have  the  Moravians  always  met 
with  fuccefs  ?  No  ;  but  their  refignation,  patience, 
and  laborious  ads  of  felf-denial,  have  enabled 
them,  through  grace,  to  furmount  every  difHculty. 
T  z  Did 
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Did  the  Apollles  tbemfelves  always  meet  en- 
couragemenr  >  By  no  means ;  ihey  were  (loned — • 
they  were  expelled  from  the  places  where  they  went 
to  preach  the  word  of  life  ;  but  the  want  of  fuccefs 
in  one  place,  was  the  means  of  fending  them  to 
another.  At  all  events,  therefore,  go  forward  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  ufmg  every  means  in  your 
power,  and  embracing  every  opportunity  that 
offers,  to  fow  the  feed  of  eternal  life,  leaving  the 
event  to  Him  who  hath  faid,  ''  the  vifion  is  yet 
''  for  an  appointed,  but  at  the  end  it  ihall  fpeak 
"  and  not  lie  ;  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  becaufe 
"  it  will  furely  come,  it  will  not  tarry.*' 

In  order,  however,  to  purfue  widi  vigour  the 
plan  you  have  already  aded  upon,  four  things  at 
lead  feem  abfolutely  ncceflary: 

ill,  Men  of  apoflolic  fpiiits,  who  are  willing 
to  labour  and  endure  the  crofs  for  the  good  of 
fouls ;  men  of  fimple  manners,  and  of  ftrong  conT- 
mon  fenfe ;  men  of  much  patience,  perfeverance, 
faith,  and  prayer — as  every  Chriftian  is  not  called 
to  be  a  preacher — fo  among  the  minifters  of  God's 
word,  there  are  very  few  who  are  qualilied  for  the 
important  work  of  a  MiOlonary. 

2d,  Money  is  wanted  ;  for  the  Miflionaries 
hive  little  elfc  to  expect  but  fufferings  as  the  re- 
w^ard  of  their  labour  of  love;  yet  they  muft  be 
fupported  :  and  to  Vvhom,  imdcr  God,  muft  they 
look  for  fupply,  but  to  you  whom  God  has  not 
only  bleffcd  with  ahundivice^  but  with  hearts  alfo 
to  lay  it  out  for  God.  Your  liheralily  has  already 
been  fo  confpicuous,  that  it  is  almofl  necdlefs  for 
me  to  remind  you,  that  God  lovclha  cheerful  giver '^ 
*'  and  that  he  who  hath  pity  on  the  poor,  lendeth 
««  to  the  Lord;  and  that  which  he  hath  given,  will 
**  he  pay  him  again." 

3d,  Prayers  are  wanted  ;  and  here  the  poor  of 
Chrill's  flock,  who  can  affifl  the  caufe  of  God  in 

no 
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no  other  way,  may  be  of  very  great  ufefulnefs* 
The  Apoflles  were  earnefl:  in  their  foHcitations  for 
the  prayers  of  the  church,  for  they  knew  that  the 
effedlual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availed 
much  ;  lience  fuch  exhortations  as  thefe  :  **  Finally, 
**  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the 
"  Lord  may  have  free  courfe,  and  be  glorified." 

4th,  But  the  greateft  thing  of  all,  without  which, 
men,  money,  and  prayers  are  of  no  avail, — is  the 
hleffhig  of  God :  with  th'iSy  weak  efforts  will  per- 
form wonders;  and  without  /V,  Paul  may  plant 
and  ApoUos  water  to  nopurpofe:  wait  therefore 
on  the  Lord,  be  of  good  courage,  and  whatever 
thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might. 
In  the  morning  of  5^outh,  fow  the  feed  of  eternal 
•life ;  and  in  the  evening  of  your  days,  withhold 
not  your  hand,  and  though  you  may  not  live  to 
fee  the  frint  of  your  labour,  yet  an  abundant 
harvefb  may  follow,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of 
God !  Let  no  uncharitable,  ill-natured  objec- 
tions clog  the  wheels  of  your  adivitv — your  lives 
?>,xQjIiori — -you  have  found  Chrift  to  be  a  precious 
Saviour,  and  his  overpowering  love  has  fre- 
quently conftrained  you  to  fay,  ''  I  have  a  defire 
"  to  depart  and  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far  better." 
'  jSo  wonder^  therefore,  you  fliould  unite  your  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  honour  of  his  name — 
to  extend  the  joyful,  found  of  the  Gofpcl ;  and  to 
pray  that  others,  who  are  now  living  without  hope, 
and  v/iihout  God  in  the  world,  might  be  made 
acquainted  with  Him,  whom  to  know  is  eternal 
life  1  It  is  net  long  you  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  teflifying' your  unfeigned  love  to  God,  and 
difinterefted  love  to  men  before  the  world ;  for 
in  a  few  months  or  years  you  will  be  removed 
from  the  changing  fcenes  of  this  life,  to  that  reft 
which  remains  for  the  people  of  God  :  and  when 

you 
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you  come  to  lie  on  your  dying  bed,  and  flefli  and 
heart  begin  to  die  away,  you  will  not  then  repent 
that  you  have  done  too  much  for  the  caufe  ot 
Chrift — too  much  to  Ipread  the  favor  of  his  name, 
or  to  promote  the  everlafting  happinefs  of  others ; 
but  while  you  confefs  yourfelf  an  unprofitable 
fervant,  and  the  chief  of  fmners,  Chrill  will  beckon 
you  away,  with,  "  well  done,  good  and  faithful 
*'  fervant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord  !  !  !" 
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Gavillcr,  Mr,         ditto  i 

Geale,  Mr,  Hcnry-ftreet,  Pen- 

tonville  i 

Gil.bs,   .^?rs,     North-flreet, 

Moornelds  j 

Gibfbn,  Mr,   38,  Great  Prcf- 

cott-flreet  o 

Gibfon,    Mr,  Hatficld-ftrcet, 

Surry-road  i 

Giles.  Mr,  VVater-lanc,Tower- 

ftreet  2 

Gill,  Mrs,  Clapton,  Hackney  o 
Giilcfpv,  Mr,  Wapping-lheet  i 
Gilldpy,  Mr,  WcllcloVe-fquare  i 


Carried  forward       3  23   1 1 


CONTRIBUTORS   TO 


Brought  forward      3. -'.3 
Gimber,  Mr,  Admiralty  i 

Goddard,  Mr,    Cable-ftreet, 

Weliclofe-rquare  i 

Goode,  Rev.  Mr,  Black  friars  i 
Goode,  Rev.  JMr,  Ifllngron  i 

Gordon,  Mr,  138,  Leadenhall- 

ftreet  i 

Gordon,   Mr,  Hornfey-row, 

Iflington  I 

Golnell,  Mr,   Little  Quecn- 

ftreet,  Holborn  i 

Gough,  Mrs,Camber\vell-green  i 
Gouger,  Mr,  48,  Ncwgatc-ltr.  i 
Goulding,  Mr  T.  Bankfide  i 
Grange,  Mr,  Covent-garden  o 
Gray,  Mifs,  i,  Wildernefs-row  i 
(•>' ray,  Mr  R.Walworth  i 

Gregory,  Mr,  2,  Hoxton-nelds  1 
Gregory,  Rev.   Dr.    by  Mrs 

Ayicough  I 

Greig,    I\Ir,  Charloitc-iueec, 

Surry- road  2 

Gribble,  Mr,  Bank  2 

Griffin,Mrs,Mare-ft.  Hackney  i 
Grocock,  Mrs,  i.  Earl-court, 

Ne-.vporr-ftrcet  i 

Groomc,  Mr,  3S,  Broad-ftrcet, 

Blooinlbury  ,    i 

H 
Hadden,  Mr,  ir.  Garden-row, 

OId-ft;eet      ^  I 

Hadwen,  Mr,  jS^Gloftcr-flreet, 

Hoxton  o 

iiahn,  Mr,  Fred.  V/Endfworth  i 
Hale,  Mr,  4,  Vv^cod-Ilr.  Spital- 

fields  I 

Hall,  Mr,  30,  Noble-ftreet  i 

Hall,  Mr,  7,  P'enchurch-itrect  5 
Hail,  Mrs,         d.iuo  3 

Hall,  Mr,  49,  (Iracechurch-ft.  i 
HaiUvaid,  Mr,  14,  C^"'*)''^  Ji'ii  i 
JHaroiiton.  Dr.  7,  Finfbury^pl.  1 
Hammond,  Mr,  Whitetiiapel  i 
Hanfon,  Mr,  Clapron,  Hackney  4 
Hai court,  Mii.  10,  Great  Ntw- 

port-ftrcet  i 

iLirdcaCtle,   Mi  Jof.  Hatcham- 

iUiUfc  2  1 

Hargrave.Mr,  Mansucld-piace, 
Ktntini-town  i 

Harper,  Mr,  JerufakmCofriC- 
lioufe  *  1 

Harper,  Mrs,  ditto  i 

Harper,  Rev.  Mr,  and  Congre- 
gation, London-road  .5 

H.airis,  Mrs,  at  Surry  Chapel     i 
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Brought  forward  400 
Harris,  Mifs,  30,  Noble-ftreet  1 
Harvey,  Mr,  67,  Charlotte-ftr. 

Portland-place  1 

Hawies,  Rev.  Dr.  a  Lady  by 

'him  20 

Hawies,  Rev.  Dr.  a  Lady  by 

him  20 

Heaton,   Mr  Chas.  Wellon- 

ftreet.  Borough,  2  years  2 

Hemans,  Mr,  City-road  i 

Hemming,  Wm.  to   alhfl  m 

printing  the   New   Tefta- 

ment  in  French  2 

Here,  Mr,  6,  Throgmorton-ft.  i 
Heme,  Mr,  4,  Hoxton-fquare  i 
Hervey,  Mr   Andrew,   Ber- 

ners-ilreet  2 

Kill,  Mifs,  32,  Fore-Rrect  2 

Hill,  Mils,  ditto,  a  Lady  by  her 
Hill,  Rev.  Row.  Surry  Chapel 
Hill,  Rev.  R.     ditto,   a  Lady 

by  him 
Hill,  Mr,  5,  Birchin-Iane 
Hipburn,    Mr,    Long -lane, 

Southwark 
Hodgkinfon,  Mr,  23,Stamford- 
•  ftrcet;  Suriy-rcad 
Hodlbn,  Mr  Wm.  Lothbury 
Hodibn,   Mr  G.  John-Ilreet, 

Pentonville 
Hokhouie,  Mr,  Union-fti-ect, 

Borough 
Koliickj^Mr  John,  Straiford 
Hoi  lick,  Mr  Eben.  ditto 
Ho! Icy,  Mrs,  Weiiclofe-fquare 
Honeynian,  Mr,  Church-flreet, 

Spitaliiekis 
Hooper,  Geo,  Efq.  Greenwich 
Hooper,  Mifs,         ditto 
Hooper,  Mils,  a  Friend  by  her 
IIoppus,  Mr,  9,  Leadenhall-ll. 
Horn  lb  V,  Mr,  Homerton-row 
Houfton,Mr,  Great  St. Helens, 

Bilhopfgate 
Hough,  Stephen,  Efq.  Tavi- 

rtock  ftreet 
Hublock,  Mr,  Torrington-11. 
Hubbock,  Mr  Tho.  Red  Lion- 

ftieet,  Wappitig 
Hudfon,  Mr,  Broad-l^r.  Car- 

i^aby-market 
Humphrys,  Mr,  Canterbury- 
place 
Humphries,  Mr,  8o,Totten- 

ham-eourt-road 
Huiidlibec,  Mr,  3,Crown-il. 


I 
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I 
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16 

0 

I 
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Brought  forward      4c 
Hunter,  Mr,  King-ft.  Golden- 
Iquare 

Jack,  Mr,  30,   St.  Martin's 

lane 
Jacobs,  Mifs,  by  Mr  Aliday 
Jacques,  Mr,  65,  Leather-lane 
Jamicfon,  Mr,  21,  Cccii-ltreet, 

Strand 
Janr»es,Mr,  12,,  Finlbury-place 
Jauncey,    Mr,  Crofs-ftreet, 

Iflington 
Jeaiineict,  Mr,  44,  Poultry 
Jenkins,  Mr,  2,  City-road 
iFes,  Mr,  26,  St.  Martin's  court 
Johnfon,  Mr,  Lombard-ftrcet 

Chelfea 
Jgoes,  Mrs,  5,  Hertford-llreet, 

Fitzroy-i'quare 
Jones,  Mr,  1,  Wildernefs-row 
Jones,  Mr,  Curtain-road 
Jones  Rev,  Mr,  3,  Crown-ft. 

Moorfields 
Ireland,  Mr,  Cannon-ftreet 


Kanmacher,  Mr,  Apothecaries- 
hall 

Keen,  Mrs,  12,  Pavement, 
Moorfields 

Kcnnard,  Mr,  15,  Silver  ftreet, 

Kincaid,   Mr  D.  Fort-ftrect, 
Spitalfields 

Kincaid,  Mr,  25,  Tyfon's-pl. 
Kingfland-road 

Kincaid,  Mrs,  ditto 

King,  Mr,  2,  Taylor's  build. 
KmgflandToad 

King,  Mr,  25,   King-Itictr, 
Tower- hill 

Knight,  Mr,  42  i,  Strand 

Knight,  Mr,  126,  Tool-y-ft. 

Knight,  Rev.  Mr,  Eaft-lane, 
W^alworth 

Ditro   a  Friend  by  him 

Knight,  Mifs,  Eaft-lanc,  Wal- 
worth I 

Knight,   Rev.  I.  A.  a  Fiicnd 
by  him  o 

Lack,  Mr,  3,  Fort-ftr.  Spital- 

fieids  o 

Lane,  Mr,  12,  Wcod-ftrect  1 

Lanj^llon,  Mr,  Gutter-lane  2 

Langton.  Mr  D.  Mare-llrcet, 

I-l;.ckney  i 


I 

2 

I 
I 

10 
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Carried  forward 
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Brought  forward 
Lavrock,  Mis,  Deptford 

Law,  Mr  P.  Chelfea  i 

Lawrence,  Mr,  Minories  o 

Lea,  Mr,  z6,  Old  Jewry  i 

Lee,  Mr  Thomas,  Homerton  i 

Ditto,  a  Friend  by  him  3 
Lees,   Mr,    Oidnauce  Office, 

Tower  i 

Lees,  Mr,  Savov-fqiiarc  i 

Legg,  Mr,  71 ,  Flect-ftrect  i 
Lcpard,  Mr  B.  jamts-flrcet, 

Covent- garden  1 

Littler,  Mr,  30.  City -road  i 

Lon^as,  Mr,2(),Colelr>ro()k-Row  2 

LonidalcjMr,  I  i4,V/ood-flreet;  i 

M 
Maberley,  Mr  G-  2,  Caftle- 

ftreet,  Seven  Dials  i 

Maberley,  Mr  J.  diito  i 

M'Nealey,  MrC.  76,  Jcrmyn- 

ftreec  '  *  i 

Madgwick,    Mr,  7,    Heath, 

Hackney  i 

Magnolly,  Mr,  bv  Mr  Baaks  1 
Maitlaud,  Mrs,  Kean's  row, 

Walworth  i 

Marchant,  Mrs,  V/ilmot-fq.  i 
Mafkew,  Mr,  Nicholas-lane, 

Lombard-flreet  5 

Malion,  Lower  Shadwell  i 

Mafcoll,  Mr,  83,  Louver Eaft 

Smithficld  I 

Mather,  Mr:,  Homerton-row, 

two  years  10 

Matthe'wG,  Mr,  tR,  Strand  i 
Mayn.ird,  Mr   R.  Borough, 

High-ftrect  i 

Medley,  Mr  Geo.  Cannon- 

row,  Weftminfter  i 

McdKy,Mr  R.  dirro  i 

Medley,  Mr,  14,  Grofvcnor-pl.  i 
Mei  iton,  Mr,  Bermondfey-ftr.  i 
Meyers,  Mr,  Leadenhall-ftreet  5 
Meymott,  Mr,  Profpecl- place, 

S^  George's  Fields  2 

Mcvmott,  Mr.  Moornelds  t 

Middlcmas,     Mr,    Britannia- 
gardens,  Hoxton  I     o 
Muldleton,  Mr,   St.  Martin's 

lane  i      x     o 

Miller,  Mr, Wine-office,  Flcet- 

ftreet  110 

Mitchell,  Mr,  by  Mr  Nealc       i      i     o 
Moggeridge,  Mr,  44,  Ludgate- 

hill  I      X      o 


I      o 
I      o 


I  o 

1  o 

I  o 

I  o 

5  <=> 

I  o 

I  o 

10  o 
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1  o 
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2  o 
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Brought  forward  596 
Moreland,  Mr  &  Mrs,  CUipton  2 
Moreland,  Mr  Wm.  19,  Oid- 

ftrcet  I 

Moreland,  Mr-:,  iS,  ditto  2 

Moreland,  Mr  John,  18,  ditto    i 
Morley,  Mr  VVm-  91,  Drury- 

lane  1 

Moore,  Mr.Percy-ftreet,Rath- 

bone-place  1 

Morris,  Mr,  Camberwell  3 

MorrisjMr,  i98,Ratclift'-high- 

way  I 

Morrifon,  Mr,  3o,Tottenham- 

placc  I 

Munn,  Mr,  12,  Great  Ayliflfe- 

ftrcet  2 

Murray,  MrD.  226,  Oxford- 

llreet  o 

N 
Neale,    Mr   John,   Penton- 

ville 
Ditto,  a  Friend  by  him 
Nelfon,  Mr,  Park- lane 
Newton,  Mr,  Tenter-ground, 

Moorfields 
Newton,  Rev.  John, Coleman- 

ftreet  Buildings 
Niven,  Mr,  ditto,  King-flreet 

Soho 
Niven,  jun.  Mr,  ditto 
Noetts,    Mr,  Narrow -flrect, 

Limehoufe 
Norman,  Mrs,  76,  Mark-lane 


O 

Oakley,  Mr,  Church -ilreet, 

Bermondfey  1 

Oates,  Rev.  Mr,  Upper-llreet, 

lilington  i 

Ogdin,  Mr,  36,UpperThames- 

ftreet  2 

Olding,  Mr,  Freeman's  court  2 
Omer,  Mr,  i8,  Ratclifie-row, 

City-road  o 

Over,  Mr,High-ftreet,Tnington  1 
Owen,  Mr,  173,  Shoreditch       i 


Paine,  Mr,  Tottenham- court- 
road  I 
Pantin,  Mr,  Weft  Smith  field      i 
Parkes,  Mr,  Palace-row,  Tot- 
tenham-court-road I 
Parker,  Mr  Wm.  King's  mews  i 
Parker,  Mr  J.  R.  Princes-ftr. 
Ratcliffe  i 


d.] 
o 
o 

o 
o 

o 


I  I 
I  I 
o  10 


Carried  forward      645  12    o 


Brought  forward  645 
Parkinfon,     Mr,  Ivy  -  lane, 

Hoxton  1 

Parnell,  Mr,  2,George-ftreet 

Eaftcheap  1 

Parry,   Mr,  Calvert's  Brew- 

houfc  o 

Patton,  Mrs,  Wood-ftreet  i 

Peacock,  Mr,  17,  Fiulbury-fq.  i 
Ditto,  Mrs,  ditto  a 

Pecrreel,  Mrs,  by  MrsWilkie  o 
Pellatt,  Mr,  1 15,  Newgate-llr.  1 
Percy,  Rev.  Mr,Quecn-ftrect 

Weftminfter  1 

Peyton,  Mifs,  by  Mr  Spillbury  i 
Peyton,  Mr,  by  Mr  Home  i 
Phillips,MrGeo.  Winkworths- 

Buildings  x 

Phillips,  Mr, Cliarles,  ditto  1 
Pierce,  Edw.  Elcj.  Greenwich  i 
Pinder,  Mr  Sam.  Falcon-fquare  i 
Plant,  Mr,  Finlbury-place  i 

Piatt,  Mrs,  i2,Tyndall-place 

Iflington  I 

Piatt,  Mr  Ifaac,  Iflington  3 

Piatt,  Mr,  24,  Stamford -ftreet, 

Surry-road  2 

Piatt,  Rev.  MrjWiJmct-fquare  i 
Pontin,  Mr,  Turnmill  -ftreet  i 
Poole,  Mr,  Chf^apGde  i 

Poole,  Mifs,  Pullc-n's  row,  If- 
lington I 
Pooley,  Mr,  237,  High-ftrcet, 

Borough  I 

Prefton,  Mr,  26,  Miles-lane  i 
Price,  Mr,  i,  Low-ft.  Iflington  2 
Pritchard,  Mr,  163,  RatcirtFe  i 
Pritt,  Mr  Jas.  Wood-ftreet, 

five  years  5 

Proftor  &  Brownlow,  MelTrs. 

Fleet-ftreet  4 

Prouting,  Mr,  Deptford  i 

Pyner,  Mr,  15,    North-ftreet, 

Tottenham -court- load  o 

R 
Ramfey,Mr,  i9,Tyron-place, 

Kingfland-road  2 

Rankin,  Rev.  Mr,  Nortli-grecn  i 
Rawlings,Mr,  Rotherhiche          i 
Raybouid.Mi  ll^duey's  Build- 
ings, Kent-road  i 
Ravn-r,  Mrs,  Horfefiioe-allev     o 
Read, Mrs.  7,Pavemcnt,  Moor- 
fields                                           , 
Reid,    Mr,  Compton  -ftreet, 
Soho                                         t 


s.    d, 

12    o 


1  o 

1  o 

I  o 

I  o 
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75 


Eacket,  Mr  H.  Rotherhithe  2 
Sargent,  Mr,  159,  Old  Gravei- 

latne,  two  years                  ^^m  '^ 
Savage,  Mr,  2,  St.George's  u. 

the  Eall      .  I 
Saufc,  Mr,Winkworth-btrild- 

in2;s  I 
Scoffin^  Mr,  Foreft-ft.  Lime- 

houfe  I 

Scott,  Rev.  Mr,  of  the  Locke  o 
Scotr,  Mr,  16,  Princes -fquare, 

Ratchfle  r 
£co:rt,  MrandMrs,  61;,  Corn- 
hill  2 
Scotr,  Mr,  Greenwich  o 
Seamen,  Two,  belonging  to 

the  Bellerophon  2 

Sells  Mr,  49,  Bankfide  i 
Shadd,   Mr,  Ayleftury-ib-cet, 

CUrltcnwell  i 

Sharland,  Mr,  Charing-crofs  i 

Shaw.  Mr,  Stoke  Nc\viiio;ton  i 
Sherman,  Mr,  St.  Marrin's-le- 

grand  i 
Sherrilf.  Mr,  130,  Tottenham- 

CQurt-road  i 
Shorter,  Mr,-  Budgc-row  i 
Shrubrok',  Mr,  Old-ftrcct  i 
Simpibn,  Mrs,  Princes-u.  Soho  2 
Sirnpron,Rev.  Mr.  Hoxton  i 
Sim^,  Mr  Wm.  Sun  Tavern- 
fields,  two  years  10 
Slate,  Mr,  36  Noble -flreet  i 


Brought  forward      696 
Rick  word,  Mr,  Red  Lion-Ih 

Holborn  o 

Rifdon,  Mr,  Back-hill,  Ray- 

ftreet  i      i 

Rifdon,  Mr,  3,  Curtain-road  i  i 
Robertfbn,  Dr.  Greenwich  i      1 

Reynolds. Rev.  Mr,  Hoxton-fq.  i  1 
Reyner,  Mr  Jos.  Shackicwell  10  10 
Rhodes,  Mrs,  54,  Upper  John- 

ftrect,  T.  C.  R.  22 

Richards.  Mrs,    17,    Quecn- 

ftrcet,  B'roonnfbury  \      x 

Robin  fon,  Mr,  1  i, Pal  ace- raw, 

Tottenham- court- road  i      i 

Roptr,   Mr,  113,  High-ftrcet 

Borough  1      I 

Rofe,  Mr,  Thames-ftreet  i      1 

Rudkin,     Mr  John,    Little 

Bromley  o   to 

Rulbay,  Mr,  Iflington  Green  2  2 
Rutt,Mr,Dolfton,nearHackney  i     i 


o    o 
ro     6 


Brought  forward 
Smith,  Mrs,  Hackney-terrace 
Smith,  Mr,  31,  Hoxton- town 
Smith,  Mr,  Greenwich 
Smith,  Mr,  30,  Cateaton-ftreet 
Smith,  Mr,  Margaret- ft rcet, 

Cavendifh-fquarc 
Smith,  Mr  John,  Gutter-lane 
Smith,  Mr,  Beech  ftrcct 
Smith,  Mr,  44, Gutter- lane 
Smith,  Mr  Rofe,  Crown-court, 

Moorfields 
Smith,  Red  Lion-ftr.  Holborn 
Smith, Mr  Edward,  47, Hounf- 

ditch 
Smith,   Mr,  39,  Biackfriirs- 

road 
Snelfon,  Mr,  Sioiiie-fquare 
Soames,  Mr,  26,  Cateaton-ftr. 
Soar,  Mr,  Greenwich 
Southgatc.   Mr,  9,    Hatton- 

garden 
Soutter,  Mr,  Walworth 
Spence.  Mr,  i,  Arlington-ftr. 

Piccadilly 
Spilibury,  Mr,  66,  Lombard -ft. 
Sprado,  Mr,i4,Clarence-place, 

Pentonville 
Spragg,  Mr,  12,  Blackman-ft. 
Stafford,  Mr,  Borough-market 
Starey,  Mr,  34,  Poultry 
^teil,'Mr,  Bedfordbury 
Stephens,  Mr,  by  Mr,  Cowie 
Stepherrfon,  Mr,  6,  Ranelagh, 

Pimlico 
Ditto,  Mrs,  ditto 
Steven,  Rev.  Jas.  a  Friend  by 

him 
Stimfon,  Mrs,  Profpefl:. place, 

Newiflgton 
Stokes,  Mifs,  Pcckham 
Stokes,  MrWm.  Ditto 
Store!:,  Mr,  John-ftreet,  Tot- 
tenham-court-road 
Storey,  Mr,  Greenwich 
Sturt,  Mr,  Devercux  -  court. 

Strand 
Summer,  Mr,  98,  New  Bond- 

ftreet 
Sundius,  Mr,  Fen-court 
Tarn,  Mr,  2S,  London-wall 
Tare,  Mr,  Monmouth-fireet 
Taylor,  Mr,  Old-ftreet 
Taylor,  Mr  A.  £Joxton-town 
Taylor,  Mr,  Barbican 
Temoteitei,  caPa  found  in  his 

pocket  at  his  death 


Carried  forward       757  17     © 
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xo     6 
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parried  forward  81415    ^ 


Brought  forward 
Thocley,Mr,  Clapton 
Thorn pfon,    Mr,    Z5,    Fca- 

church-ftreet 
Thorowgood,   Mr,    27,    St. 

Thomas  the  Apoftlc 
Thornton,    Samuel,    M.  P. 

Kine's  Arms-yard 


r.    . 
814  15 


Hem 
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Brought  forward  S89 
Warner,  Mr,  58,  Gamsford-ft. 

Horjlc\i»down  1 

Warren, 'Mr,  la,  Little  New- 

port-fLrcct  I 

Watkins,  Mr,  Lamb's  Con- 
duit-ftrcet,  2,  vears  2 
Waugh,  Rev.  Mr,  Salifbury- 

place,  Marvbone  i 

Weatherhill,  Mr,  Coldbath-fq.  i 
Weftley,  Mrs,  8,  French. row. 

City-road  i 

Weft,'  Mr,  Pullens-row,   If- 

lington  I 

Wey bridge,  Mr,  28,  Millbank  i 
Wh'itcman,  Mrs,  18,  Hamp- 

flead-road  i 

Wickendcn,  Mr,  72,  Cornhill  2 
Wilcoxon,  Mr,  58,  Lombard- 

ftreet  i 


5     5 


Thornton; 

ditto 
Thornton,  Robert,    M. 

Ciapham  10   10 

Thornton,  Mr,  174,  High-ftr. 

Borough  I      I 

Thorpe,   Mr  Abr.  Thames- 

ftreet  o   10 

Tindali,  MrEdward,  Cockhill  I  i 
Tinlley,    Mr,   Wells-ftreet, 

Hackney,  2  years  i      i 

Towers,  Rev.  Mr,  and  Con- 
gregation, Barbican  10    12 
Towers,  Rev.  Mr,   Barbican      i      i 
Towle,  Mr,  46,  High-ftreet, 

Borough  I      I 

Townley,  Geo.Efq.  i,  Paul's 

Chain,  Doflor's  Commons  2  2 
Townfcnd,  Mr,  3  2  5,Holborn  i  i 
Trotter,   Dr.  Queen's  Row, 

Knightlbridge  i      i 

TurnbuH.  Mr,  30,  City-road  i  i 
Turner,  Mr  J.  S.  London-wall  i  i 
Tutt,  Mr,  Royal  Exchange        i      i 

U 
Underbill,   Mr,    Cambridge- 
row,  Hackney  i      t 
Underwood,  M'r,  Greenwich       i      i 
Upton,  Rev.  Mr,  Brunfwick- 

llreet,  Surry-road  i      i 

W 

Wack^rbath,  Mr,  Eaft  Smith- 
field  I     I 

Wackcrill,  Mr,  iS,  Eunhill- 

row  I      I 

WalcottjJohn.Efq.Greenwich  10   10 

Wallis,  Cook,  and  Hammond, 

MeiTrs.  Trump-ftreet  5      5 

Walker, Mr,  Harp-alley,  Shoe- 
lane  I      I 

Walker,  Mr,  St.  Thomas-fir. 

Borough  »      J 

Walker,"Mr,  Richmond-place, 

Walworth  i      i 

Walton,  Mr,  Lime-ftrect  i      i 

Wardale,  Mr,    Honey-lane, 

Market  i      » 

Warner,  Mr,  40,  Fore-flreet      i      i 


s.  d 

:9  o 

I  o 

1  o 

2  O 

I  o 

I  o 


Wilkie,Mr,  14,  Wellclofe-fq.  i 
Wilks,  Rev.  Mr,  Old-ftreet  i 
Ditto,  a  Lady  by  him  for  the 

French  Tcftaraent  3 

Ditto,  a  Friend  by  him  o 

Wilkinfon,  Mrs,  Wilmot-fq.  i 
Wilkinfon,  Mr  Tho.  Jeffrey's 

Court,  St.  Mary  Axe  3 

Williams,  Rev.  Mr,  Lincoln's 

Inn  Fields  i 

Wilfon,  Capt.  James,  Camber- 
well-grove 
WiironTMrs,    ditto 
Wilfon,  Mrs,  ■;4,  Sloane-fq. 
Wilfon,  Mr  S.'Goldfmiih-llr. 
Wilfon,  Mr,  113,  Long  Acre 
Wilfon,  MrWm.jun.Hoxton- 

fquare  i 

WiHon,  MrB.  Broker's  Row, 

Moorfields  i 

Wilfon,  Mr  Tho.  a  Friend  by 

him  I 

Winchcfter,  Mr,  Strand  i 

Winkworth,  Rev.  Mr,  St.  Sa- 
viour's, Soutluvark  i 
Wood,  Mr  Spencer,  William- 

ftreet,  Blackfriars  i 

Wood,  jNIr  Tho.  di:to  i 

Wood,  Mr,  102,  Shoe- lane  o 
Wcodd,  Rev.  Bafil,  Paddington  i 
Wood,    r\Ir,    Chuich-llrect, 

Whitechnpcl  o 

Woodhoufe,  Mr,  151,  Oxford- 
road  I 
Woodman,  Mr,  3  7,Bermondfcy  2 
Wright,  Mr,  50,  Great  Prcf- 

cott-ftreet  1 

Wyatt,  Mr,  77,  Coleman-ftr.     2 


Carried  forward 


1  o 

2  o 


Carried  forward 
[  B  ] 


94^ 


;8     4 


CONTRIBUTORS    TO    THE    MISSIONARY    SOCIETY. 


Brought  forward  941 
W.  J.  jun.  towards  printing 
the  New  Teftameat  in 
French,  and  towards  the 
humane  attempt  to  fupply 
the  ipiritual  wants  of  the 
poor  French  prifoners  in 
this  country 

Yocknev,  Mr,  Eedford-ftr. 
Young,  Mr,    160,  RatchfFe- 

Highway 
Young,   Mr,  5,   Bear-ftreet, 

Leicefter  Fields 
Young,  Mrs,  ditto 

Zeigelhaupr,  Mr,  100,  Petti- 
coat-lane 


Carried  forward       948     4     6 


Brought  forward     948     4     61 


SMALL  GII'TS. 

Mr  Bannifter,  Gof- 

port  o     7 

MrMumford, Green- 
wich o     7 

Mr  Newbury,  Gof- 
port  o     7 

Mr  Vander  SmilTcn  o   10 

Mr  Turner,  Green- 
wich o     5 

Watchman,  by  Mr 
Reyner  o     i 


17     o 


Total  Amount  of  Contri--> 
butions  in   London    and  I 
its    Vicinity,    carried   to  j  ^^ 
the  Account  Current.       J 


In  the  Counties  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 


ABERDEEN  MilTionary  So- 
ciety, by  Alex.  Rofs,  jun.      50     o 

Adams,  Rev.  Mr,  and  Con- 
gregation, Salifbury,  by 
Rev.  Mr  Hopkins  14     4 

Aikinfon.  Rev.  Cha.  Ipfwich     i      i 

Atw -od,  Mr,  Bath  1      i 


B 

P.piley,  Mrs,  Gofport 
Bailey,  Rev.  J.  and  Friends, 

Clavcring,  EiTex 
BarrVvMr,  Bath 
:payley,  Mifs,  Frome 
Beaumont,  Mr  R.  Hull 
Ecaufoy,    Rev.    Mr,    Town 

Sutton,  Kent,   2  years 
Bennett,  Mr,  Colle(l)rook,  for 

the  French  New  Tcftament 
Biddulph,  Mrs,  Briftol 
liifliop,  Mr,  Shcerncfs 
Bogue,  Rev.  David,  Gofport 
Bowden,  Mr  L  S.  Hull 
Bowden,  Mr  Wm.    ditto 
Boydcn,  Mr,  Chatham 
Crigg.   Mr  Wm.  jun.  Leeds, 

by^MrNewfam 
JJi-iggs,  Mr  J.  M.  Hull 
JSruck,  Mr,  Chatham 


10  10 
2  o 
I  I 
o   10 


0  10 

1  I 
I      I 

5     5 


1  I 

2  z 
I      I 


Carried  forward       100     6     6 


Brought  forward      100 

Broomfield,  Rev.  J.  Whitby  2 
Brown,  Rev, Ebehezer,  Inver- 

keithing  i 

Buckland,  Mifs,  Gofport  i 

Bull,  Mr,  Bath  i 
TJull,    Rev.   Wm.    Newport 

Pagnell  i 

Bull.^Rev.  T.  P.   ditto  1 

Bunn,  Mr,  J.  B.  Poole,  Dorfet  2 

Burn,  Mrs  Barbary,Hull  i 

Burn,  Colonel,  Stroud  2 

Burnett,  Mr,  Gofport  2 

Buttery,  Mr  P.  Hull  i 


6     6 


Caird,  Mr  John,  Greenock 
Caw,  Mr  Wm.  Shcernefs 


Cole,  Mr  Robert,  Ipfwich 


X       I      o 

500 

Chambers,  John,  Efq.  Dublin  550 
Child,  Rev.  Mr,  Ahluon,  Kent  440 
Churcher,  Mr,  Gofport  o   10     6 

Clapham,  Mr  John,  Leeds, 

two  years  440 

Cleaver,  Mrs,  Newport,  EiTex  i  i  o 
Clout,  Mr  Jofeph,  Marfden  .110 
Cockin,  Rev.  Mr,Two  Friends 

at  Halifax,  by  him  220 

Ccckin,Rev.  Mr,Two  Friends, 

by  him  330 


Carried  forward       144  10 


CONTRIBUTORS    TO 

£    s- 

Brought  forward  144  10 

Cole,  Mr  ThorWitnefliam  2  2 

Cook,  Mrs,  Briftol  1  1 

Cooke,  Mr  Ifaac,  ditto  2  2 

Conder,  Mr  James,  Ipfwich  1  i 

Conquell  Mr,  Chatham  i  i 

Cratherne,RevA^.  B.  Dcdham  i  i 

Crellen,  Mr,  Sheernefs  i  i 

Curme,  Mr,  Gofport  1  i 


Dear,  Mr  Briftol 

Dods,  Mr  Charles,  Gofport 

Donaldfon,  Mr  R.  Hull 


THE    MISSIONARY    SOCIETY 


Evans,  Mr,  Gofport 


I^arley,  Mr,  Gofporc 
Fearn,  Mr  J.  Hull 
J"inch,Mr  Jas.  SibbleHedding- 

ham,  by  Mr  Fenn 
Flindell,  Mrs,  Ipfwich 
Ford,  Mrs,  Barh 
Friar,  Mrs,  Gofport 
Friend,  North  Country 


Gibfon,  Mr,  Gofport 

Gilder,  Mr  J.  Hull 

Gittens,  Mr  Thomas,  Shrewf- 

bury 
Glafgow  MifTionary  Society, 

bythejxev.J.Lockhart,Sec.  z 
Glafgow   Committee   of   the 

MifTionary  Society,  by  Mr 

James  Mackenzie 
Goodeve,  Mr  Jos.  Gofport 
Goodeve,  Mr  Jas.  ditto 
Goodeve,  Mr  John,  ditto 
Goode,  Mr  Jas.  a  Friend  by 

him,  Buckingham 
Goodchild,   Mr  ■  Wm.  jun. 

Ipfwich 
Gooding,  Mrs,  Chatham 
Gofport,  Colle£lion  at,  Rev. 

D.  Bogue 
Gorely,  Lieutenant,  Gofport 
Graham,  Lady  Catharine, Nc- 

therby,  Cumberland 
Greatheed,     Mrs,     Newport 

Pagnell 
Green,  Rev.  Mr,  and  Congre- 

gation,  Hull 
Griffith,    Rev.    John,     and 

Frier.ds,  Caernarvon 


1  I 

2  2 


47      6 
2     2 

0  10 

1  I 

I    II 

I      I 
I      I 

23      6 

1  I 

2  2 
2     2 

4     9 


Q.    s.    d. 
Brought  forward     492   18   lo 


H 

Hallack,  Mr  Wm.  Cambridge   5 
Hall,  Mrs  Milcah,  Hull  1 

Hare,  Mr  James,  Ipfwich  i 

Harris,  Mr,  Frome  o 

Harris,   Rev.   Mr,    and  Con- 
gregation, Fordham 
Hart,  Rev.  Mr,  Reaor  of  St. 


Rodl 


liih 


Carried  fbr^vard      492  1%  10 


6   12 


Hawkfwell,  Mr  Wm.  Hull 
Hayter,  Mr,  Gofport 
Headbourck,Mr,iun.Taunton, 

by  Mr  Wood 
Healey,  Mr.  G.Hull 
Heath,  Rev.  Mr  and  Friends, 


5     5 


Henfhaw  Mr,  Wern,    Shrop- 

fliire  5 
Hogg,  Rev.  Mr,  Thrapftone  i 
Hogard,  Mr,  Bath  ^ 
Hoficins,  Mr,  Gofport  i 
Hughes,  Mr  Thos.  Uik,  Mon- 
mouth fh  ire  5 
Hunt,  Rev.  Mr,  a  Friend  by 

him,  Stourbridge  5 

H.  E.  Mrs,  Hull  i 


Jarrcld,  Mr  Wm.  Manning- 
tree 

Jones,  Mr  Thos.  Chefter 

Jones,  Mr  Jofiah,  Hull 

Ipfwich,  Col!e6tion  at>  Rev- 
Charles  Atkinfon 

Kelfo  Correfponding  Branch 

of  the  London  Miliionary 

Society 
Kemp,  Mr  Henry,  Wem,  by 

Mr  Neale  5 

Ker,  Mrs  Sarah,  Hull  i 

King,  Mr,  Sheernefs  i 

King,  Mr,  Gofport  i 

Kirkpatrick,    Rev.     Mr,     a 

Friend  by  him,  Nottingham   x 


Laird,  Mr  Alex-  Greenock 
Laird,  Mr  John,  ditto 
Laird,  Mr  Wm.  ditto 
Lambert,  Rev.  Geo.  Hull 
Lambert,  Mr  S.  Aniley,  ditto 
Lawfon,  Mr,  Sheernefs 
Levett,  Mr  Wm.  Hull 


X   17 

5  o 
I  1 
I  I 
1      I 

0  10 

1  I 


14   14     o 


ji  4     6 


Carried  forwa.rd      i«97     3     ® 


CONTRIBUTORS  TO   THE 

£.    s.    cl. 

Brought  forward  607     3     o 

Levctt,  MiN.  Hull  1     i     o 

T^cvett,  Mr  R. ditto  i      1     o 

M 
Macall,  Rev.  Robt.  St.  Ives, 

Cornwall  220 
Mayor,  Mr  Jer.  by  Rev.  Mr 

Kingfbury  220 
Mcars,  Mrs,  Frome  220 
Marfh,  Air  Sam.  Swannage  i  i  o 
Minchen,  Mr,  Gofpott  500 
Mitchell,  Mr  T.  Shecrnefs  i  i  o 
Moody,  Rtv,  Mr,  and  Congre- 
gation, Warwick  12  00 
Moric,  Mr,  Shcernefs  i  o  o 
IMuir,  Mr  James,  Greenock  1  i  o 
!Mu!lingcr,  Mr,  Shcernels  1  o  o 
Mallinger.  ISIr, Chatham  i  i  o 
Mungall,  Mr,  Falkhk  i     i     o 


N 
Kea^e,  INTrrs,  Luton  z 

"Neale,  Mils  H.  ditto  2 

Newbald,  Mr  R.  Hull  o 

Newcaftle-upon-Tvnc,  Friends 
to  the  Society,  by  Mr  Dob- 
ion,  Secretary  19 
Newport,  Mrs,  Frome 
Notcutts  and  GoJdard,  MefTrs. 
Jpfwich 

P 
P.  W,  Somcrfctfliire 
Parker,  Mr,  Gulpo.  t 
Parry,  Mr  Jofcph,  Shrewmury 
Paton,  Rev.  Dr.  Craig,  near 

Montroic 
Phillips,  Mr,  Briftol 
Popplewell,  iVir  Jos.  Hull 
Potticary,  Rev.  Mr  W'm.  and 
Congregation,  Newport,  lue 
of  Wight 
Pratt,  Mr,  Kingftoii 


2 

0 

2 

0 

10 

6 

It 

S 

1 

c 

Richards,    Mr.     J.     J.    and 
Riddel!,  Mr  Edward,  Hull         t      x     o 
Friends,  Hull  -1000 

Rufli,  Mr  \Wn\.  ditto  22c 


Sanderfon,  Mr.  J   Berwick  220 

tJBwdcn.  Mr.  John,  Hull  1      i     o 

Sewell,  Mr  B.  Norwich  i      i     o 

Shackles,  Mr  Wm.  Hull  .1x0 

Shcppard,  Mr  Wm.  Frome  330 

Shenington,  Mrs,  Gofport  0   10      6 
Shuttleworth,Mr.GreatBowden, 

Lticcllerflaire  500 


MISSIONARY    SOCIETY. 

Brought  forward  740  13     9 

Simons  Rev.  John  St-  Marys, 

Crav                      '  I     I     o 

Siatterie,  Rev.  Mr,  Chatham  i  i  o 
Sloper,  Rev.  Mr  and  Friends, 

Devizes  10     00 

Smellc,  Rev.  Mr  and  Friends, 

Great  Grimftjy  22  o 
Smelle,'  Rev.  Mr  and  Friends, 

Melton  220 
Smith,  Rev.  Mr,  a  Friend  by 

him,  Rutlandfhire  -  i      i     o 

Smith,  Mr,  Bradford  i      i     o 

SniithjMrs,  Hull  1x0 

Spyve,  Mrs,  ditto  i      i     o 

Stephens,  Mr,  Chatham  010     6 

Stroude,  Mr«,  Frome  o   lO     6 

Sturges,  Mr,  Sheemefs  1  o  o 
Surnam  Rev.  Mr,  Colleflion 

at  Chefham  6166 
Sykcs,  Pvcv.  John  and  Friends, 

Gueit wick,  Norfolk  900 


Taylor,  Rev.  Mr,  and  Con- 

giegation,  Colchefter  990 

Thompfon,  Mr  Thomas,  Hull  i  i  o 
Thorn plbn,  Mr  H.  Gofport  i  x  o 
Thrt'lher,Rcv.  Mr,  Abingdon  330 
Thring.  Mr  Richard,  Wilton  330 
Todd,  Mr  John,  Hull,  i      i     o 

Todd,  Mr  Wm.  Hull  1      i     o 

TownlendjRev.  Geo.  and  Con- 
gregation, Ramlgate  14   X2    '6 
Trigg,  Mr,  Bath,  by  Dr.Haweis  440 
Twecdmouth,    Durham,    by 

the  Rcv.  Mr  Waugh  11© 


Ventom,  Mr,  Gofport 
\'oke,  Mr,  ditto 

W 

Ward,  Mr,  Hitchin,  Herts 
Warren,  Mr,  Bath 
Wutfon,  Mr  Sam.  Swanland 
Wearing,      Mr,     Rev.    and 

Friends.  Redham 
Weaver,  Rev.  Mr,  Shrewibury 
Wcitcomb,  Mr,  Gofport 
White,  Rev.  Mr  and  Friends, 

Mablethorpe 
Wilkins,  Mr,  Sheernefs 
V\'illiams,Mrs,  Belvidere,Bath 
Williams,  Mr,  Bath 
Williams,   Mr  Wm.  North 

Wales  X 

.  Williamlbn,  Mrs,  Gofport         o 


Carried  forward       740  13 


I 
10 

I 

X 


Carried  forward      833  11     9 


J^CCOUNT  OF  DISB^RSE^tZNT$. 


Brought  forward     833 
Wifely  Mr,  Chatham  o 

Wood,   Rev.     Mr,    Rowcll, 

Northampton  (hi re,  z  years       2 
Wright,  Mr  Benjamin,  Hull       i 


s.  a. 

II  9 

10  6 

2  o 

I  o 


Carried  forward       S3 7     5     3 


Brought  forward      837     5     3 
WycombMarlli,  Bucks,  Pray- 
ing; Societv  1-56 


Total  Amount  of  Contribu- . 
tions  in  the  Counties  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
carried  to  Account  cur- 
rent 


838     8     9 


ACCOUNT  OF  DISBURSEMENTS 

MADE  BY  THE  TREASURER. 


I^WNERS  of  the  Royal  Admiral,  for  conveyance  of  MilTionaries 

^^  to  the  South  Seas  lOOO     o  o 

MelTrs.Richardion  and  Kolman,  for  the  paflage  andfupport  of  Meflrs. 

Bakker,  Tromp,  &c.  Mifhonaries  to  the  Cape,   per  the  Eliza  504     o  o 
Captain  Gordon,  for  the  pailage  of  Millionaries  to  the  Cape,  per  the 

W^ellefiey  160     o  o 
Mr  Thomas  Wilkinfon,  for   premium    on  the  infurance   of  2000I. 

palTage-rnonev.  per  the  Roval  Admiral  212   10  a 
Captain  Robert  Pooie  for  the  paflage  of  William  Puckey  from  St. 

Helena  20     o  o- 
Captain  Halcrow,   for  the  paflage  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Hodges  from  the 

Cape  97   10  o 

Mr  and  Mrs  Hodges,  paid  'them  by  order  of  the  Dire6lors  3050 

Mr  Capp,late  .Mithonary  to  Africa,  by  ditto  5      5  ^ 

Mr  Hill,   late  Milnonary,   by  ditto  10   10  o 

i\Ir  Wiikinfon,   by  ditto  26     5  o 

Mr  Seth,  Kelfo,  by  ditto  15    15  o 

Rev  Mrliowell,  Superintendant  of  the  captured  Miffionaries  50     o  c 
Dr.  Haweis  and  P.ev.  Mr  Williams,  their  expences  in  attending  the 

Miihonaries  to  Portfmouth  1026 
Rev.  Mr  Williams,  expended  by  him  on  account  of  the  two  youths 

from  the  South  Seas  io     o  o 

Rev.  Mr  Hopkins,   diflDurfemcnts  made  by  hirn  on  their  account  20  11  o 
Mr  Andrcvv's,  on  account  of  board,  lodging,  and  funeral  expences ff" 

the  Men  from  the  South  Seas  30  19  o 
Mr  Conn,   for  the   board   and   lodging   of   Mr  Cran,    MiflTionary 

candidate  40   16  o 

Edward  Smith  for  clothes  43    10  o 

Fenn  and  Wickcnden  for  linen,  &c.  144     i  10 

J.  and  W.  Strange  for  cheefe  25     3  7 

Thomas  Hardy  for  books  2106 

Thomas  Conder  for  engraving  i    17  6 

Nicholas  Phene  for  bedding,  &c.  21      2  0 

John  Collin  fon  for  caps,  &c.  10     2  o 

J.  HoUawcll  for  fnocs  4  i?  6 

H.  Harris  for  repairing  a  time-piece  280 

Thomas  Bott  for  tin                                                                ^  3150 
Richard  Dixon  for  flops 

4   ^4  ^ 


Gilbert  Wright  for  »  circumferenOr 


Carry  forxyarJ'        ^520   17 


ACCOUNT  OF  DISBURSEMENTS* 

£'     ^-     ^ 

Brought  forward  2520   17     z 

Expellees  attending  a  packet  of  letters  from  Rio  St.  Janeiro  ^  5    ^3     i 

Cuftom  Houfe  charges  on  books  from  Holland  811     o 

R.  Biggers,  for  board  and  lodging  of  the  MifTionarics,  Tromp  and 

Vandcrlingcn  508 

Daniel  Locker,  for  his  attendance,  &:c.  at  Haberdafhers  Hall  119 

Thomas  Lee,  colie6lor  to  the  Society,  \\\s  per  ccntage  on  826I.  41     6     e 

JMarcos  daCoila  Guimairains,  advanced  him  by  order  of  the  Directory     100     c     o 
Mr  Rutton  Morris,  his  cxpences,   &c.   attending  the  diftributiou  of 

Religious  Trails  to  the  French  prifoners  10     o     o 

Rev.  Mr  Pewtrefs,  his  expences,   &c.  attending  the  diftribution  of 

Religious  Trails  to  tlu:  French  prilbners  65    17     4 

Rev.  Mr  Eyre  for  fundry  difburfcments  made  by  him  on  account  of 

the  Society,  as  per  account  delivered  96      6     9 

Rev.  MrW'ilks,  for  fundry  diiburfements  made  by  him,  as  per  ac- 
count delivered 
Rev.  Mr  Piatt,  for  ditto  made  by  him,  as  per  account  delivered 
Rev.  Mr  Buck,  on  account  of  Mr  Fitzgibbon,  Milfionary  candidcite 
Rev.  Mr  Jcrmcnt,  on  account  of  Mr  Buchanan,  MifTionary 
Rev.  Air  Towers,  for  fmall  dilburfcments  made  by  him,  as  per  ac- 
count delivered 
!Mr  Samuel  Pinder,  for  dilburfcments  made  by  him  on  account  of  the 

Society,  as  per  account  delivered 
Mr  Thomas  Eaftman,  for  ditto  made  by  him,  as  per  ditto 
Mr  Thomas  Williams,  on  account  of  trails 
Bills  paid  on  account  of  the  Milhonaries  in  the  South  of  Africa 
Edinburgh  MifTionary  Society,  on  account  of  advances  made  on  behalf 

of  the  London  Society 
Sierra  Leone  Company,  on  account  of  the  late  Miffionaries  to  Africa 
Stationary,  and  a  variety  of  fmall  charges 

Total  Amount  of  Diiburfements  carried  to  Account  C  urrenc         3  6  6  S  i  z     10 


36 

0 

9 

113 

5 

0 

2 

17 

5 

k 

7 

3 

5 

5 

0 

68 

1 1 

I 

96 

16 

S 

29 

7 

3 

202 
If 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

152 

8 

6 

19 

0 

0 

Dr.  The  Treafurer  of  the  Mif- 
fionary  Society. 

June  i,  tSoi.  £.     s.    d. 

To   amount  of    collections, 

donations,    and    fubfcrip- 

tions    in    London  and  its 

Vicinity,    as  per  preceding 

lift  950      I      6 

To   amount    of  colle6lions, 

donations,   and    fubfcrip 

tions   in    the    counties    of 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

as  per  the  preceding  lift  838  8  9 
Keceu'e.1   fiom    Eaft   India 

Ccmvpany,      balance     of 

freight  p"rr  the  Duff  858      2     6 

Ditto  from   Meffrs.  H.  and 

S.  Cox,    for    an  anchor, 

chain,    &c.    belonging    to 

the  Duff,  fold  by  them  14     4     i 

Produce    of    lo    Exchequer 

bills  fold  3390   14     8 

Half    vear's    dividend     on 


I  :;oool.  3  per  cents.             225 
Ditto      ditto    on     16000I. 

0 

0 

ditto                                        240 
I  Year's   ditto    on  9037I. 

0 

0 

4  per  cents.                            361 
Ditto   ditto  on  3300I.  5  per 
cents.  New  Annuities           165 

10 
0 

0 
0 

Ditto  ditto  on    loool.  5  per 
cents,  Old  Annuities              so 

0 

0 

7C93 
Balance  due  to  the  Treafurer      17 

I 
6 

6 

8 

71 10 

8 

2 

Per  Contra 

June  I,  iSoi.  ;C' 

Balance  due  to  the  Treafurer 

1  June,  1801  1 

By  amount  of  difburfements 

as  per  preceding  lift  3668 

For  2800I.  4  per  cents,  pur- 

chafcd  2292 

For  loool,  3  per  cents. ditto  648 
For  an  Exchequer  bill  499 


12  10 


7110 


Audited  by  JOHN  FENN, 

JOHN  RAINER, 
THOxMAS  HODSON. 


Account  of  Public  Securities  belonging  to  the  Society, 
Purchafed  at  different  times  in  the  names  of  four  truftees. 
16000I.    3  percents.confols.  |       3300I.   New  5  per  cents. 

^037!.    4  per  cents.  |       loool.  Old  5  per  cents. 

500I.  in  an  Exchequer  bill. 

JOSEPH  HARDCASTLE. 


Subfcription?,  Donations,  and  Collections,  received  by  tKe  Trca- 
furer  fince  the  ift  of  June,  which  will  alio  be  incorporated  in  the 
Lift  of  Contributions  for  the  Year  1802. 


A  £.    s. 

Abraham,  Mr,  Howland-Ur.     i     i 


B 

Belcher,  Mr,  Briftol  1 

Bur  on,  Mr,  11,  Moore-place  i 
Binks,    Mr,    King  -  ftrcet, 

Covenr-gardcn  5 

Binks,  Mr  Simon,  Durham  i 

Binks,  Mr  Chriftopher,  ditto  x 

Bent,  Mr,  St.  Martin's  Lane  i 
Bennett,     Mr,    Cottcrbrook, 

Korthamptcnjliire  '  i 
Bull,  Rev.  Sam,  and  Congre- 
gation, Bafingbourne  8 
Blades,  Mr.  177,  Picc-.dilly  i 
Blades,  Mrs,  ditto  i 
Bernard,    Mr,    Grcen-Iheet, 

Grofvenor-fqunre  i 

Bail'.ie,  Mrs,  Edinburgh  1 

Brock,  Mi-,  Chatli?jir  i 


Clunie,    Mr,    James,   Cattle, 

Mary -le- bone                           o  10 
Curling,    Mr  Jclfe,  Jamaica- 
row,  Eemiondicy                       2  2. 
Campbell,  Mr,  28',  Great  Or- 

mond-ftri'et                               2  2 

Clarke,  ?.Irs.  Clapton,  Hackney  i  J 

Creak,  Mi '.  Rot'herhithe         '  i  i 

Chapman,  Mr,  151,  Fleet  ftr.    2  2 

Conquetl,  Mr  Geo.  Rocheiler     i  i 

Clout,  Mr  Jof.  Mardca              i  i 

D 

Douglas,  Rev.  Mr,  Chelmsford  i      i 
Ditto         Reading  i      i 

Ditto,  a  Lady  at  Blandford,  by 

him  1      I 

Dent,  Mrs,  Pollards,  Bethnal- 

grecn  o    10 

E 
Eveliegh,  Mr,  St.  Thomas's 

Square  i      i 

Eafton,  Rev.  Mr,  a  Praying 

Society  at  his    Meeting  in 

Milcs'o  Lane,  Cannon-llr.       6     o 
EiJgintons,  Mr,  Dean-court, 

bt.  Martin's-lc-Grand  1      1 


Brought  forward       48   19     S 


Graves,  Mr  Ben,  Lewifliam       xo   10 

Glafgow  Commiitee  of  the 
London  Miiiinnary  Society, 
being  a  C(jllc6tion  made  on 
cccalion  of  a  Sermon  preach- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Mr  Ewing      17   10 


Carried  forward         4S    19     6 


Golding,  Rev,  T.  Croydon 
Gillefpie,  Mr,  Stock  well,  Surry 
George,    Mr,    Tyler-ftrcct,  ' 

Carnaby- market 
Gooding,  Mrs,  Lenham 


H 


Hcmmary  Mr,  7.1,  City- road  i 
Hall,  Mr,  Hill-itr.  Moorfields  o 
Hayes,  Mils,  14,  Hoxton-fq.  i 
Hanfon,  Mr,  Clapton,  Hacknev  4 
Hahn,  Mr  F.  5,  OldFilh-ltr/  i 


Johns,  Mr  Wm.  Chelmsford  i  i 
Jones,  Rev. Mr  Lewis,  Durham  010 
Jackfon,  Rev.  Mr,Warminiter  i      1 


Jackfon,    Mrs, 


ditto 


I      I 
o   10 


Johnfon,  Mr,  Kingftr.  Snow- 
Fields 
Inman,  Mr,  Vauxhall-row 
Johnfon,    Mr,   Lombard -Itr. 
Chelfca  o 

K 
Kitchener,  Mr,  Bury  St.  Ed- 
mund's I 
Kingfbury,    Rev.    Mr,     and 
Frier.ds,  Southampton            62 
[^PurticuLxrs  in  the  Alp/iabe-; 
tical  Lijl  jor  next  Tear.'] 


6  L 

Lcflie,  Mr  Tho.  Rotherhithc     i      i     o 


M 

Mackic,  Mr,  15,  Glollcr-ftr. 

Hoxton  I      I     o 

Machcll,  Mr,  Park-lane  i      i     o 

Maitland,  Mr  Robt.  King's 

Arms-vaid  220 


Carried  forwav  d       163     6   la 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  TREASURER 


Brought  forward      163     o  10 

N 
Nairn,  Mr,Homerton,  Hackney  I     i     o 
Nafli,     Mr,    Angei-pairage, 

Skinuer-llrcet  i      i     o 

Keilfon,   Mr,  Clapton-field, 

Hackney  a     2     o 

P 
Pomeroy,  Mr,  11,  Moor-pl. 

Lambeth  i      i     o 

Fetch,  Mrs,  6    Curtain-road     i      i      o 
Pcllatt,    Mr,    12,    Bartlett's 

Buildin^^s  i      i      o 

Pearfon,  Mr,  Upper  Thames- 
It  reet  500 
Pearfon,  Mrs,          ditto  i     i     o 
Perkins,   Mr,  Great  Thorn- 

haugh-ftreet  i     I     o 

Phillips,  Mrs,  Goodman's  Yard  010     6 

R 
Rew,  Mr,   i6,  Adam-ftreet, 

Adelphi  i     I     o 

Rawlins,  Mr,  Rotherhithe  i     i     o 

Ranier,    Mr,    London-field, 

Hackney  i     i     c 

S 
Sacket,  Mr,  Rotherhithe  220 

Slatterie,  Rev.  Mr,  Chatham      i      i     o 
Strange,  MciTrs.  J.    and  W. 

Bifliopfgate-flreet,  e^     o     q 

Steven,  Mr,  Red  Lion-fireet, 

Holborn  i      i     o 

Simpfon,  Mr,  Newgate- (Ireet      220 
Steven,    Rev.     Mr,     Great 

Thornhaugh-ftreet  i      i     c 

T 
Trotman,     Mrs,     Clapton, 

Hackney  11c 


Carried  forward       194   n     4 


Brought  forward      194  n     4 

Tyler,   Rev.    Mr,    Braytoft, 

Lincolnfliire  100 

Thring,  Mr,  20,  Charlotte  Ilr. 

Portland-place  a     a    o 

Townfliend,  Rev.  Mr,  Rother- 
hithe o   10     6 

Townfhend,  a  Friend,  by  him     2     s    o 


Venables,  Mr  Geo.  at  theTower  i     1    0 


W 

Williams,  Mr,  London-field, 
Hackney  r 

Whillans,  Mr  Geo.  Caftle-fi. 
Mary-le-bone  o 

Watfon,  Mr,  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Afylum  X 

White,  Mifs,  by  Mr  Binks, 
Durham  i 

Waredraper,  Mr,  Well-ftreet, 
Hackney  i 

Waiflell,  Mr,  99,  Holborn         2 

Whittaker,  Mr,  Mare-ftreet, 
Hackney  2 

WalHi,  Mr,  Inner  Temple- 
lane  I 

Warren,  Mifs,  Rotherhithe        1 

Wilks,  Mrjohn,  41,  Hoxton- 
fquare  i 

Wrlks,  Rev,  Mr,  a  Friend  by 
him  1 

Y 

Younger,  Mr,  Rotherhithe         2 


o 

6 

o 
o 

o 

o 

o 

t> 

o 

o 
o 

o 


Total  amount  received  from 

id  to  27th  June,  1801,       216   II 


THE   El^D, 


AuLD,  Printer,  Grevllle- Href  t,  London. 


MISSIONARY  PUBLICATIONS, 

Sold  hy  T.  Ch  a  p  m  a  n  ,  JSo.  151,   Fleet -Jireei, 


CIX  SERMONS,  preached  in  London,  at  the  Formation  of  the  Missionary 
'^  Society,  Sept.  22,  23,  24,  179$  j  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Haweis,  Aldwinkle  ; 
Rev.  George  Bnrder,  Coventry  ;  Rev.  John  Hey,  Briftoi  ;  Rev.  Rowland  Hill, 
M.  A.  Surrv  Chapel  ;  Rev.  David  Bogue,  Gofport. 

To  wliich  is  pretixed,  Memorials  relpcfting  the  Eftablifhment  and  flrfi;  At- 
tempts of  the  Society.     Pnce  2s.  6d. 

FOUR  SERMONS,  preached  in  London,  at  the  Second  General  Meeting  af 
the  Missionary  Society,  May  n,  12,  13,  1796;  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lam- 
bert, Hull;  Rev..  Mr.  Pentycrofs,  VV^allingford  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Jay,  Bath  j  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Jones,  Llangan. 

To  which  are  prefixed,  the' Proceedings  of  the  Meeting,  anctthe  Report  of  the 
Direftors..    With  a  Portrait  of  Captain  Wilfon.     Price  2s.  6d.    - 

A  SERMON  and  CHARGE,  delivered  at  Z^on  Chapel,  London,  July  2S. 
1796,  on  Occafion  of  the  Defignation  of  Firft  MiiTionaries  to  the  Iflands  of  the 
South  Sea.  The  Sermon  by  Henry  Hunter,  D.  D.  Minifter  of  the  Scots 
Church,  London  Wall.  The  Charge  by  Edward  Williams,  D.  D,  Minif- 
ter of  Rotherham,  Yorkfliire. 

To  which  is  prefixed,  A  Short  Narrative  of  the  Order  of  the  Solemnity  of  that 
^ay.     Price  is. 

FOUR  SERMONS,  preached  in  London,  at  the  Third  Gcnifral  Meeting  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  May  10,  n,  12,  1797;  by  the  Rev.  W.  Moor- 
houfc,  Huddersfield  ;  Rev.  A.  Waugh,  London;  Rev.  L  Nicholfon,  Chefliunt  y 
and  Rev.  TvL  Home,  Olncy. 

To  w  hich  are  prefixed,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Meeting,  and  the  Report  of  the 
DJre6lors.     Price  2s.  6d. 

A  SERMON  and  CHARGE  to-  the  Missignartf.s  departing  to  Africa, 
OiSlobtr  9,  1797-  The  Sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nicol,  of  London.  The 
Charge  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parfons,  of  Leeds. 

To  which  are  added,  the  General  Inftruflions  froiri  the  Dire6\ors,  and  the 
Order  o-f  the  Solemnity  0.1  the  Occalion,  &c.     Price  is. 

FOUR  SERMONS,  preached  in  London,  at  the  Fourth  General  Meeting  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  May  9,  ^10,  11,  1798;  bv  the  Rev.  J.  Cockin., 
Halifax  ;  Rev.  J.  Brewer,  Birmingham  ;  Rcv.  R.  Balfour,  Glafgow  ;  and  Rev. 
G.  Weft,  Stoke. 

To  which  are  prefixed,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Meeting,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Direflors.     Price  2s.  6d. 

TWO  THANKSGIVING  SERMONS,  preached  before  the  Missionary 
Society,  London,  Augull  6,  1798  ;  by  the  Rev.  J.  Griffin,  Portll-a  ;  and  the 
Rev.  T.  Haweis,  LL.  B.  and  M.  D.  of'Aldvankle,   Northamptonlhire. 

FOUR.  SERMONS,  preached  in  London,  at  the  Fifth  General  Meeting  of  the 
Missionary  Society,  Mav  8,  9,  10,  1799  ;  by  the  Rev.  J,  Findley,  Paiflcy  j 
Rev.  J.  Tozer,  Taunton  ;  RcV.  J.  Moody,  Warwick;  and  Rev.  G.  C.  Broad- 
belt,  Afton  Sandf  rd. 

To  which  is  added,  a  Lift  of  Subfcribers.     Price  2s.  6d. 

FOUR  SER?40NS.  preacheJ  in  London,  at  the  Sixth  G^ndral  Meeting  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  May  14,  15,  16,  1800;  by  the  Rev.  E.  Brown, 
Inverkcithing  ;  Rev.  J.  NL  Ray,  Sudbury;  Rev.  T.  Grove.  Wali'all  j  and  Rev. 
W.  Williams,  High  Wycombe.     Price  ts.  6d. 


^^^R. 


